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‘Preserve, revitalize and
promote’ indigenous
languages, or lose a ‘wealth of
traditional knowledge’, UN
chief says
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Secretary-General António Guterres
underscored the urgency to “preserve,
revitalize and promote indigenous
languages” in his message for the
International Day of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples, celebrated on
Friday.
Culture and Education

More than half a million
Rohingya in Bangladesh get ID
cards for first time: UN refugee
agency
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More than 500,000 Rohingya refugees
who fled a brutal crackdown in
Myanmar two years ago, have received
identification cards that the UN insisted
on Friday were critical to safeguarding
their right to return home.
Humanitarian Aid

UN food aid to Yemen will fully
resume after two-month break,
as Houthis ‘guarantee’ delivery
Life-saving food aid distribution is set to

resume to 850,000 people in the
Yemeni capital, Sana’a, following
guarantees by Houthi opposition forces
that the supplies will reach those who
need them most, the World Food
Programme (WFP) said on Friday.
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Humanitarian Aid

World food security
increasingly at risk due to
'unprecedented' climate change
impact, new UN report warns
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More than 500 million people today live
in areas affected by erosion linked to
climate change, the UN warned on
Thursday, before urging all countries to
commit to sustainable land use to help
limit greenhouse gas emissions before it
is too late.
Climate Change

Guterres appeals for ‘maximum
restraint’ over Jammu and
Kashmir, as tensions rise
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The UN Secretary-General António
Guterres appealed for ‘maximum
restraint’ over the territory of Jammu
and Kashmir on Thursday, which has
been disputed by India and Pakistan,
since the end of British rule in the late
1940s.
Peace and Security

UN rights chief bemoans
unilateral sanctions on
Venezuela, fearing ‘farreaching implications’

© UNICEF/Santiago Arcos

A new set of unilateral sanctions
imposed by the United States on
Venezuela this week prompted the
concern of the United Nations’ top

rights official on Thursday, who said in a
statement that she feared they would
have a “potentially severe impact” on
the human rights of the South American
nation’s “long-suffering” people.
Human Rights

Steps taken to end Saudi
‘guardianship’ system for
women, ‘encouraging’ start
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Allowing Saudi women to apply for
passports and travel without their
guardians’ permission is “an
encouraging move” towards the
“complete abolition of the
‘guardianship’ system,” independent
United Nations rights experts said on
Thursday, but more action is needed to
fully dismantle these restrictions.
Women

In wake of ‘collapsed’
agreement, new wave of
violence threatens millions in
Syria’s Idlib
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Following the collapse of the
latest truce in Idlib at the start of this
week, the Senior Humanitarian Adviser
to the UN’s Syria Envoy urged Member
States on Thursday to increase their
support for “critical humanitarian
needs” in the country’s last oppositionheld enclave.
Peace and Security

Bigotry makes politicians
‘complicit in the violence that
follows’ : UN independent
experts
Responding to the mass shootings in
Texas and Ohio on Saturday, a group of
independent UN experts has called out
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the “increased use of divisive language”,
as well as attempts to marginalise
racial, ethnic and religious minorities”,
by some politicians and leaders.
Peace and Security

UN boosts humanitarian appeal
to help tackle Zimbabwe’s
‘worst-ever’ hunger crisis
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With Zimbabwe now experiencing its
“worst-ever hunger crisis”, the UN food
relief agency has revised its
humanitarian appeal to step up food
assistance to people most affected by
drought, flooding, and economic
stagnation.
Humanitarian Aid

UN Security Council ‘utterly
failed’ Syrian detainees; a
victim voices her plea to ‘end
impunity and stop this horror’
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The Security Council has “utterly failed
Syrian detainees and their families”,
Amina Khoulani, Co-founder of Families
for Freedom, told the Security Council
on Wednesday, during a meeting
focussed on those who have been jailed
or gone missing across Syria, during
years of brutal conflict.
Peace and Security

All States have ‘primary
responsibility’ to protect
against hate attacks
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The UN’s top rights official has added
her voice to condemnation of the
weekend mass-shootings in the cities of
El Paso and Dayton, insisting on
Tuesday that “not just the US, but all
States” should do more to stop
discrimination.
Human Rights

‘Cataclysmic events’ in
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, began
‘global push’ against nuclear
weapons says Guterres,
honouring victims
UN Photo/Yoshito Matsushige

Paying homage to those who perished
as the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima, as well as the many others
whose lives were devastated in the
years that followed, UN chief António
Guterres on Tuesday underscored their
“courage and moral leadership” in
reminding the world of “the human cost
of nuclear war”.
Peace and Security

Colombia offers nationality
rights to Venezuelan children
born there: UN hails ‘very
important step’
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The UN migration agency, IOM, has
welcomed Colombia’s decision on
Monday to grant nationality status to
more than 24,000 Venezuelan babies
born inside the country after their
parents fled across the border.
Migrants and Refugees

Myanmar
companies bankroll ‘brutal
operations’ of
military, independent UN
experts claim in new report
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Money earned by the Myanmar military
from international and domestic
business deals, “substantially enhances
its ability to carry out gross violations of
human rights with impunity” according
to a report released on Monday by an
independent United Nations group
looking into military-business ties in the
South East Asian country.
Human Rights
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