FRA weekly 28 January – 4 February
1. HIGHLIGHTS

a. Promising greater data control to users not controllers
Last March, nearly 90 million users discovered that their personal data had been abused as the
Facebook-Cambridge Analytica scandal broke. This happened just two months before Europe’s
revamped data protection rules were due to apply. Marking Europe’s Data Protection Day on 28
January, FRA urges users to regain control of their personal data.

b. Antisemitism in the EU persists seven decades after the Holocaust
With antisemitism once again on the rise, International Holocaust Remembrance Day on 27 January
is a moment to reaffirm our commitment to human rights and remember the millions who were
killed during the Second World War. Last December, Member States agreed to significantly scale up
efforts to combat antisemitism. The EU Council’s Declaration promised a common approach to
better protect Jewish communities and institutions across Europe.

c. Recurring migrant deaths at sea, a grim reminder of need for solutions, says FRA
The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights is extremely sad to learn of the reports of 170 migrants
feared dead following two shipwrecks in the Mediterranean Sea over the weekend. These deaths
are on top of the nearly 2,300 people estimated to have died or gone missing at sea trying to reach
Europe last year. “While smugglers line their pockets, too many migrants are paying the ultimate
price as they try to escape war, flee persecution or simply pursue a dream,” said FRA Director
Michael O’Flaherty. “This appalling loss of life cannot be allowed to continue. We urgently need
solutions so migrants are not forced to risk their lives at sea to reach Europe.”

2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. FRA at Europe’s major privacy and data protection conference
At this year’s International Computers, Privacy and Data Protection Conference (CPDP) in Brussels
from 31 January, the agency will introduce three strands of its research. FRA’s Director will speak on
a panel organised by the European Data Protection Supervisor on migration and security and the
impact on the rights and freedoms of individuals. FRA will host a panel on data quality, an often
overlooked aspect in fundamental rights compliant data processing. Here FRA will introduce its
research on artificial intelligence and fundamental rights. Finally, FRA will speak on a panel on digital
crime control: the impact of predictive policing on democracy. It will introduce its works in relation
to profiling and fundamental rights. The CPDP is one of the biggest European privacy events. FRA has
sponsored it for the past six conferences. (Contact: Elise Lassus / David Reichel)

b. Panel discussion to tackle online hate speech and Artificial Intelligence
FRA’s Director, Michael O’Flaherty, will give the opening address at a roundtable discussion on
Artificial Intelligence and online hate speech on 31 January in Brussels. The roundtable is being
organised by the Centre on Regulation in Europe (CERRE). It will cover the use of machine learning
algorithms for filtering hate speech online. Experts from different fields will contribute to the
discussion on opportunities and challenges of filtering online hatred from the technical, legal and
policy perspectives. (Contact: David Reichel)

c. European Parliament discusses voting rights for people with disabilities
On 30 January in Brussels, the agency will take part in a seminar on political participation organised
by the European Parliament’s disability intergroup. The seminar provides an opportunity to discuss
the right to vote for people with disabilities in Europe ahead of the 2019 European Parliament

elections, as well as ways forward to promote equal participation. FRA will draw on the results of its
update of the agency’s research on the right to vote for people deprived of legal capacity. The
update will be published at the end of February. (Contact: Martha Stickings)

d. Enhancing reception and integration of unaccompanied children
The agency will join a panel debate on 31 January on how to improve reception and integration of
unaccompanied children through family-based care. The debate is part of an expert meeting in
Vienna organised by International Organization for Migration and the International Federation of
Educative Communities. They are presenting their EU-funded projects FAB-Fostering-acrossborders and FORUM-FOR Unaccompanied minors which focus on training professionals and families.
These projects build on FRA’s recommendation to provide reception and accommodation of
unaccompanied children in foster care. During the debate, FRA will refer to its on-going work. This
includes developing a practical guide to help child victims of trafficking or in need of protection,
its assessment of the long term impact of the 2015 asylum emergency and its updates on the asylum
and migration situation in 14 EU Member States. This work is contributing to the European
Commission’s Communication on the protection of children in migration. (Contact: Astrid
Podsiadlowski)

e. Human rights in the EU – lessons learned for Taiwan
On 30 and 31 January, the agency will give a presentation on human rights indicators and National
Human Rights Institutions in the EU to government officials and civil society in Taiwan. This is a
follow up to the first-ever Taiwan-EU human rights consultation in 2018, where these topics were
key aspects discussed. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

f. European Investment Bank discusses human rights
On 4 February, the European Investment Bank will host a civil society seminar in Luxembourg with
its Board of Directors. The agency has been invited to speak on a panel covering environmental and
social challenges, including human rights. The event will be an opportunity to underscore the
importance of fundamental rights in the lending activities of the Bank. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

g. Fundamental Rights Platform Advisory Panel discusses next steps
The Advisory Panel of the agency’s Fundamental Rights Platform will convene from 5 to 6 February
at FRA. The Platform is FRA’s channel for cooperation and information exchange with civil society
organisations active in the field of fundamental rights, bringing together over 700 civil society
organisations from across the EU. The Panel will focus on the future development of the FRP, with a
focus on developing the Platform as ‘protective space’ in the context ofFRA’s work on civil society
space. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a.

Charter training for Finnish civil servants

On 16 January, the Agency carried out Fundamental Rights Charter training in Helsinki, together with
the Finnish Human Rights Centre and the Finnish Ministry of Justice. Around 100 participants
attended. They were mostly civil servants working in the various ministries in Finland. FRA gave an
introduction to the added value of the Charter and how to use it in practice. They was also a detailed
presentation on the EU’s data protection legal framework. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg / Elise
Lassus)

b. FRA joins Global Constructive Journalism conference

At the Global Constructive Journalism Conference in Geneva on 18 January, participants explored
values-based communications as a means to restore trust in media. At the event, FRA’s 10 Keys to
effectively communicating human rights was distributed to audience of 570 journalists and media
experts. The conference discussed why and how media can combat trivialisation and sensationalism
by emphasising reporting that is more accurate, balanced and solutions-focused. FRA’s media
toolkit will follow this approach. It will act as a one-stop-shop of news examples, know-how tips and
information sources for journalists covering news where a fundamental rights angle is needed to
enhance credibility, accountability and humanity. (Contact: Blanca Tapia)

