Children of ISIS-parents currently detained in Syria/Iraq
The situation and the future for the children of ISIS-parents has been heavily debated in
European countries over the past year. We acknowledge that the issue is complex and with
many legal, political and national security issues needing to be addressed.
As part of EFPA, the standing committee on Crisis, Disaster and Trauma psychology, wishes
to remain politically neutral. However, this expert group wishes to acknowledge the
likelihood of psycho-developmental harm affecting these vulnerable children should their
needs not be fully considered.
There is mounting evidence that many of the detained children are sick, malnourished,
injured and traumatized. Many of the children are very young, placing them in an extremely
vulnerable position.
The Standing Committee would like to emphasise from our professional and ethical position
as trauma psychologists’ certain actions should be taken to safeguard the children’s current
and future health and wellbeing.
1. The children should be evacuated from the camps to a place of safety together
with their primary caregiver (generally their mothers)
This recommendation is supported by research dating back to WWII. Children
evacuated from war zones without their parents showed more long-term reactions
than those who stayed with their parents despite their increased exposure to
warfare.
UNHCR and UNICEF guidelines following the Yugoslavia/Balkan-war recommends
that children should be evacuated with their caregivers, and if separation is
necessary, they should be reunited as soon as possible.
Clinical experience from working with children in war and other crisis situations, has
shown the importance of maintaining and establishing safe, secure and familiar
relationships and attachment bonds.
2. Long-term follow up requires children to maintain contact and receive support
from their primary caregiver.
The mothers play a pivotal role in a child’s adjustment to a new life and capacity to
form new attachments, to receive treatment and become rehabilitated. Where
mothers are required to serve time in prison, contact with the child is possible to be
maintained in a controlled, gentle and safe manner.
3. Protection of the Rights of the Child

The UN Convention of the Rights of the Child stresses that the interest of the child,
their need and well-being, should be the main concern in issues regarding children,
and that they have a right to life, physical integrity and family life.
The Standing Committee for Crisis, Disaster and Trauma therefore recommend, that
should it be decided to evacuate the children of ISIS parents they are evacuated with their
mothers to a place of safety.

