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Today, June 17th 2019, a special issue on Human Rights and Psychology from the
European Psychologist journal is being published. The entire issue is available free of
charge from the release date and until September 17th 2019. Open Access link:
https://econtent.hogrefe.com/toc/epp/24/2.
Human Rights are of crucial importance to everyone in the world, psychologists
included, and in 2013 the European Federation of Psychologists’ Associations (EFPA)
called for psychologists and their associations to engage more strongly in protection and
promotion of human rights. Today, the call is even more urgent as we are witnessing
threats and reversal of fundamental human rights in over half the countries included in
the World Justice Project report for 2017-18.
In 2017, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health expressed strong concerns regarding
the recurrence of human rights violations in mental health settings. Stakeholders were
encouraged to move towards mental health systems that are based on and compliant
with human rights.
However, in order to answer to these calls, psychologists need to know Human Rights,
and develop awareness about how, where and when fundamental rights are at stake,
and how to take effective action. Lack of attention to human rights in psychology
education has left the mutual relevance of Human Rights and psychology relatively
unexplored. This special issue illuminates why Human Rights are part of psychology and
how psychology can contribute to the fulfilment of the Human Rights’ agenda.
The nine original articles cover a range of topics: children’s rights and bullying,
supported decision-making and rights based approaches in dementia care, protection of
refugees’ basic human rights, and the ethics and human rights crisis of the American
Psychological Association. The collection of articles includes thoughtful considerations

of why clinical psychology should be human rights based, prescribing a professional
stance of the psychologist as a practitioner-activist, how Human Rights should be
integrated in teaching professional ethics, an example of how psychologists’ associations
could strengthen an explicit human rights agenda by establishing national human rights
committees, and lastly, a critical theoretical discussion of the epistemological and
ontological underpinnings of human rights and psychology.
The European Psychologist special issue is edited by a team from EFPA’s Board Human
Rights and Psychology consisting of Kerstin Söderström, Polli Hagenaars, Tony
Wainwright, and Ulrich Wagner. The team hopes and expects that the collection of
articles will spark interest and discussion, provide the reader with valuable insights,
experiences and explorations, and play a part In developing the synergy between the
two fields and their increasing integration.

