FRA – FRP 16 December – 13 January
1. HIGHLIGHTS
a) FRA invites civil society to share its experiences
As part of its work on civic space challenges, FRA consults annually over 700 civil society
organisations, through itsFundamental Rights Platform, about their experiences. The consultation
covering 2019 is open from 9 December 2019 until 16 January 2020. Organisations are invited to
share their experiences in the following areas: enabling regulatory environment, threats and attacks,
access to finance and resources, access to the decision-making process and participation. The report
from the 2018 consultation is available here: Civil society space: Views of organisations.
(Contact: Waltraud Heller)
a) Criminal detention: Are rights respected?
Overcrowding, poor sanitary conditions and limited time outside cells in prisons violate detainees’
rights and jeopardise rehabilitation, finds a new Fundamental FRA report. The findings and
supporting database will help judges and lawyers assess shortcomings in prison conditions when
deciding on cross-border cases.
b) Make every day human rights day
On 10 December it was human rights day, a day that celebrates the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and what it means to all of us. But it should be a cause for celebration every day.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Round-table meeting to focus on facial recognition
FRA will present findings on facial recognition technology from its recent paper on fundamental
rights considerations in the context of law enforcement. It will give its presentation to a round-table
meeting in Paris on 19 December. The meeting will ask where are we at and where are we going
when it comes to prohibiting, experimenting, generalizing and regulating facial recognition.
(Contact: Mario Oetheimer)
b) Seminar explores anti-Muslim hatred online
FRA will take part in a seminar that will assess tools for monitoring, analysing and tackling antiMuslim hatred online, such as FRA’s database on anti-Muslim hatred. The seminar will take place in
Toulouse on 18 December. (Contact:Elise Lassus)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) European Commission’s antisemitism working group holds second meeting
During the second meeting of the European Commission’s antisemitism working group, Member
States exchanged best practices and shared experiences of their efforts to prevent, address and
respond to antisemitism through education. It brought together representatives of national
ministries of education and national special envoys on antisemitism, of national Jewish communities
and Jewish umbrella organisations, as well as relevant international organisations. Concrete tools to
develop holistic strategies for education were shared with Member States. On 6 December 2018,
the European Commission created a working group on antisemitism within the existing High-level

Member States expert group on racism and xenophobia. The aim is to support Member States in the
adoption of a holistic strategy to prevent and fight all forms of antisemitism as part of their
strategies on preventing racism, xenophobia, radicalisation and violent extremism by the end of
2020 in line with a Council declaration. The meeting took place in Brussels on 10 December.
(Contact: Henri Nickels)
b) From words to action against antisemitism
FRA took part in a mobilising event on 10 December in Brussels organised by the European
Parliament’s Working Group on Antisemitism, the European Jewish Congress and B'nai B'rith
International for. At the ‘AFTER HALLE: from words to action against antisemitism’ event, there were
keynote speeches from the presidents of the European Commission, the European Parliament, and
European Jewish Congress. (Contact: Henri Nickels)
c) FRA speaks to Parliament on the recast Return Directive
The International Organisation for Migration, the UN Refugee Agency and FRA presented their views
on the proposed recast Return Directive to the new Rapporteur and Shadow Rapporteurs in the
European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE). An impact
assessment prepared by the European Parliament Research Service was also presented at the
meeting. Looking at both the fundamental rights impact and sustainability of returns, all speakers
underlined the risks related to enhancing the use of pre-removal detention, limiting the possibilities
for voluntary departure, and the reduction of procedural safeguards proposed by the legislative
draft. The meeting took place on 9 December in Brussels. (Contact: Michal Nespor)
d) Facial recognition technology discussed at the DAPIX working group
FRA presented its paper on facial recognition technology to the Council Working Party on
information exchange and data protection (DAPIX) on 5 December in Brussels. The paper provides
an overview of fundamental rights considerations when public authorities plan to use facial
recognition technology. (Contact: David Reichel)
e) Supporting regions, cities and rural areas in migrant integration
FRA presented findings from its report on the integration of young refugees during a conference in
Brussels on 2 and 3 December. The European Commission and the Committee of the Regions
organised the ‘Go local: supporting regions, cities and rural areas in migrants’ integration’ event. In a
workshop on housing young refugees, organised by FRA, participants discussed ways of addressing
housing challenges arising at two stages: when asylum applicants are granted international
protection and when unaccompanied children turn 18. (Contact: Martina Huber)
f) German Federal Police hold autumn conference
The German Federal Police held their autumn conference in Wiesbaden from 27 to 28 November. It
covered threats to security and democracy posed by extremist hate. FRA presented survey and
research findings in relation to experiences of harassment. It referred to the EU-level responses and
to the work of the High Level Group on Racism and Xenophobia. The need to strengthen collection
of data in the Member States was highlighted. (Contact: Ann-Charlotte Nygård)
g) New language versions of data protection handbook
The handbook on European data protection law is designed to familiarise legal practitioners not
specialised in data protection with this emerging area of the law. It is now also out in Bulgarian,
Georgian and Greek. This adds to the existing English, German, French, Hungarian, Italian and
Spanish versions. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)
h) FRA antisemitism report summary translations now out

Summaries of the findings from the biggest survey of discrimination and hate crime against
Jews ever conducted worldwide are now available in Bulgarian, Czech, Estonian, Greek, Hebrew,
Latvian, Maltese, Slovak, Slovenian and Portuguese. Summaries are also available in in Croatian,
Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Romanian and
Spanish. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)
i) Additional language versions of preventing unlawful profiling guide out now
The guide of preventing unlawful profiling today and in the future explains what profiling is, the legal
frameworks that regulate it, and why conducting profiling lawfully is both necessary to comply with
fundamental rights and crucial for effective policing and border management. It is now available in
Italian, Polish and Spanish. This complements the existing English, French and German
versions. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

