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1. HIGHLIGHTS
Children’s best interests take priority in migrant returns
Last year, almost 20,000 unaccompanied children sought asylum in the EU; some inevitably have to
leave. FRA’s latest focus paper guides national authorities when deciding whether to return children,
not accompanied by parents, to their home countries to ensure compliance with EU and
international law.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
Advancing LGBTI equality in the EU
The Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU and European Commission are organising a highlevel conference in Brussels on advancing LGBTI equality in the EU. On 23 September, the FRA
Director will be part of a panel discussion on the challenges and discrimination LGBTI people face in
the EU. FRA will also take nnpart in workshops during the event. The aim of the workshops, which
tackle a number of issues ranging from hate crime and discrimination against LGBTI people to crossborder issues for LGBTI people and their families, is to inform future policies and efforts for
achieving LGBTI equality. On 24 September, FRA will then give a presentation at a workshop on
access to education, health and employment for LGBTI people. This year the Commission’s list of
actions to advance LGBTI equality will come to its end. During the conference the achievements will
be highlighted with a focus on how to advance LGBTI equality in the years to come. In addition, on
23 September, FRA will be part of a meeting on LGBTI inclusion in the Western Balkans. It will
discuss policy options to promote LGBTI inclusion, building upon an LGBTI survey which the World
Bank carried out in the Western Balkans based on FRA’s EU LGBT survey 2012. (Contact: Sami Nevala
/ Juul van Hoof)
EEA and Norway Grants and FRA discuss cooperation
FRA will welcome representatives of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Permanent
Mission of Norway to the International Organizations in Vienna and the Financial Mechanism Office
on 24 September. The meeting is part of their annual reunions to review and support cooperation
between FRA, and the EEA and Norway Grants. Currently, FRA and the Grants cooperate in
programmes and projects in a number of EU Member States, as well as in horizontal EU activities,
including fundamental rights conferences organised also in cooperation with the Presidencies of the
Council of the EU. (Contact: Maria Amor Martin Estebanez)
FRA joins fact-finding workshop on children with disabilities
From 23 to 24 September, FRA will take part in a fact-finding workshop in Riga on children with
disabilities. The workshop is being organised by the European Commission. It is the first in a series of
discussions feeding in to the Feasibility Study for a Child Guarantee commissioned by the European
Commission. At the meeting, FRA will present the findings of its report From institutions to
community living: perspectives from the ground, highlighting the drivers and barriers of successful
deinstitutoinalisation. (Contact: Martha Stickings)
Symposium to address the human rights of LGBTIQ people
FRA will speak at a symposium, entitled ‘Somewhere beyond the rainbow’, organised by Vienna

University and Ludwig Boltzman Institute. It will address the human rights situation of LGBTIQ
people from the international, European and national perspectives. It will bring together legal
experts and practitioners. It takes place in Vienna on 24 September. (Contact: Patrycja Pogodzinska)
FRA’s Executive Board to meet
The FRA Executive Board will meet at the Agency on 27 September. The Executive Board will discuss
several issues concerning FRA’s ongoing work. (Contact: Elena Balzarini).
Conference to focus on attitudes and violence towards LGBTI people
On 26 September, FRA will attend a conference in Budapest on LGBTI people and violence in Europe:
studying attitudes, changing minds. The main results from the European Call it Hate project will be
shared. The project addresses LGBT communities and the wider general public, aiming to raise
awareness of anti-LGBT hate crime among victims and witnesses and encouraging reporting. FRA
will speak in two sessions: on the main results of its research and on tackling anti-LGBT hate crime at
the European and international level. The focus of FRA’s participation will be from the angle of hate
crime, since no data from the LGBTI survey is available yet. (Contact: Juul van Hoof)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
Flagging key issues from FRA’s Fundamental Rights Report 2019 to the European Parliament
On 12 September, FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty presented the Fundamental Rights Report 2019
to the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs in Brussels. In
his address he highlighted five groups of people particularly at risk: Jews, Muslims, Roma, migrants
and the general public when it comes to issues related to data protection and privacy. He also
referred to five signs of hope such as legal and policy developments, good practice at Member
States’ level, activities of civil society organisations, greater use of the EU’s Fundamental Rights
Charter by the courts and EU institutions, and the increasing attention to the Sustainable
Development Goals. During the exchange of views that followed, MEPs discussed fundamental rights
issues with a special focus on the implementation of the Charter. (Contact: Gerald Rosskogler)
European Commission’s child rights interservice group meets
FRA was part of the European Commission’s Inter-Service Group on the Rights of the Child meeting
that took place in Brussels on 12 September. In view of the priorities of the new European
Commission, the meeting discussed developments regarding child rights. The focus was on child
poverty and the proposal to establish a European Child Guarantee as a tool to fight poverty and
ensure access of every child at risk of poverty and social exclusion to basic rights and services, such
as education, healthcare, early childhood education and care, decent housing and adequate
nutrition. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)
Increasing Ceuta’s capacity to identify vulnerable people
Upon request by the Spanish authorities, FRA has carried out its fourth capacity building workshop
from 10 to 11 September for staff working in El Centro de Estancia Temporal de Inmigrantes (CETI)
Ceuta. The workshop was delivered together with the European Asylum Support Office and UN’s
Refugee Agency in Spain. It focused on identifying vulnerable groups and covered the topics of
international protection, human trafficking, child protection, family unity, and sexual and genderbased violence. (Contact: Katarina Lughofer / Monica Gutierrez)
FRA shares its views with Council Working Party on criminal cooperation
On 6 September in Brussels, FRA presented its work in the area of the European arrest warrant,
mutual trust and criminal detention to the Council of the EU’s working party on criminal cooperation
(COPEN). The meeting was organised by the Finnish Presidency. FRA spoke about alternatives to
criminal detention and conditions of detention. It also referred to the ongoing research regarding

access to a Lawyer in the EAW proceedings and conditions of detention, in advance of its report that
will be published on 27 September. (Contact: Matylda Pogorzelska)

