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1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Facial recognition technology: fundamental rights considerations in law enforcement
Private companies and public authorities worldwide increasingly use facial recognition technology. Several EU
Member States are now considering, testing or planning to use it for law enforcement purposes as well. While
this technology potentially supports fighting terrorism and solving crimes, it also affects people’s fundamental
rights. A new FRA paper looks at the fundamental rights implications of relying on live facial recognition
technology, focusing on its use for law enforcement and border management purposes.
a) Building on 10 years of the Fundamental Rights Charter
Ten years ago, on 1 December, the full force of the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter came into play. This
landmark bill of rights for the EU has the power to make a difference. One decade on, it is yet to reach its full
potential. This is changing, slowly but surely.
b) Business-related human rights abuse and remedies
Ensuring access to effective remedy is an important part of global efforts to encourage business conduct that
respects human rights. Anew FRA paper looks at examples of business-related human rights abuse and
identifies key factors facilitating access to remedy. A comparative report will follow in 2020, which will identify
obstacles for victims seeking justice and put forward proposals to overcome them.

2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) FRA Director visits Germany ahead of Council Presidency
The FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty will be in Berlin to prepare for the forthcoming German Presidency of the
Council of the EU. He will be there from 4 to 5 December to discuss with the German Federal Government
ministries and other stakeholders how the agency can support the Presidency, which will run from 1 July until
31 December 2020. The Director will have meetings at the Federal Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Justice and
Consumer Protection, Interior, Labour and Social Affairs, and Family, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, as
well as with the Federal Antisemitism Coordinator. In addition, the Director will meet colleagues at the
European Commission Representation and with the Directors of the Federal Equality Body and the German
Institute for Human Rights. (Contact: Martha Stickings / Gerald Rosskogler)
b) FRA Director joins EU Justice and Home Affairs Ministers
EU Justice Ministers will meet on 3 December in Brussels. The FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty will be there at
the invitation of the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU. He will focus on discussions on the Council
Conclusions on Victims’ Rights, which should be adopted by Ministers at the meeting. He will also be part of
the justice lunch debate where ministers will raise a toast to mark the 10th anniversary of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the EU becoming legally binding, before discussing the role of the Justice and Home
Affairs Council in the EU’s new rule of law cycle. (Contact: Martha Stickings)
c) FRA feeds into EU affairs parliamentary debate
The FRA Director, Michael O’Flaherty, will speak during the plenary meeting of the Conference of
Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs of Parliaments of the EU (COSAC) in Helsinki on 2 December. He
will take part in the session devoted to promoting the Rule of Law in the EU and the EU’s Fundamental Rights
Charter. His contribution will be followed by an exchange of views with national parliamentarians that are part
of the EU Member States delegations participating in COSAC. (Contact: Maria Amor Martin Estebanez)
d) Towards a common hashtag for Human Rights Day
At the Human Rights Communicators Workshop, held on 2 and 3 October at FRA, participants suggested to use
a common hashtag for international human rights day on 10 December 2019.
#MakeEveryDayHumanRightsDay was chosen. FRA feels it has a clear link to Human Rights Day, is timeless and

includes a call for action. FRA invites others to use it in their communications on humans rights day, linking to
their own objectives, focus or campaigns. (Contact: Friso Roscam Abbing)
e) FRA joins International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance meeting
FRA will take part in the meeting of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance in Luxembourg on 3
December. The meeting will be held under the Chairmanship of Luxembourg. FRA will discuss a number of
recent projects, including work on assessing the use of the IHRA Working Definition and a report on Jewish
youth in the EU. FRA will also partake in the meeting of the chair with permanent international partners. FRA
has been a permanent international partner of IHRA since 2006. (Contact: Katerina Vyzvaldova)
f) Improving the situation of human rights defenders in the EU
FRA will present the situation of human rights defenders in the EU during the EU NGO Forum in Brussels from
3 to 4 December. The annual Forum is organised by the EU’s External Action Service (EEAS) together with
the Human Rights and Democracy Network(HRDN). This year the focus is on human rights: building a fair
environmental future. On 4-5 December, FRA will then speak at the European Civic Forum conference ‘Civil
Society for rights and equality’ about an enabling framework for civil society and the role of the EU. Both
presentations will draw on FRA’s civic space work. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)
g) European Parliament discussion on exploitation and violence against migrant workers
FRA will chair a panel discussion on access to remedies in practice that will look at what are the critical barriers
and next steps to protecting migrant workers. It will include some reflections in relation to the findings of
FRA’s severe labour exploitation project. The aim of the event is to engage with returning and newly elected
MEPs and other key institutional stakeholders on measures that the new European Parliament and European
Commission can take for victims of exploitation to access an effective remedy. This includes the specific
recommendations of the Special Adviser on compensation for victims of crime who will speak at the event.
The event takes place on 2 December in Brussels. (Contact: Alice Hamilton)
h) UN Human Rights Council looks to human rights and sustainable development
FRA will contribute to a UN’s Human Rights Council debate in Geneva on 3 December. It will present findings
from its publication ‘Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU: a matter of human and
fundamental rights’ and share examples of its relevant statistical data and other evidence. The debate forms
part of the Human Rights Council Intersessional meeting on Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda, a Decade for
Action and Delivery on the SDGs. This high-level conference will explore how can promoting human rights
accelerate the realisation of the SDGs. It will address the challenges of combating inequalities to leave no one
behind. The event will also focus on human rights and SDG implementation at the national level.
(Contact: Massimo Toschi)
i) More efficient border cooperation for protecting children
Missing Children Europe invited FRA to present its child protection guide focusing on victims of trafficking
during a policy debate. The meeting takes place on 4 December in Brussels. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)
j) FRA’s Scientific Committee to meet
The agency’s Scientific Committee will meet on 6 December at FRA. At this meeting, the Scientific Committee
members will discuss FRA reports and have an exchange on current FRA research activities. (Contact: Gabriel
Toggenburg)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) FRA Director meets new EU Home Affairs Commissioner
On 20 November in Brussels, FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty met the new European Commissioner for Home
Affairs, Ylva Johansson to inform her of relevant FRA work. The Commissioner took note of his offer of
continued FRA engagement in the area of migration and security to support fundamental rights compliant
policies and legislation. (Contact: Ann-Charlotte Nygård)
b) Exchange with European Parliament Group on civic space
FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty presented key challenges for civil society organisations in the EU and
suggested ways forward to the European Parliament in Strasbourg on 28 November. He was invited to

exchange views with the European Parliament’s Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights Monitoring
Group on shrinking civil society space in light of democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights backsliding in
Europe. He drew on FRA’s work on civic space. (Contact: Waltraud Heller / Gerald Rosskogler)
c) Human rights cities: great potential for improving fundamental rights in the EU
Cities as well as local and regional level governments are well placed to address many fundamental rights
issues. The localisation of rights creates great opportunities to empower cities and other local governments.
This was a key message experts and human rights cities' practitioners brought together by FRA on 27-28
November 2019 in Brussels. Participants included local representatives from Vienna, Barcelona, Utrecht, the
Gdansk Metropole, Turin, Bordeaux, the region Västra Götaland, cities networks such as UCLG (United Cities
and Local Governments) and the human rights cities network, as well as the UN and human rights experts.
Hosted by the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), the participants worked on a framework of
commitments for human rights cities. It should be closely related to EU instruments, such as the Fundamental
Rights Charter, include guiding principles and rights, and process-related commitments such as transparency
or accountability. It will also include concrete examples on how these principles have been addressed locally.
Participants called for FRA to be more strongly involved to support the establishment of easy model of review
and accreditation and also to facilitate strengthening of human rights cities through research and guidance on
funding. The meeting follows up on a 'Policy Lab', co-organised by FRA and the City of Vienna in 2018, on
strengthening human rights cities in Europe. (Contact:Jonas Grimheden / Geraldine Guille)
d) FRA joins Council of Europe cybercrime conference
FRA joined the Council of Europe’s Octopus Conference on cybercrime in Strasbourg from 10 to 22 November.
It introduced its upcoming handbook on European Law relating to cybercrime and fundamental rights that will
be co-edited by FRA and the Council of Europe. (Contact: Antonio Gutierrez)
e) EU migration and asylum conference focuses on future priorities
FRA joined discussions on EU return and readmission policies at a European conference on EU migration and
asylum policies commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Tampere European Council Concussions. The
conference, co-organised by the Odysseus Academic Network, the European Migration Network and the
European Policy Centre, took place in Helsinki from 24 to 25 October. The aim of the conference was
to discuss recent and upcoming developments in this domain, after 20 years of the Tampere Conclusions, and
to formulate suggestions for EU policymakers for the next five years strategic planning on justice and home
affairs issues. It attracted some 400 participants including high-level experts and policymakers from EU
institutions and agencies, EU Member States, international organisations, NGOs and academia.
(Contact: Tamas Molnar)
f) Asian regional human rights commission visited FRA
The human rights commission of the ten-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), visited FRA
on 25 November for an exchange of practices. The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human
Rights (AICHR), with an independent expert appointed by each of the Member States and experts from the
secretariat in Jakarta, discussed a range of issues with FRA staff, including violence against women – on the
international day devoted to its elimination. Other topics were National Human Rights Institutions, the rights
of the child, and criminal justice. The visit was linked to the human rights dialogue that the EU regularly has
with ASEAN. Later in the week, on 27 November, the dialogue between the EU and ASEAN took place in
Brussels, with FRA participating. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)
g) Discussing fundamental rights risks and opportunities of EU IT systems
On 14-15 November, FRA was part of the PICUM legal seminar on data protection, immigration enforcement
and fundamental rights. The Brussels seminar focused on fundamental rights implications of setting-up the
upgraded and new EU IT systems and their interoperability, particularly for irregular migrants. It looked at the
law enforcement access to the systems and consequences for people with irregular status. It also informed
legal practitioners about the remedies available and safeguards in the underlying systems and their
interoperability. FRA touched upon the broader fundamental rights implications for non-EU nationals,
underscoring the weak position of the person whose data is recorded in the systems, in case of mistakes.
Furthermore, drawing on its work on the EU IT systems, FRA provided concrete evidence on challenges to the
exercise of the data subjects rights. FRA encouraged legal aid workers and civil society to support individuals in

exercising their right to information, right to access, change and erase personal data. (Contact: Ann-Charlotte
Nygård / Sara Sighinolfi)

