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First Person: DR Congo doctor
prepares for latest in long line
of health crises

© UNICEF/Thomas Nybo

Health professionals working with the
World Health Organization (WHO) in
eastern Democratic of Congo (DRC),
have been dealing with the deadly
Ebola epidemic since August 2018. This
experience is helping them to prepare
for the latest disease to arrive: COVID19.
Health

Africa mobilizing to minimize
losses as COVID-19 pandemic
continues worldwide advance

UN Photo: Isaac Billy

From procuring test kits to promoting
debt relief, the UN will stand in
solidarity with Africa as it braces
against the unprecedented economic,
social and health impacts of the COVID19 pandemic, Secretary-General
António Guterres pledged on
Wednesday.
Health

Coronavirus pandemic
threatens crises-ravaged
communities, UN appeals for
global support

A psychosocial counsellor in Jordan's
Azraq refugee camp informed the UN
Population Fund (UNFPA) on Thursday
that during the first four days of the
COVID-19 lockdown she called
beneficiaries to let them know that
“virtual support" was available.
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Health

WHO reviewing impact of US
funding withdrawal amid
COVID-19 pandemic
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The head of the World Health
Organization (WHO) on Wednesday
upheld the importance of international
solidarity in tackling the COVID-19
pandemic: a “dangerous enemy” to all
humanity.
Health

Migrants among most
vulnerable, as IOM ramps up
coronavirus response
worldwide

IOM

The International Organization for
Migration (IOM) has expanded the
scope of its Global Strategic
Preparedness and Response Plan
(SPRP),to include far-reaching
interventions that aim to mitigate the
dire health and socio-economic impacts
of the pandemic, the agency said on
Wednesday.
Migrants and Refugees

Even during COVID-19, art
‘brings us closer together than
ever’ – UN cultural agency
With billions of people either in
lockdown or on the front lines battling
the COVID-19 pandemic, this first
celebration of World Art Day is a timely
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reminder that “art has the power to
unite and connect in times of crisis”, the
head of the UN Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
said on Wednesday.
Culture and Education

First Person: The power of art in
a time of coronavirus crisis

Ana Mazzeo

In Italy, impromptu concerts, performed
from apartment balconies, have
become one of the features of life under
lockdown. On UNESCO World Art Day,
which falls on April 15, a professional
violinist told UN News how he is using
his talent to help others through the
crisis.
Health

COVID-19 environmental roll
back ‘irrational’ and
irresponsible’: rights expert
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Countries must not use the COVID-19
pandemic as an excuse to weaken
environmental protection and
enforcement, a UN independent human
rights expert said on Wednesday.
Human Rights

During this coronavirus
pandemic, ‘fake news’ is
putting lives at risk: UNESCO
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Unreliable and false information is
spreading around the world to such an
extent, that some commentators are
now referring to the new avalanche of
misinformation that’s accompanied the
COVID-19 pandemic as a
‘disinfodemic’.
Health

Now is ‘not the time’ to reduce
funding for the World Health
Organization in COVID-19 fight,
urges Guterres
UN Photo/Jean Marc Ferre

Now is a time for unity in the global
battle to push the COVID-19 pandemic
into reverse, not a time to cut the
resources of the World Health
Organization (WHO), which is
spearheading and coordinating the
global body’s efforts, said UN
chief António Guterres, on Tuesday.
Health

COVID-19: Major airlift
operation, part of wider UN
supply chain effort, reaches
‘most vulnerable’ African
nations
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The first of the UN’s “Solidarity Flights”
carrying urgently needed medical
equipment to Africa, has arrived in
Addis Ababa, agencies said on Tuesday,
part of a UN-wide initiative to ensure
life-saving medical supplies get to
where they are needed in the battle
against COVID-19.
Humanitarian Aid

Online predators put millions of
children at risk during COVID19 pandemic lockdown
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Self-isolation has driven more and more
children to move online during the
COVID-19 pandemic, leading to an
unprecedented rise in screen time and
raising safety risks for millions of young
people, the UN said on Tuesday.
Health

Colombia: Security Council
hears of ‘epidemic of violence’
against civil society and ex-

combatants

UN Colombia

While political actors in Colombia are
uniting to confront COVID-19, they
must also work together to fight “the
epidemic of violence” against civil
society leaders, human rights defenders
and former combatants, the head of the
UN mission in the country said on
Tuesday during a Security Council
meeting held by videoconference.
Peace and Security

Syria coronavirus threat sparks
broad UN containment effort

UNICEF Syria

The United Nations and its partners are
doing their utmost to support a
comprehensive, multi-pronged effort to
stem the impact of COVID-19 in Syria,
where the viral disease has claimed the
lives of two people, sickened 23 others
and presented epic challenges for
ensuring the smooth delivery of lifesaving assistance.
Health

COVID-19: Growth forecast at
-3 per cent, as IMF offers debt
relief to most vulnerable
nations in Africa, Asia, Middle
East and Caribbean
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Forecasting the “worst economic
downturn since the Great Depression”,
the International Monetary Fund said
on Tuesday that growth for the year
was likely to end up at minus three per
cent, with a dramatic change evident
since the last World Economic Outlook
report in January.
Economic Development

World Chagas Disease Day
highlights ‘silent and silenced’

tropical illness
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Cost-effective interventions such as
blood screening, as well as improved
hygiene and food safety, could save
millions from what the World Health
Organization (WHO) has described as a
“silent and silenced disease” that mainly
affects poor people.
Health

Hatred going viral in
‘dangerous epidemic of
misinformation’ during COVID19 pandemic

© UNICEF/Lisa Adelson

As the world battles the deadly COVID19 pandemic and people are searching
for clear facts and answers to
questions, that could help save
countless lives, “a dangerous epidemic
of misinformation” is also spreading, the
United Nations chief warned on
Tuesday.
Health

COVID-19 isolation threatens
life-saving vaccinations for
millions of children globally

© UNICEF/Helene Sandbu Ryeng

As countries around the world continue
to battle the COVID-19 pandemic,
more than 117 million children risk
missing out on measles vaccines, two
UN agencies warned in Geneva on
Tuesday.
Health

Coronavirus Portal & News Updates
Readers can ﬁnd information and guidance on the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) from the UN, World Health Organization and UN
agencies here.

For daily news updates from UN News, click here.
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