Scholars at Risk's Advocacy Insider is a monthly summary of actions, reported threats, and
media on academic freedom worldwide. Have a question or want to get involved in SAR's
advocacy work? Email us at scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu.

SAR welcomes the release of graduate student Xiyue Wang!
Good news! After over three years in Evin
Prison in Iran, Princeton University graduate
student Xiyue Wang was released and
returned to US soil on December 7th.
SAR welcomes his release, and we are grateful
to everyone—members, Student Advocacy
Seminars, Academic Freedom Legal Clinics,
and the global higher education community—
who helped SAR advocate for Xiyue Wang.
Join SAR in helping imprisoned scholars by
taking action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison
Project.

Take more action through SAR's Student Advocacy Seminars and Legal Clinics.
Nominations for SAR’s 2020 Courage to Think Award are open

The Courage to Think Award recognizes individuals, groups or institutions that have demonstrated
an exemplary commitment to protecting scholars and promoting academic freedom through their
work, private or community service, or by facing personal risk.
It will be presented at the Scholars at Risk Network 2020 Global Congress in Baltimore on March
27, 2020.

Submit a nomination »
Take more action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison Project, Student Advocacy Seminars,
and Legal Clinics.
Free conservationist sentenced to ten years in prison in Iran!

Join SAR in seeking the release of Niloufar Bayani, a conservationist and scholar who was recently
sentenced to ten years in prison in connection to her research.
Ms. Bayani and her colleagues were arrested on January 24, 2018 on espionage charges while
doing field research and have since been held in Evin Prison, where Ms. Bayani alleges she was
tortured. On November 23, 2019, authorities convicted Ms. Bayani and her colleagues. Ms. Bayani
received a ten year prison sentence on charges of “contacts with the U.S. enemy state” and
“gaining illegitimate income.” Authorities further ordered Ms. Bayani to repay income she
received from the UN Environment Programme.
Take action »

Take more action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison Project, Student Advocacy Seminars,
and Legal Clinics.
SAR issues statement on violent crackdowns on Hong Kong campuses

On November 20, SAR issued a statement responding to reports of violent crackdowns on prodemocracy protesters on Hong Kong university campuses that have occurred since November 11.
SAR emphasized the importance of student expression, academic freedom, and the autonomy of
university space to democratic society and urged authorities to take immediate steps to deescalate violence and ensure the safety of campus communities.
Read the statement »

Take more action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison Project, Student Advocacy Seminars,
and Legal Clinics.
Attacks on Higher Education
Police use violent force against student protesters
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India, 11/18
Police reportedly used violent force against students demonstrating against a fee hike at
Jawaharlal Nehru University. Student protesters reported that police attacked them batons during
their march, resulting in multiple injuries.
Read more »
Hundreds injured as police clash with protesters on university campus
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, 11/17
Police clashed violently with protesters on the campus of Hong Kong Polytechnic University for
more than twenty-four hours. Hundreds were reportedly injured, including students, non-student
protesters, journalists, and medical volunteers, and many more arrested.
Read more »
Police raid university campuses, clash with protesters
Various Institutions, Hong Kong, 11/11
Several days of intense, violent clashes between police and protesters began as police carried out
raids on the campuses of several of Hong Kong’s major universities.
Read more »
Police fire water cannons at student protesters
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India, 11/11
Police and students from Jawaharlal Nehru University reportedly clashed during a protest over a
residence hall fee hike and other proposed policy reforms. Police reportedly fired water cannons
at protesters.
Read more »
Police and student protesters clash violently over campus closure
Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece, 11/11
Police reportedly clashed violently with Athens University of Economics and Business students and
others protesting the closing of campus following a police investigation. Several injuries resulted
from the clashes.
Read more »
Scholar’s home set on fire in targeted attack
Higher University of San Andrés, Bolivia, 11/10
Individuals allegedly linked to Bolivia’s former ruling party set fire to the home of Waldo
Albarracín, the rector of the Higher University of San Andrés in La Paz.
Read more »
Unidentified individuals set fire to university headquarters
Pedro de Valdivia University, Chile, 11/8

Unidentified individuals set fire to the headquarters of Pedro de Valdivia University in Santiago,
Chile. No injuries were reported as a result of the fire.
Read more »
At least twenty injured in attack on student and faculty demonstrators
Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh, 11/5
Individuals believed to be members of the Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL), the student wing of
the ruling political party, attacked student and faculty demonstrators, injuring at least twenty.
Read more »
Police fire live ammunition at student demonstrators
Southern Africa Nazarene University, South Africa, 11/4
Police fired live ammunition at students protesting unpaid student allowances at Southern Africa
Nazarene University,injuring a student. Students had been holding protests, seeking the payment
of allowances for accommodations and books.
Read more »
Security services conduct violent crackdown on student protesters
Makerere University, Uganda, 10/23
State security forces reportedly carried out a violent crackdown on students protesting a tuition
hike at Makerere University. Military and police personnel reportedly reportedly fired tear gas and
rubber bullets at student protesters.
Read more »
Politically-motivated attack injures twenty-seven
Alzaiem Alazhari University, Sudan, 10/20
Pro National Congress Party students reportedly attacked students of an opposing political group
at Alzaiem Alazhari University. Twenty-seven students were reportedly injured.
Read more »
Learn more about SAR's Academic Freedom Monitoring Project, which identifies and tracks
attacks on higher education communities in order to protect vulnerable individuals, promote
accountability, and prevent future attacks.
Academic Freedom in the News
Report denounces persecution of academics and universities worldwide, with unprecedented
focus on Brazil (Portuguese)
Mariana Alvim, BBC, 12/10
With five editions published, Scholars at Risk’s annual Free to Think report, which monitors the
persecution of academics and universities around the world, has displayed pictures from Iran,
Turkey, Pakistan and Egypt on its cover. For the 2019 edition, the cover image comes from Brazil.
Read more »
Is the threat to academic freedom growing?
Megan Zahneis, The Chronicle of Higher Education, 12/1
Robert Quinn started Scholars at Risk two decades ago. The project matters now more than ever.
In China, students and scholars are being imprisoned by the Communist Party at “re-education
camps.” In Sudan, authorities are beating and tear-gassing students participating in protests.
Read more »
Free them! (German)
Anna-Lena Scholz, Die Zeit, 11/27
In many countries, researchers are coming under increasing pressure. If science is attacked,
society is in danger. Take, for example, Fariba Adelkhah, a Professor of Anthropology at the French
university Sciences Po. She is the author of many books and essays on topics such as the role of
women in Iran, education and Islam, and the war in Afghanistan.

Read more »
Sign up for SAR's Academic Freedom Media Review, a weekly digest of news, essays, and other
media pertaining to academic freedom and higher education communities around the world.

