FRA 29 July - 2 September
FRA’s weekly newsletter will take a break over August. We will rejoin you in September. Have a
good summer!
1. HIGHLIGHTS
a. Removals continue: the reality of migration policies across Member States
Food deprivation, removals with no prior notice and the arrest of humanitarian workers carrying
out search and rescue operations at sea are some of the fundamental rights concerns FRA
identifies in its latest migration quarterly. It reports on some of the fallout in EU Member States as
they continue to harden their migration policies and laws. It also highlights longstanding problems
resulting from overcrowding and asylum processing.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. Alpbach Forum to discuss human rights under pressure
On 26 August, during this year’s Alpbach Forum, FRA and the International Ombudsman Institute
will run a session on human rights under pressure. It will explore the role Ombudspersons and
National Human Rights Institutions can play in strengthening democracy and the rule of law. It will
also examine the various pressures human rights defenders face in their daily work to promote and
protect rights. (Contact: Friso Roscam Abbing)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. Joining EU discussions on the future of justice
On 19 July in Helsinki, FRA attended the informal meeting of Justice Ministers, which took place
under the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU. The Director spoke during the future of
justice session on strengthening the Rule of Law, where he outlined the EU Fundamental Rights
Information System that the agency is building. During the session on cooperation in criminal
matters, the Director referred to FRA’s data collection in the area of detention (and its
alternatives), both with respect to past and current work. He underlined the need for mutual
recognition and application of existing EU law in order to underpin fundamental rights standards in
this area. Throughout the day, FRA engaged in a number of bilateral meetings with several
Member States’ delegations. (Contact: Joanna Goodey)
b. Exchanging experiences during the European Survey Research Association conference
From 15 to 19 July, FRA took part in the biennial European Survey Research Association conference
in Zagreb. The conference brought together about 900 participants. Drawing from recent FRA
surveys, FRA presented methodological approaches to data quality assessment and usability
testing methods. (Contact: Sabine Springer / Karel Fric)
Consultation of civil society organisations on the implementation of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Right.

FRA would like to know more about the views and experiences of civil society organisations in the
EU regarding the implementation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights.
Your contribution is extremely valuable: the information you provide is essential to meaningfully
and accurately bring the civil society’s ‘voice’ to key meetings and events where the evaluation of
the Charter will be discussed. Your input will also inform the focus section of the next FRA
Fundamental Rights Report in 2020.
Please find the online questionnaire and more information about the consultation at
http://fra.europa.eu/surveys/index.php/592619/lang-en until the 6th of September.

