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1. HIGHLIGHTS
a. Director’s latest vlog calls to renew the cry for LGBTIQ justice and equality
In the latest edition of his video blog, FRA Director Michael O'Flaherty marks Pride month. He
suggests ways to renew the call for LGBTIQ justice and equality, 50 years after the LGBTI community
in New York took a stand for their rights.
b. 10 ways to protect children deprived of parental care and combat child trafficking
Almost one quarter of trafficked victims registered in the EU are children. EU child victims are twice
the number of non EU child victims, with girls especially targeted. So what can be done? A new
guide developed by FRA suggests 10 ways to protect children moving across EU Member States
without parental care. It was launched at a meeting in Brussels on 13 June of the EU civil society
platform against human trafficking.
c. Quality vital for data-driven artificial intelligence
A new FRA focus paper questions the quality of data behind automated decision-making and
underlines the need to pay more attention to improving data quality in artificial intelligence.
d. Civil society challenged when implementing EU’s new data protection rules
Civil society organisations largely understand the EU’s new data protection rules. But they find it
challenging to implement them even though it did not much affect their daily work, finds a FRA
focus paper one year after the rules took effect.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. From wrongs to rights - Ending severe labour exploitation
As workers in the EU are still severely exploited, FRA is jointly organising a high-level conference
'From wrongs to rights - Ending severe labour exploitation' in Brussels on 25 June. FRA organises the
conference in cooperation with the Romanian Presidency of the Council of the EU, the European
Economic Area/Norway Grants and the Council Secretariat. Almost 240 workers across diverse
sectors - construction, manufacturing, agriculture, services in hotels, car washes, beauty studios and
providing care in people's homes - shared their experiences with FRA in face-to-face interviews and
focus groups. During the event FRA will present the key findings of its study based on the victims
experiences.
b. FRA to deliver keynote speech on equality policies at international seminar
FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty will be one of the keynote speakers at an international seminar on
‘Building the present, designing the future: public policies for a more equal society’. It is being
organised by the Spanish Ministry of the Presidency, Relations with Parliament and Equality at the
International University Menéndez Pelayo. The event will take place from 17 to 21 June in
Santander. The participation of the agency will also serve to explore opportunities for further
cooperation between FRA and Spain in the area of equality, and other relevant areas. (Contact:
Pablo López Pietsch)
c. Presenting FRA’s Fundamental Rights Report to the Council
FRA’s Director was invited by the Romanian Presidency of the European Council to present the key

findings of the Fundamental Rights Report 2019 at the Council of the EU’s Working Party on
Fundamental Rights, Citizens’ Rights and Free Movement of Persons (FREMP). The presentation will
take place in Brussels on 24 June. At the meeting, the European Commission will present its Annual
Report on the application of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. In past years justice ministers
have used the data and analysis of both reports in the Council Conclusions on the Application of the
EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter. These conclusions are usually adopted at the Justice and Home
Affairs Council in October. (Contact: Michalis Beis / Dimitra Fellner)
d. Emerging technologies and human rights to feature at EuroDIG
On 19 June, FRA will take part in the plenary session of the European Dialogue on Internet
Governance (EuroDIG) 2019, which will take place at the World Forum The Hague. This session will
focus on emerging technologies and human rights. The event is being hosted by the Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Climate Policy of the Netherlands in cooperation with the ECP – Netherlands
Platform for the Information Society and the Municipality of The Hague. (Contact: Joanna Goodey)
e. Local governments in the human rights landscape: connecting the dots
FRA will join a meeting on 17 June in Geneva on local governments for human rights – addressing
economic and social inequalities at local level. Organised by the UN’s Human Rights Office and the
city network UCLG, the meeting aims to discuss local practices and initiatives to support the
realisation of human rights. It will explore ideas on ways to increase collaboration and partnerships
with local governments, in particular with the human rights cities initiative. The meeting is part of
the stakeholder consultation for the preparation of a new UN Report on effective methods to foster
cooperation between local governments and local stakeholders in human rights that will be
submitted to the Human Rights Council in September 2019. (Contact: Geraldine Guille)
f. HELP on EU data protection law
FRA will give a presentation on EU data protection law and fundamental rights during the Council of
Europe’s Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP) course on data protection. The
course will run from 18 to 19 June in Bucharest for 80 judges and prosecutors from Romania,
Lithuania and Poland. The event will be held at the National Institute of Magistrature. (Contact:
Alexandros Kargopoulos)
g. Moving towards independent living and community-based care using EU funding instruments
On 17 June, FRA will speak at a conference in Brussels on moving towards independent living and
community-based care – EU funding instruments to support the development of community-based
services . It is being organised by The European Commission and the ESF Transnational Platform.
This conference is the closing event of a series of capacity building seminars in Austria, Croatia,
Slovakia and Romania that aimed at improving the capacity at local, regional and national level to
develop measures supporting the transition from institutional to independent living communitybased care, using EU funding instruments. FRA will provide an overview on the state of play from a
European perspective based on its own findings from the multi-annual research project on
independent living to speak about drivers and barriers to move from institutions to community living
for people with disabilities. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. FRA joins International Press Institute World Congress
The International Press Institute World Congress took place in Geneva from 4 to 5 June. While there,
FRA alongside France TV, Google and Twitter, took part in a panel debate on ‘Stopping hacks, data
abuse and disinformation in Europe: what works and who’s responsible’. The panel discussed hate

speech online and disinformation where FRA contributed with data on cyber-harassment. At the
congress, FRA also ran a workshop on its upcoming e-Media Toolkit, an e-learning platform made by
journalists for journalists, that engaged participants in a discussion on how to cover migration.
(Contact: Blanca Tapia)

