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View in Browser

|

Add nytdirect@nytimes.com to your address book.

Monday, April 22, 2019

NYTimes.com/David-Leonhardt »

Op-Ed Columnist

Today is Earth Day. To mark it, this morning’s newsletter will be shorter than
usual, consisting simply of the most powerful paragraph I’ve read recently, which
is also the final paragraph of Nathaniel Rich’s new book, “Losing Earth”:
“Everything is changing about the natural world and everything must change
about the way we conduct our lives. It is easy to complain that the problem is too
vast, and each of us is too small. But there is one thing that each of us can do
ourselves, in our homes, at our own pace — something easier than taking out the
recycling or turning down the thermostat, and something more valuable. We can
call the threats to our future what they are. We can call the villains villains, the
heroes heroes, the victims victims and ourselves complicit. We can realize that all
this talk about the fate of Earth has nothing to do with the planet’s tolerance for
higher temperatures and everything to do with our species’ tolerance for selfdelusion. And we can understand that when we speak about things like fuelefficiency standards or gasoline taxes or methane flaring, we are speaking about
nothing less than all we love and all we are.”
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The newsletter is published every weekday, with help from my colleague Ian Prasad
Philbrick.

Recent Times Pieces on the Climate

Life on Mars Should Not Look This
Appealing
By MAEVE HIGGINS

Before we set our sights on other planets, let’s take better care of
Earth.

The Problem With Putting a Price
on the End of the World
By DAVID LEONHARDT

Economists have workable policy ideas for addressing climate
change. But what if they’re politically impossible?

The Depravity of Climate-Change
Denial
By PAUL KRUGMAN

Risking civilization for profit, ideology and ego.

How Climate Became Germany’s
New Culture War
By ANNA SAUERBREY

For years, migration tore the country apart. Now it’s the
environment.

When Did Moral Clarity Become
Radical?
By NATHANIEL RICH

The Green New Deal has been called a political “loser.” But back in
1988, both parties saw climate legislation as sensible.

‘Goodbye, Earth’: A Story for
Grown-Ups
By ZAYNE COWIE, KENDALL CIESEMIER, TAIGE JENSEN AND LEAH
VARJACQUES

This 9-Year-Old Is Mad at You for Failing on Climate Change

Climate’s Troubling Unknown
Unknowns
By WILLIAM B. GAIL

We can’t adapt to perils we can’t foresee. So we need to cut
greenhouse gas emissions now.

A Market-Driven Green New Deal?
We’d Be Unstoppable
By AMORY B. LOVINS AND RUSHAD R. NANAVATTY

Any serious energy transformation will need to harness America’s
powerful and creative economic engine.

Time to Panic
By DAVID WALLACE-WELLS

The planet is getting warmer in catastrophic ways. And fear may be
the only thing that saves us.

The Full Opinion Report

The Ego Maniac in the Oval Is
‘Exonerated’
By MAUREEN DOWD

A vengeful President Trump and his writhing nest of liars slither
past the Mueller report — for the moment.

Impeach Donald Trump?
By CHARLES M. BLOW

Obstruction of justice is a crime. The decision is clear.

The Tragic Familiarity of the Sri
Lanka Bombings
By RANDY BOYAGODA

A country once split by ethnic hatreds is now a target for Islamic
terrorism.

The Richest Man in China Is Wrong.
12-Hour Days Are No ‘Blessing.’
By BRYCE COVERT

Working nonstop hurts employees as well as the managers who
praise the culture of overwork.

Make America Graze Again
By MARGARET RENKL

Nashville’s Zach Richardson uses sustainable practices — and a
flock of sheep — to clear overgrown landscapes.

Care About Gaza? Blame Hamas
By JASON GREENBLATT

The world wants to help. The terrorists won’t allow it.

A C.E.O.’s Plea: Don’t Mess With
the Census
By DAVID KENNY

American businesses rely on data from the census. Please don’t
ruin it by adding a citizenship question.

The Emergence of India’s Rahul
Gandhi
By SUSHIL AARON

The opposition leader is challenging Narendra Modi by offering
social peace as a public good, a return to constitutionalism and a
strong social democratic policy focus.

Think You’re Discreet Online?
Think Again
By ZEYNEP TUFEKCI

Thanks to “data inference” technology, companies know more
about you than you disclose.

New to Congress, Wise to the World
By CAROL GIACOMO

Backgrounds in national security have shaped the worldview of
several new Democratic House members.

Progressive Capitalism Is Not an
Oxymoron
By JOSEPH E. STIGLITZ

We can save our broken economic system from itself.

The Earth Is Just as Alive as You
Are
By FERRIS JABR

Scientists once ridiculed the idea of a living planet. Not anymore.

Who’s Running New York City?
Good Question.
By THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Key city roles sit vacant as Mayor de Blasio hits the campaign trail.

The Loss of Privacy, and What to Do
About It
Readers respond to a Times Opinion initiative, The Privacy Project.
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FEEDBACK and HELP

If you have thoughts about this newsletter, email me at leonhardt@nytimes.com. If you
have questions about your Times account, delivery problems or other non-journalistic
issues, you can visit our Help Page or contact The Times.
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