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Introduction

A year of horrific crimes and renewed hope
The year 2019 was marred by highly worrying levels of antisemitism and antigypsyism,
incidents of vandalism, and not least violent and deadly attacks against Jews, Roma, and
Sinti across the world. In times such as these, we mourn the victims of these horrific crimes
and we resolve to carry on our work for a world that remembers the Holocaust and for a
world without genocide.
The international community has shown that it will not shy away from its responsibility to
combat antisemitism, antigypsyism, and other forms of racism and discrimination. Over the
course of the past year, more countries – and most recently, football clubs with millions of
supporters – have adopted the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism.
In addition, our Recommendations for Teaching and Learning about the Holocaust were
presented and adopted in Luxembourg City. These recommendations represent a tangible
result of the combined efforts of experts from the many countries that make up the IHRA.
Published in partnership with UNESCO, the recommendations will help teachers and
educators, administrators, and policymakers develop knowledge about the Holocaust, create
engaging teaching environments, promote critical and reflective thinking, and contribute to
human rights and genocide prevention education. I am therefore more than pleased to see
the enthusiasm with which the recommendations have been received by all Member
Countries.

Finally, I take immense pride and satisfaction in the ability of our community to come together
in consensus and adopt the 2020 Ministerial Declaration under the Luxembourg
Chairmanship. The fact that 35 countries – many represented by ministers – met in Brussels
on 19 January to adopt this powerful message is testament to our shared commitment and

united efforts to remember the Holocaust and to fight antisemitism. As IHRA Honorary
Chairman Professor Yehuda Bauer said, “there is hope in that statement … [it] is a pledge
that you will be asked to fulfill in the future.”
The importance of this pledge cannot be overstated.

Dr. Kathrin Meyer
IHRA Executive Secretary

Timeline
23 January 2019
The 2018 IHRA Chair, Sandro
De Bernardin, releases a
statement in observance of
International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, marking
the liberation of Auschwitz on
27 January. He acknowledged
that, "An accurate and nuanced
understanding of the causes
and consequences of the
Holocaust are essential if we
are to ensure such horrors are
not repeated."

Credit: IHRA

JAN

JAN

Statistics

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY JUN

JUL

In Memoriam

The IHRA lost three
members of its community
in 2019.

Jan Munk was Chairman of
the Prague Jewish
Community, former Director
of the Terezín Memorial and
a long-term member of
IHRA’s Memorials and
Museums Working Group as
part of the Czech delegation.
It was under his leadership
from 1990 to 2017 that the
Terezín Memorial evolved
into its current form. Jan
Munk passed away on 12
May.
Professor Mihai Chioveanu
was dedicated to the study of
the history of the Holocaust
in Romania, both from a
political and historical
perspective. He was a
member of the Romanian
delegation to the IHRA from
its inception, where he was a
member of the Education
Working Group. Mihai
Chioveanu passed away on
27 May.
Paul Levine was a long-time
associate professor of
Holocaust history and
genocide studies. He spent
the last six years in his
favorite town, Berlin, as a
freelance historian. The
author of several books
about the Holocaust, Levine
was part of the Secretariat of

the Stockholm International
Forum on the Holocaust that
led to creation of the IHRA.
Paul Levine passed away on
28 October.
The IHRA offers its deepest
condolences to all family,
friends, and colleagues.

From the top: Jan Munk, Mihai
Chiovenau, and Paul Levine.
Photo credit: Radim Nytl (Památník
Terezín).

Coming up

2020
MARCH
Chairmanship Handover to
Germany, 3 March

JUNE
First bi-annual Plenary Meetings

SEPTEMBER

under the German Chairmanship in
Berlin, 29 June - 2 July

Safeguarding Sites workshop and
site visit to Mauthausen/Gusen,
first week of September

SEPTEMBER
Call for IHRA Grant Applications

OCTOBER

opens, 15 September

Malmö International Forum on
Holocaust Remembrance and
Combating Antisemitism, 26-27
October

NOVEMBER
Second bi-annual Plenary Meetings
under the German Chairmanship in
Leipzig, 30 November - 3 December

What can you do now?

Share this report with a
colleague via email

Follow us on Twitter and
Facebook

Check out our
educational guidelines
here

Subscribe to our
newsletter here

Write an article about us
or one of our
achievements. Contact
us for more information
on a project or for
photographs

Tweet the report to your
followers

