FRA 22-29 July 2019
1. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) FRA contributes to HLPF side event on Human Rights and 2030 Agenda
FRA contributed to the side event ‘Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda: Leaving No One Behind
while Accelerating SDG Implementation’ organized at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) 2019 on
Sustainable Development on the theme of ‘Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and
equality’ from 11-16 July. Speakers included the President of the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), the Permanent Representatives of Denmark and Chile to the United Nations, the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights; UN-DESA, the Danish Institute for Human Rights; the
Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions. The side event was attended by around 150
participants and focused on how to effectively integrate a human rights-based approach to SDG
planning, implementation, monitoring and review looking in particular at equality, nondiscrimination and at ways of identifying and reaching those at risk of being left behind highlighting
the importance of disaggregated data. FRA’s intervention emphasised the need for disaggregated
data on the poorest, most marginalised and discriminated groups to improve policies addressing
them - not only in the global South, but also in developed countries as described in the FRA
focus Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU: a matter of human and
fundamental rights. FRA also mentioned the outcomes of the Intersessional meeting of the Human
Rights Council on ‘Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda’ of 16 January 2019 for which FRA Director
Michael O’Flaherty was the official rapporteur – see his concluding remarks. A recording of the side
event is available on UN Web TV. (Contact: Massimo Toschi)
b) Agency presents Charter tools at Council Working Party meeting
The Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU invited FRA to present its tools on the promotion of
the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights to the Council’s Working Party on Fundamental Rights,
Citizens Rights and Free Movement of Persons (FREMP) in Brussels on 10 July. FRA presented its
online information tool Charterpedia, its Handbook for law-and policymakers on applying the
Charter, its Handbooks in specific issue-areas, its recent Charter training events conducted together
with National Human Rights Institutions in Poland, Finland, and Croatia, as well as its Charter
information sheets, to members of the Working Party. The future of the Charter will be the focus of
a Conference on the 20th anniversary of the Charter co-organised by the Finnish EU Presidency, the
European Commission and the Agency set to take place on 12 November. (Contact: Robert-Jan Uhl)
c) FRA presents findings to Portugal conference on racism and xenophobia
FRA attended a conference on 9 July on the theme of ‘Racism, Xenophobia and Ethnic and Racial
Discrimination in Portugal’, organised by the Portuguese Parliament’s Subcommittee for Equality
and Non-Discrimination of the Committee of Legal Affairs, Rights, Freedoms and Guarantees (1st
Committee). A preliminary report on the subject was presented by rapporteur and MP Catarina
Marcelino. The President of the Subcommittee for Equality and Non-Discrimination, MP Elza Pais
invited FRA to address the subject from the Agency’s point of view. FRA gave a presentation based
on its findings from the Second EU Minorities and Discrimination survey, on experiences of racial and
ethnic discrimination of Roma and People of African descent in Portugal. The Conference gave an

overall insight into racism, xenophobia and ethnic and racial discrimination in Portugal, and how it
compares in a broader context at the European level. The final contributions from the invited
speakers and organizations will be included in a report to be presented before the Committee of
Constitutional Affairs, Rights Freedoms and Guarantees before the end of July by MP Catarina
Marcelino. (Contact: Rossalina Latcheva)
d) e-Media Toolkit discussed at EBU Intercultural and Diversity Group meeting
FRA participated in the semi-annual meeting of the EBU Intercultural and Diversity Group on 11 June
in Barcelona. The EBU is a co-authoring partner of the e-Media Toolkit, an e-learning platform made
by journalists for journalists on how to cover migration. This EBU coordination meeting explored: 1)
how to involve all EBU Public Broadcasters in the testing of the Toolkit, 2) how to include it in
upcoming training programmes, and 3) a review of proposals on the further development of the
Toolkit. (Contact: Blanca Tapia)
e) Fundamental Rights Report 2019 – FRA opinions available online in all the EU languages
The year 2018 brought both progress and setbacks in terms of fundamental rights protection. FRA’s
Fundamental Rights Report 2019 reviews major developments in the field, identifying both
achievements and remaining areas of concern. This publication, available in all EU languages,
presents FRA’s opinions on the main developments in the thematic areas covered, and a synopsis of
the evidence supporting these opinions. For more information see:
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/fundamental-rights-2019.

FRA would like to know more about the views and experiences of civil society organisations in
Please find the online questionnaire and more information about the consultation at
http://fra.europa.eu/surveys/index.php/592619/lang-en until the 6th of September.laatste

