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1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) National antisemitism data collection falls short of what is needed
Without adequate data, government and civil society cannot formulate effective responses to
antisemitism that continues to haunt Europe. FRA’s latest annual overview of antisemitism data
2009-2019 identifies large gaps in recording antisemitic incidents in a way that allows to collect
adequate official data across the EU.
a) Latest Director’s vlog focuses on antisemitism in Europe
In the latest edition of his video blog, FRA Director Michael O'Flaherty speaks about the alarming
increase of antisemitism in Europe and how to combat it. He underlines the need to gather the data
to build the evidence so that we can take the necessary action.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Celebrating 10 years of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
To celebrate 10 years since the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter became legally binding, FRA, the
European Commission and the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU are hosting a conference
in Brussels on 12 November. The event will be an occasion to reflect on how the Charter can
become a meaningful part of everyday life. It will bring together national authorities, civil society
and rights defenders. The introduction will look at overall awareness of the Charter overall and how
it is currently used. Later sessions will explore its use at the national level when it comes to making,
implementing and enforcing law and policies. Participants will also discuss the role of civil society
organisations, National Human Rights Institutions and Equality Bodies in ensuring the Charter
delivers for everyone. There will also be an opportunity to look ahead to the next decade of the
Charter. Online Charter tools will also be presented. These include FRA’s Charterpedia and European
Union Fundamental Rights Information Tool, which will be launched at the event, as well as the
European Commission’s e-Justice portal. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg)
b) FRA Director to deliver keynote during EASO Consultative Forum
FRA’s Director will deliver a keynote speech during European Asylum Support Office’s Consultative
Forum. The focus this year will be on initial steps in the asylum procedure. The Consultative Forum
brings together members from 135 different organisations. This year the Forum will take place on 12
November in Brussels the event. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)
c) Conference debate on being black in Luxembourg
On 13 November, FRA’s Director will participate in a conference debate on the experiences of
discrimination and hate crime of people of African descent in Luxembourg. He will be joined by the
Minister for Family and Integration, the chair of the Council of Europe Commission against Racism
and Intolerance (ECRI) and representatives of the African community in Luxembourg. The presidents
of Luxembourg’s national equality body (Centre pour l’égalité de traitement – CET) and its national
human rights institution (Commission consultative des Droits de l’Homme – CCDH) will also
participate in the conference, as well as the president of the Association de soutien aux travailleurs
immigrés(ASTI), one of the main civil society organisations dealing with the rights of migrants in the
country. The ASTI, CCDH and the CET jointly organised the conference, together with the Comité de
liaison des associations d’étrangers(CLAE), a platform of foreigners’ civil society organisations. The
conference-debate was organised as a direct follow-up to the Director’s visit to Luxembourg in
March 2019. (contact: Henri Nickels).

d) FRA joins Citizens’ Dialogue in Luxembourg on human rights
On 13 November, FRA’s Director will be part of a Citizens’ Dialogue at the European Commission’s
representation in Luxembourg. This dialogue will focus on such questions as What are fundamental
rights? Why are they relevant for everyone? And, how do people come across them in their daily
lives? (Contact: Friso Roscam-Abbing).
e) Council of Europe conference to celebrate 30 years of the Child Rights Convention
FRA will take part in the Council of Europe’s anniversary conference to mark 30 years of the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The conference takes place in Strasbourg, France, on
13 and 14 November. FRA will discuss effective and positive action to fight child poverty across
Europe. In particular, attention will be paid to the positive role that education and the promotion of
human rights can play in breaking cycles of poverty and to effective national strategies to combat
poverty. In addition, FRA will raise awareness about all the available material produced by the
agency in various child rights projects. On the unique occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the UN,
FRA has also produced a brochure that will be presented for the first time at the conference. This
brochure aims to disseminate information about the rights of children in Europe and refer to FRA’s
existing research and practical tools. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)
f) The role of encryption in criminal investigations
FRA will take part in a stakeholder dialogue on encryption in criminal investigations. The event is
being organised by the European Commission. The meeting will discuss the challenges prosecutors
face in connection with encryption. It takes place in the Hague from 13 to 14 November.
(Contact: Mario Oetheimer)
g) Developing the next EU-wide survey on violence against women
The Eurostat task force on developing a survey on gender-based violence will next meet on 14 and
15 November in Luxembourg. FRA is contributing to the development of the new survey based on
the agency’s expertise on collecting comparative, EU-wide survey data on violence against women.
The task force is expected to discuss the final amendments to the questionnaire and methodological
guidelines of the survey, before EU Member States proceed with collecting the data in 2020-2022.
The survey will be implemented on a voluntary basis, with Eurostat administering grants to cover
part of the data collection costs. (Contact: Sami Nevala)
h) FRA to take part in European Commission’s interservice integration group
FRA will take part in the meeting of the Subgroup on data and evidence of the European
Commission’s interservice group on integration of non-EU nationals. The meeting will take place in
Brussels on 14 November. It will take stock of past, current and forthcoming analytical activities on
integration across Commission services. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)
i) Security essentials - Linking theory and practice across disciplines
FRA will take part in a conference discussing various issues linked to security research. The event
falls under the EU-funded ESSENTIAL project. It takes place in the Hague on 14 and 15 November.
(Contact: Mario Oetheimer)
j) Eurochild conference ‘Towards no child poverty in Europe 2030’
On 14 November, FRA will present its child poverty report during Eurochild’s conference ‘Towards
no child poverty in Europe 2030’ in Brussels. The Eurochild event is being organised in collaboration
with Bertelsmann Stiftung. It will be hosted by MEPs Alexandra Geese, Brando Benifei, and Dragos
Pîslaru. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)
k) Council of Europe hearing focuses on child poverty

The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly will hold a joint hearing of their sub-committees on
children and on the European Social Charter on 15 November in Strasbourg. The focus will be on
child poverty. FRA will present its child poverty report and discuss its findings and opinions.
(Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)
l) Presenting the 10 communicating rights keys to Active Citizens Fund operators
On 12 November, FRA will take part in a meeting of EEA and Norway Grants’ operators of the Active
Citizens Fund. The Brussels meeting will include a workshop on communicating rights, during which
FRA will present the 10 keys for effectively communicating human rights. The meeting is part of the
strategic partnership between the EEA and Norway Grants, and FRA. (Contact: Dennis van der Veur)
m) Viennese citizens’ group to visit FRA
On 14 November, a group of people of all ages and different backgrounds living in Vienna will visit
FRA. They will listen to presentations about the agency’s work and how it protects human rights in
the European Union. This visit is an opportunity for people living in the surrounding area to acquire
information and knowledge on FRA, to raise public awareness and strengthen citizen participation.
(Contact: Marialetizia Leonardo)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) EU Council working group discusses alternatives to immigration detention
At the invitation of the Finnish Presidency of the EU Council, FRA provided input on effective
alternatives to pre-removal detention and fundamental rights considerations in the Council Working
Party on Integration, Migration and Expulsion. The meeting took place in Brussels on 23 September.
FRA’s presentation fed into policy discussions among Member State experts on the effective forms
and implementation of non-custodial measures in the context of returning migrants in an irregular
situation. Most Member States remain hesitant to implement alternatives to immigration detention,
partly due to lack of evidence-based information on their effectiveness. (Contact: Tamas Molnar)

