Weekly, 20 - 27 May

1. HIGHLGHTS

a. Migrants continue to suffer from harsh stance in Member States
Migrants’ fundamental rights continue to be challenged by a tightening up of national policies and
laws towards migration, finds FRA’s latest report. It highlights emerging concerns as support for
healthcare and housing is cut as well as perennial problems resulting from overcrowding and asylum
processing.

b. Diplomats for Equality support the International Day against Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia 2019
32 Embassies, Delegations and Permanent Missions support IDAHOBIT and EuroPride 2019, which
will take place in Vienna. Joined by the FRA and UN Globe, we welcome 17 May as International Day
against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia, as a celebration of diversity around the world and
express our support for IDAHOBIT 2019.

2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. Values, human dignity and democracy to feature during European trade union
congress
The FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty will address the Congress of the European Trade Union
Confederation (ETUC) on its opening day in Vienna on 21 May. He will give a keynote speech on
European values, human dignity and democracy. The ETUC was set up in 1973 and now comprises
90 national trade union confederations in 38 countries, plus 10 European trade union federations.
The congress takes place every four years and is attended by delegates from national confederations
and European trade union federations. It will be run from 21 to 24 May. (Contact:Waltraud Heller)

b. Workshop on strategic litigation
In the framework of its cooperation with civil society in the Fundamental Rights Platform (FRP), the
agency is hosting a peer exchange workshop on strategic litigation in human rights, with selected
experienced organisations. The workshop has been prepared together with the FRP’s Advisory
Panel. The workshop will run from 20 to 21 May at FRA in Vienna. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

c. Expert meeting looks at predictive policing
The Police and Human Rights Programme of the Dutch section of Amnesty International will hold an
expert meeting on predictive policing from 20 to 21 May in Amsterdam. The meeting brings
together police officials, researchers and other specialists to discuss the use of algorithms and
automated decision-making processes in policing. The agency will talk about preliminary results
from its paper on data quality in artificial intelligence, which will be published in the coming weeks.
(Contact: Martha Stickings)

d. Using AI when it comes to justice

During the Romanian Presidency’s e-justice conference, the agency will speak on the panel on the
use of Artificial Intelligence technologies in the field of justice. The event takes places from 20 to 21
May in Bucharest. FRA will draw on its work on Artificial Intelligence, Big Data and fundamental
rights. (Contact: Mario Oetheimer)

e. Side event at UN’s Crime congress to focus on hate crime
The agency together with the UN’s Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is co-organising a side-event
on victims of hate crime. It takes place on 24 May in Vienna during the 28th session of the
UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ). The event is co-sponsored by US
Department of State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL). The
contributions will feed into discussions on the responsibility of effective, fair, humane and
accountable criminal justice systems in preventing and countering crime motivated by intolerance or
discrimination of any kind. The speakers include UNODC, FRA, INL, UK National Police Chief’s Council
and the Vienna-based civil society organisation, ZARA. The event will highlight transferable practices
on how States can improve hate crime data and victim support. It will be of this year’s anniversary:
‘EU, UN 40 years together in Vienna’, highlighting four decades of multilateralism with UN and the
EU Delegations in Vienna. During this CCPCJ session, FRA will also participate in other side events as
well as make available a range of publications. (Contact:Jonas Grimheden / Katerina Vyzvaldova)

f. Building capacities to use EU funding for community-based care
The European Commission is running on 21 May in Bratislava a capacity building seminar on moving
towards independent living and community based care. It aims to improve the capacity of actors at
local, regional and national levels to develop measures supporting the transition from institutional
to community-based services for people with disabilities, using EU funding. This seminar will look
into the specific situation in Slovakia and particularly focus on personal assistance and personal
budgets to facilitate independent living. The agency has been involved in preparing the seminar and
will provide input to the discussion by presenting findings from the case study report
for Slovakiabased on the agency’s work on independent living. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)

g. Eurostat working group on crime and criminal justice statistics to meet
From 27 to 28 May in Luxembourg, the agency will take part in the annual meeting of the Eurostat
working group on crime and criminal justice statistics. It is where representatives of the national
statistical institutes, EU bodies and agencies, and international organisations discuss ways to further
harmonise the collection of crime and criminal justice statistics and make the production of statistics
more timely and responsive to user needs. FRA will use this opportunity to update Member State
representatives and other participants about the agency’s work in this area, including research into
the rights of victims of violent crime, hate crime data collection, and the Fundamental Rights Survey.
(Contact: Sami Nevala)

h. CEPOL anti-trafficking training for law enforcement officers
The EU Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL), in cooperation with the Escola da Policia, is
conducting training in Loures, Portugal, against child trafficking. It aims to enhance the capacity of
law enforcement officers in identifying child victims, tackling child trafficking and applying childspecific interviewing techniques. On May 22, FRA will give a presentation on interviewing children
who have become victims or witnesses of crime based on its work on child-friendly justice. The goal
is to provide participants, investigators and prosecutors, with key questions they would need to
check to ensure that that children can feel safe and comfortable when they are involved in judicial
proceedings. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)

i. Equality data compendium presented to Equinet

On 23 May, FRA will participate in a meeting of the Equinet Working Group on Research and Data
Collection in Lisbon. It will update members of the subgroup on the launch of the compendium of
practices on equality data linked to theguidelines on improving the collection and use of equality
data and explore possibilities for continued cooperation on this issues. (Contact: Pablo López
Pietsch)

j. International law students to visit FRA
On 21 May, a group of students from the Department of International Law at the University of Erfurt
in Germany will visit FRA. This visit falls within the framework of their seminar on ‘Human Rights
Protection in Europe’. They will listen to presentations about the agency’s work and how it protects
human rights in the European Union. (Contact:Marialetizia Leonardo)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES

a. FRA meets Irish Traveller and Roma community
FRA’s Director Michael O’Flaherty visited the Irish Traveller and Roma Centre Pavee Point in Dublin
on 10 May. He met with staff and Travellers and Roma, mainly women, to discuss issues affecting
Traveller and Roma communities across Ireland. It was an opportunity to further familiarise himself
firsthand with some of their concerns, which is currentlyan area the agency is looking into.
(Contact: Nicole Romain)

b. FRA Director participated in Italian Parliament hearing
On 8 May, FRA’s Director participated via videoconference in a hearing of the Parliamentary
Committee on Human Rights of the Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Parliament. The intervention
was livestreamed. The Director discussed the situation of human rights in the EU, the role of FRA in
the European framework for human rights protection, as well as FRA’s cooperation with national
and local institutions, civil society organisations and practitioners, among other issues. During
discussions, the Director noted FRA’s readiness to support national parliaments’ efforts to adopt and
ensure the implementation of legislation and policies which comply with fundamental rights, as well
as to establish national human rights institutions. The Italian Parliament is currently discussing
legislation on the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution in Italy. (Contact: : Maria
Amor Martín Estébanez / Dimitra Fellner)

c. FRA, ENNHRI and Equinet heads hold annual meeting
On 14 May in Brussels, the Heads of FRA, the European Network of National Human Rights
Institutions (ENNHRI) and the European Network of Equality Bodies (Equinet) met to explore ways to
better work together on promoting and protecting human rights and equality across Europe. The
following areas for strengthening cooperation were identified: FRA’s NHRI report; artificial
intelligence; and a joint Norway Grants /EEA-funded project on strengthening NHRIs and national
Equality Bodies for greater national implementation of human rights and equality. (Contact: Eva
Sobotka / NHRBteam@fra.europa.eu)

d. Raising awareness of the Charter with the European Parliament and Council
On 8 May, FRA gave a workshop on the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter for European Parliament
staff. There was a particular focus on data protection issues and related fundamental rights concerns
in the context of migration. The event was co-organised with the European Parliament’s LIBE
Secretariat. FRA referred to its recent handbook onApplying the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union in law and policymaking at national level - Guidance and highlighted the
availability of Charter country sheets for all EU Member States that give examples of the Charter’s
use and added value at national level. FRA also met with the Council of the European Union’s Legal

Service and discussed, based on past experience, possibilities to jointly organise a number of
workshops for Council staff and Member State representatives. (Contact: Gabriel
Toggenburg / Sandra Aigner)

e. Challenges and chances in the European Asylum System
On 14 May, FRA was the keynote speaker at an event in Vienna on the challenges and chances in the
European Asylum System. It was organised by the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Human Rights. FRA
presented the findings of its beyond the Peak: Migration numbers drop, but challenges
remain paper, as well as preliminary findings from itsresponding to the 2015 asylum emergency –
assessing the long-term impact on fundamental rights project. It also spoke about possible future
scenarios of the Common European Asylum System. FRA was also a panellist together with the
UNHCR, Diakonie, Asylkoordination and Amnesty International during discussions on the future of
the European asylum system. (Contact: Julia Behrens)

f. European arrest warrant and mutual trust
On 7 May in Brussels, FRA presented its work in the area of the European arrest warrant and mutual
trust. During the experts’ meeting, organised by the European Commission, FRA contributed to the
discussion regarding fundamental rights concerns and carrying out the European arrest warrant.
Those concerns include detention conditions on the issuing Member State, which is the main focus
of the ongoing FRA research. (Contact: Matylda Pogorzelska)

g. Conference examines statelessness and residence rights in the EU
FRA gave a presentation at a technical conference exploring the links between statelessness and
residence permits granted to these individuals in the EU. The discussions built on the findings of the
EMN Inform on Statelessness in the EU, published in November 2016. The agency’s presentation
focused on what kind of protection EU law offers to stateless people in EU Member States,
especially from the perspective of their legal status in the EU and what role EU law can play in
securing residence rights. The conference proceedings will feed into the updating of the 2016 EMN
Inform on Statelessness in the EU. The conference was organised by the European Migration
Network (EMN) Platform on Statelessness, in cooperation with EMN National Contact Points in
Ireland and Luxembourg. It took place on 7 May in Dublin. (Contact: Tamas Molnar)

h. Equinet, ENNHRI, FRA hold coordination meeting on communicating rights
On 8 May, the FRA Director, FRA staff, Equinet and ENNHRI met to coordinate respective work plans
and activities to optimise their impact when communicating about fundamental rights. The
discussions paid particular attention to the question of how to engage with national actors, how to
amplify and strengthen human rights messages and the identification of (national) influencers. How
to promote and use FRA’s 10 keys to effectively communicating human rights also featured during
discussions. Special attention was also paid to how to prepare the ground for a meeting of FRA’s
network of human rights communicators planned in Vienna in October 2019. (Contact: Marialetizia
Leonardo)

