3 – 11 June 2019
1. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. FRA joins Global Forum of the American Jewish Committee
FRA’s Director will attend the Global Forum of the American Jewish
Committee on 3 and 4 June in Washington DC. He will take part in a panel
discussion on addressing the rise of global antisemitism, where he will be joined
by Elan Carr, the US Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism and
John Mann MP (UK), a prominent campaigner against antisemitism. The Director
has been invited to share insights from the agency’s survey on antisemitism that
can assist national authorities in their efforts to combat antisemitism. The Global
Forum brings together law makers, policy-makers and representatives of Jewish
community organisations from across the globe. (Contact: AntisemitismSurvey)

b. FRA to address civil society organisations in Brussels
FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty will be one of the keynote speakers at the civil
society days of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), on 12
June. The annual EESC civil society days bring together civil society
organisations from across the EU, this year discussing sustainable democracy in
Europe. While in Brussels, the FRA Director will also meet with key civil society
networks, such as the Human Rights and Democracy Network and the European
Youth Forum. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

c. For a resilient civil society able to build on EU values
In the framework of the agency’s cooperation with civil society, FRA will speak at
the opening session of the International Civil Society Forum in Bucharest that
takes place from 3 to 4 June. The opening session will explore the outlook of
major institutional and civil society stakeholders on the most significant
challenges for the EU today and the role civil society should play in
strengthening support for EU values. This conference will provide a unique space
for civic actors to share and learn from different experiences, hear from a
variety of stakeholders and engender meaningful cooperation between civil
society and institutions at all levels towards giving real substance to shared EU
values through dialogue and policy making. The event is being organised by the
Civil Society Development Foundation in Romania and the Slovenian Center for
Information, Cooperation and NGO Development in cooperation with the
European Civic Forum and in the framework of the Romanian EU Presidency.
(Contact: Andreas Accardo)

d. Responsible and ethical use of biometrics - the great debate
Biometric data offers both opportunities and challenges with respect to
fundamental rights. Drawing on its extensive work in this area, FRA will
contribute to a panel debate in Brussels on 6 June on the responsible use of
biometrics. It forms part of the Biometrics Institute/Microsoft joint event entitled
‘The Great Debate: Responsible and Ethical use of Biometrics’. FRA will
exchange with representatives of the industry, the data protection supervisor

and the United Nations. For more information contact (Contact: Ann-Charlotte
Nygård)

e. Child rights training at the European Parliament
FRA will provide training on how to protect and promote child rights in the work
of the European Parliament to parliament staff on 5 June in Brussels. It follows a
request from the Office of the European Parliament Coordinator for Children
Rights, Anna Maria Corazza-Bildt. The training will particularly look at children
and justice. It will draw on FRA reports and tools available in the area of child
rights, such as child poverty, children’s rights and justice – Minimum age
requirements in the EU, child-friendly justice - Perspectives and experiences of
children involved in judicial proceedings as victims, witnesses or parties in nine
EU Member States. The European Commission’s Child Rights Coordinator,
Valeria Setti, will also take part in the session. It will be an opportunity to
discuss how the Parliament and the Commission can complement each other’s
work in this area. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski / Sandra Aigner/ Monica
Gutierrez)

f. FRA hosts Schengen evaluation trainers
FRA will host trainers from the Member States and Schengen Associated
Countries, the European Commission and Frontex responsible for training
experts who evaluate the application of the Schengen acquis in the fields of
border management, return and readmission. The meeting will pay special
attention to assessing fundamental rights standards which form an important
component of the Schengen evaluations. The meeting takes place from 6 to 7
June. (Contact: Michal Nespor)

g. European Law Institute hosts meeting on business and
human rights
FRA will take part in an expert meeting on business and human rights at the
European Law Institute (ELI) in Vienna on 3 June. The meeting forms part of a
joint project between ELI and FRA on access to remedy in the area of business
and human rights. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)
2. PAST ACTIVITIES

a. European Commission holds discussions on integrating nonEU nationals
The agency took part in the meeting on 23 May in Brussels of the European
Commission’s Inter-Service Group on the integration of non-EU nationals. The
meeting discussed future EU funds for integration. It also looked towards an
integrated approach on how to communicate the Commission’s integration work
better as well as future planning. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)

b. Eurostat working group on crime and criminal justice
statistics meets
The Eurostat working group on crime and criminal justice statistics met in
Luxembourg from 27 to 28 May to discuss progress as well as the need to
address emerging issues. Data collected by Eurostat from the EU Member States
will also contribute towards the global crime and justice statistics collected by

the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, limiting in this way the burden on statistical
offices to provide the statistics. The next round of data collection, for reference
year 2018, will include data on cybercrime and migrant smuggling as new
topics. The working group also discussed the progress in developing a survey on
gender-based violence, which a number of EU Member States are piloting, ahead
of the main survey in 2020-2022. (Contact: Sami Nevala)

c. Promoting inclusion at the Open Government Partnership
Summit
FRA hosted a workshop on 30 May on empowering socially excluded people to
participate in designing, implementing and monitoring policies. It was part of
the 2019 Open Government Partnership global summit. The OGP is a multilateral
global initiative launched in 2011 to provide an international platform for making
governments more open and accountable. 79 countries worldwide are members
of the OGP, among them 21 EU Member States. OGP develops national action
plans, thereby securing commitments from governments to promote
transparency, empower citizens, ensure civic space, fight corruption, and
harness new technologies to strengthen governance. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

d. Belgian equal seminar focuses on independent living for
people with disabilities
On 22 May in Brussels, FRA presented its report From institutions to community
living for persons with disabilities: perspectives from the ground during a
seminar by the Belgian equal opportunities body, Unia. Participants exchanged
views on the issue of deinstitutionalisation in Belgium and the way forward for
this process at the national and local level. (Contact: Robert-Jan Uhl)

e. Cooperation with the Czech Public Defender of Rights
FRA met with the Czech Public Defender of Rights, Anna Šabatová, on 22 May in
Brno to assess cooperation. Together they looked at issues of the rights of
people with disabilities, the ability of the Office to fulfil its statutory mandate,
use of the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter and contributing to the
implementation of Sustainable Development Goals. (Contact: NHRBteam / Eva
Sobotka)

f. FRA joins Frontex Consultative Forum meeting
FRA attended the Frontex Consultative Forum meeting on 17 May in Warsaw.
The objective of the meeting was to reflect on fundamental rights
recommendations to the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, Frontex.
The renewal of the Frontex Regulation and the potential fundamental rights
challenges of the extended mandate were discussed. FRA and UN Refugee
Agency were also invited to the European Council’s FRONTIERS Working Party
on 19 June to present the annual activity report of the Frontex Consultative
Forum. (Contact: Aydan Iyigüngör)

g. Antisemitism survey summary now out in more languages
The summary outlining the main findings of FRA’s second survey on Jewish
people’s experiences of hate crime, discrimination and antisemitism in the EU –
the biggest survey of Jewish people ever conducted worldwide - are now
available online in 12 languages: Croatian, Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish,

French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Romanian Spanish and Swedish.
More language version will follow soon. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

h. Data protection handbook now also in German
This 2018 edition of the handbook on European data protection law is now also
available in German. It is designed to familiarise legal practitioners not
specialised in data protection with this emerging area of the law. English, French
and Italian versions are also available. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

i. Civil society report summary available in 22 EU languages
The summary of FRA’s report on civil society challenges across the EU outlines
the main findings emerging from the research and what can be done to address
them. It is now available online in German, Czech, Danish, Greek, Estonian,
Finnish, Croatian, Italian, Lithuanian, Latvian, Dutch, Portuguese, Slovenian and
Swedish. Previous language versions include: Bulgarian, English, Spanish,
French, Hungarian, Polish, Romanian and Slovak. (Contact:FRA - Editing &
Production)

