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North Korean families facing
deep ‘hunger crisis’ after worst
harvest in 10 years, UN food
assessment shows

WFP/James Belgrave

More than 10 million North Koreans
are suffering “severe food shortages”
after the worst harvest in a decade,
according to a United Nations food
security assessment released on Friday.
Humanitarian Aid

A free press is ‘cornerstone’ for
accountability and ‘speaking
truth to power’: Guterres

UN Photo/Violaine Martin

At a time when disinformation and
mistrust of the news media is growing, a
free press is “essential for peace, justice,
sustainable development and human
rights”, said the UN Secretary-General,
in his message for World Press
Freedom Day, marked on Friday.
Culture and Education

Not faith, ‘but those who
manipulate the faithful’ driving
wedge between religions, UNbacked forum in Baku told
Following a string of hate-fuelled
attacks on places of worship around the
world, the High Representative for the

UN News/Elizabeth Scaﬃdi

Alliance of Civilizations (UNOAC), said
on Thursday that it was with a “heavy
heart” that he was opening the annual
UN-backed forum in Baku, Azerbaijan,
on the role of cultural dialogue in
building human solidarity and
countering violence.
Culture and Education

UN rights experts call on
Philippines Government to halt
‘unacceptable attacks’ on
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz

UN Photo/Manuel Elias

False claims levelled at the UN expert
on the rights of indigenous peoples by
her own Government in the Philippines,
“are without grounding in fact or law”
and must cease immediately, said a
statement issued by a group of her
fellow experts on Wednesday.
Human Rights

Venezuela: UN human rights
office calls for ‘maximum
restraint’ by authorities in face
of new demonstrations

UNHCR/Vincent Tremeau

With another day of mass protests
taking place across Venezuela, the UN
human rights office (OHCHR) said on
Wednesday it was “extremely worried
by reports of the excessive use of force”
by security forces, loyal to
President Nicolás Maduro, a day after
an opposition-led uprising appeared to
stall.
Human Rights

Ebola situation worsening in DR
Congo, amidst growing
‘funding gap’ UN health agency
warns
Strengthening both security and the

Ebola response effort is essential to
contain the growing outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), UN health agency’s officials said
on Tuesday, following a visit to the
epicentre of what is already the worst
outbreak in the country’s history.
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Health

UN aid teams scramble to reach
‘most remote places’ cut off by
Cyclone Kenneth in
Mozambique

OCHA/Saviano Abreu

With heavy rains expected to continue
in the coming days across northern
Mozambique, access to the most
remote areas affected by Cyclone
Kenneth “remains difficult” the UN
warned on Tuesday.
Humanitarian Aid

Libya: UN mobilized to support
thousands uprooted by Tripoli
clashes, renews call for
humanitarian truce

OCHA/Giles Clarke

Since fighting broke out on the edge
of Libya’s capital, Tripoli, earlier this
month, over 42,000 people have been
displaced and thousands are believed
trapped in the city’s southern
outskirts. As UN humanitarian teams
work around the clock to provide lifesaving assistance, human rights chief
Michelle Bachelet stressed on
Tuesday the urgent need for an
immediate ceasefire, and humanitarian
corridor for civilians.
Humanitarian Aid

Hatred ‘a threat to everyone’,
declares Guterres calling for
global effort to end xenophobia
and ‘loathsome rhetoric’
A “disturbing groundswell” of hate-
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based violence and intolerance aimed
at worshippers across all faiths, must be
countered soon before it’s too late, the
United Nations Secretary-General said
on Monday, noting murderous attacks
in just the past few days on a synagogue
in California, and a church in Burkina
Faso.
Law and Crime Prevention

UN, global health agencies
sound alarm on drug-resistant
infections; new
recommendations to reduce
‘staggering number’ of future
deaths
PAHO/WHO

Deaths caused by infections from
antibiotic-resistant bacteria will
skyrocket over the next two decades,
along with huge economic costs,
without immediate, ambitious and
coordinated action, the UN World
Health Organization (WHO) and
partners warned on Monday.
Health

Bringing justice to the people:
how the UN is helping
communities deal with disputes
in remote and dangerous areas

UNMISS/Janet Adongo

Justice can be hard to come by in
countries hit by conflict. To ensure that
communities can settle disputes, and
see criminals lawfully punished, UN
peacekeeping missions support mobile
courts, which travel to places where no
regular court exists.
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