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ISI marks Universal Children’s Day with launch of key
educational resources on childhood statelessness
20 November 2018
Today is Universal Children’s Day, the anniversary of the adoption of both the
UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959, and the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child in 1989. The theme for this year’s anniversary is education:
“building a world where every child is in school and learning, safe from harm
and able to fulfil their potential”. The UN has asked all people to #GoBlue “to
call on world leaders to commit to fulfilling the rights of every child and
acknowledge that these rights are non-negotiable”
The Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion (ISI) fully endorses this message and
call to ensuring every child’s right to go to school. Stateless children are often
denied access to school outright, or face real barriers to accessing education,
be they linguistic, administrative or logistical. States which prioritise
education for ‘their own’, are quick to deny it to those who are seen as ‘not
belonging’, even if these are children who know no other home. ISI recognises
the value in education for stateless children and the value of education about
statelessness for all – children, adults, stateless, citizens, professionals and
laypersons. Education and awareness (of all) is a necessary prerequisite to
breaking the vicious cycle of denial of the right to nationality, denial of other
human rights and exclusion.
ISI is therefore delighted to mark Universal Children’s day by launching a
range of resources which educate on childhood statelessness. These
resources target children, adults, child rights actors and statelessness actors,
to collectively engage and raise awareness on every child’s right to a
nationality, childhood statelessness and what can be done in response.
.

The Girl Who Lost Her Country
ISI’s first endeavour into
publishing for children, “The Girl
Who Lost Her Country” tells the
story of Neha, a 12-year-old girl
from Nepal who discovers there is
a problem with her nationality and
travels the world, meeting

children and adults alike, learning
about statelessness and what can
be done to address it.
The book is based on real people
and their stories and draws on
what over 200 children from
around the world had to say about
nationality and statelessness. It is
available in English and Dutch,
with the French and Spanish
versions forthcoming.

This marvellous book addresses one of
today’s most egregious and elusive
human rights challenges with admirable
clarity and energy. It provides a
powerful tool for educators, for youth
advocates and for young people eager
to understand how a basic lynchpin of
human belonging can be denied to
millions of people today.

Jacqueline Bhabha
Professor of the Practice of Health and Human Rights
Harvard University

The book primarily targets children aged 8-12, but we hope it would be a useful
resource for older children and adults as well. ISI has been testing the book before
various audiences, children and their parents at the Tilburg university in the
Netherlands, primary and secondary school students of Iona Prep School in New York
and representatives of Permanent Missions to the UN General Assembly. The response has
been extremely positive and encouraging, and we hope to work with partners in a range of
countries (including Nepal, the Netherlands, the Dominican Republic, South Africa, Malaysia,
the United Kingdom, Serbia and Ireland) to roll out the book and ensure it reaches students,
teachers, parents, policy makers and journalists.
If you would like to learn more about the book or to collaborate with ISI to ensure
the book reaches its target audience in a particular country, kindly write to
amal.dechickera@institutesi.org

Learning About Statelessness With Neha
www.kids.worldstateless.org

Complementing “The Girl Who Lost Her Country”, this website for children is
crammed with additional information, materials and activities on statelessness,
to promote deeper engagement on the issue. The website is organised under

the three broad themes of ‘Learn’, ‘Act’ and ‘Create’.
Under the ‘Learn’ page, children can read Neha’s story and access
additional information on statelessness.
Under the ‘Act’ page, children are encouraged to act to raise awareness
about and address statelessness. Various examples of campaigning,
letter writing and other forms of activism are shared with children, as are
more reflective activities, such as thinking about a photograph or writing
to a stateless child. Further, this page includes fun activities to help test
children’s knowledge about statelessness.
Under the ‘Create’ page, children encounter various creative ways in
which statelessness can be represented and reflected on, from painting
to photography, cartoons and creative writing. Further, children are
encouraged to make and share their own creations.
We hope this website will be a useful resource for teachers and children, will
create more awareness and empathy towards statelessness among children
and instil a commitment to act for change!

Statelessness Essentials Booklets

Childhood Statelessness. This booklet provides an
introductory overview to the phenomenon of
childhood statelessness, explores why nationality is
important to children and how childhood
statelessness is truly a global problem. The booklet
views the problem through the lens of human rights,
development and forced migration, and explores
what can be done towards realising every child’s
right to a nationality.

Statelessness and Human Rights: The Convention
on the Rights of the Child. This booklet looks
specifically at how Article 7 of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child protects all children against
statelessness, and how this provision can be utilised
to strengthen every child’s right to a nationality. The
booklet provides civil society actors with advice on

how to engage with the Committee and provides tips
for advocacy and next steps.

Sustainable Development Goal 16.9: Legal Identity,
Nationality and Statelessness. This booklet focuses
on the promise of legal identity for all, as articulated
by Target 16.9 of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals. While also concerned with other aspects of
legal identity, the booklet explores the importance of
birth registration as an integral and foundational form
of identity. This booklet, which contains case studies
from the Dominican Republic, Serbia and India is
complemented by ISI’s Paperless People Podcast
series.

Other Resources and Opportunities

Those interested in learning, advocating and engaging more on childhood statelessness
should also explore ISI’s CRC Toolkit, which provides civil society actors with key
information and materials on how to engage with the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
including checklists and templates for submissions. This toolkit draws on a comprehensive
analytical database of all relevant CRC recommendations. Further, ISI’s 2017 World’s Stateless
Report brought together contributions from over 50 actors from around the world, which
collectively address multiple aspects of childhood statelessness.
Childhood Statelessness will be one of the main thematic focuses at ISI’s upcoming World
Conference on Statelessness and Inclusion in the Hague in June 2019. To register for the
conference, click here!
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