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At Yale’s venture in Singapore, a canceled course on dissent prompts censorship
claims
Shibani Mahtani, The Washington Post, 09/27
When Yale University opened its first new college in 300 years, a joint venture with the
National University of Singapore, the Ivy League institution acknowledged that operating
in the politically restrictive city-state would mean accepting constraints on civic freedoms.
But Yale judged it worth the cost to develop a liberal arts curriculum in Asia. From the
time it welcomed its first class in 2013, the Yale-NUS college did not allow partisan
political groups on campus. It had to abide by local laws that prohibit protests except
within a designated area of one city park known as the speakers’ corner. Even then, permits
are required.
Read more »
Uzbekistan: Scholar imprisoned for espionage absolved and released
Eurasianet, 09/27
A scholar in Uzbekistan imprisoned on charges of treason has been freed by court order,
sparking hopes that reforms to the justice system are leading to more humane outcomes.
Rights activists caution, however, that much remains to be done. Andrei Kubatin’s release
follows a ruling by the Tashkent regional criminal court on September 26. He had been
sentenced to 11 years in prison in 2017. That term was later reduced to five years on
appeal.
Read more »
Uighur students in Egypt face arrest, deportation to China
Al-Monitor, 09/26
An ongoing security crackdown Uighur students in Egypt is back in the news after the
opposition Conservative Party demanded the ruling regime not hand them over to the
Chinese authorities. The Uighurs are a Muslim community accounting for 45% of the
population of the far northwestern Chinese region of Xinjiang. The Uighurs claim the
Chinese authorities are practising ethnic discrimination against them, oppressing them and
imprisoning them for religious reasons.
Read more »
Iranian students were accepted to U.S. schools. Then their visas were revoked without
explanation

Sarah Parvini, The Los Angeles Times, 09/25
Sepideh was packing her suitcase for her move to California when a message from a friend
popped up on her phone: Some Iranian students’ U.S. visas had abruptly been canceled.
They couldn’t board their flights from Tehran to the United States. The 23-year-old from
Tehran had been accepted into a graduate program in computer science at UC Riverside.
She was supposed to fly to Los Angeles at the beginning of September.
Read more »
Middle East studies program comes under federal scrutiny
Elizabeth Redden, Inside Higher Ed, 09/25
An inquiry by the U.S. Department of Education into the curricular programming of a
Middle East studies center supported by federal funds has raised alarm bells in academe.
Henry Reichman, the chair of the American Association of University Professors’
Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure, described the department’s inquiry into the
Duke-UNC Consortium for Middle East Studies’ use of federal Title VI funds as “a
chillingly inappropriate political intrusion into curricular decisions best made by faculty.”
Read more »
China’s higher-ed ambitions are at odds with its tightening grip on academic freedom
Karin Fischer, The Chronicle of Higher Education, 09/24
Even as China seeks to elevate its universities to among the world’s best, its Communist
government has asserted ever-tightening control of higher education, imposing a more
ideological curriculum, cracking down on dissident students and scholars, and trampling on
academic freedom. A new report from the Scholars at Risk Network, an international group
that protects scholars and supports academic freedom worldwide, depicts the contradiction
between China’s global aspirations and its rising authoritarianism.
Read more »
China’s threats to academic freedom ‘pose risks’ to foreign partners
Joyce Lau, Times Higher Ed, 09/24
The limits to academic freedom imposed by the Chinese state pose risks for the nation’s
scholars around the world, for the future progress of its universities and for international
institutions linking with Chinese partners, according to the Scholars at Risk network.
Obstacles to Excellence: Academic Freedom & China’s Quest for World Class Universities
was published in English and Chinese on 24 September by SAR, an organisation based at
New York University, which aims to promote academic freedom worldwide.
Read more »

