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Paying tribute and
strengthening the role of
#WomenHumanitarians on
World Humanitarian Day

©UNICEF/Brown

The work of women humanitarians
makes a “huge difference” to the lives of
millions of women, men and children in
urgent need, the United Nations chief
said in his message for World
Humanitarian Day.
Humanitarian Aid

Relentless sequence of disasters
in Asia-Pacific ‘sign of things to
come’, cautions UN regional
body

UNICEF/Thomas Nybo

Changing patterns and worsening
impacts of natural disasters in Asia and
the Pacific, coupled with environmental
degradation and climate change, are
not only making efforts to predict such
catastrophes more difficult, but are also
a “sign of things to come”, the United
Nations development arm in the region
has warned.
Economic Development

School closures triple in Central
and Western Africa as education
comes under fire

©UNICEF

A surge in “deliberate” attacks against
students, teachers and schools in West
and Central Africa has led to a tripling
in school closures in the last year and
left almost two million youngsters
“robbed of an education”, the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said on
Friday.
Culture and Education

Myanmar military committed
‘routine, systematic’ sexual
violence against ethnic
minorities, UN experts find

OCHA / Vincent Tremeau

Myanmar’s military must stop using
sexual and gender-based violence to
terrorize and punish ethnic minorities,
according to a new report released on
Thursday by the United Nations
Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission.
Human Rights

World must stamp out
persecution of religious groups,
Guterres declares on new UN
Day

UN Photo/Mark Garten

UN chief António Guterres called for an
end to the persecution of religious
groups on Thursday, the first ever
International Day Commemorating the
Victims of Acts of Violence Based on
Religion and Belief.
Peace and Security

Microplastic pollution is
everywhere, but not necessarily
a risk to human health
Tiny plastic particles known as
microplastics are “everywhere –
including in our drinking-water”, but
they are not necessarily a risk to human
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health, UN experts said on Thursday.
Health

Lack of funds forces UN to close
down life-saving aid
programmes in Yemen

OCHA/Giles Clarke

The United Nations announced on
Wednesday that it is being forced
to close down several
humanitarian programmes in
Yemen because money pledged by
Member States to pay for them has
“failed to materialize”.
Humanitarian Aid

Scars of terrorism ‘run deep’,
UN chief says, paying tribute to
victims

UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

The scars of terrorism “run deep”, and
while they may fade with time, “they
never disappear”, the United Nations
chief said on Wednesday, in his message
for the second International Day of
Remembrance and Tribute to the
Victims of Terrorism.
Peace and Security

Urgent need for ‘restraint and
genuine dialogue’ in Middle
East to avoid major
confrontation
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Briefing the Security Council on the
situation in the Middle East, the Chef de
Cabinet of the Secretary-General,
Maria Luiza Viotti, said on Tuesday that
“restraint and genuine dialogue are
urgently needed”, in order to avoid a
major confrontation, which would have
disastrous consequences, even well
beyond the region.
Peace and Security

‘Invisible’ crisis of water quality
threatens human and
environmental well-being:
World Bank report

John Hogg / World Bank

Deteriorating water quality worldwide
is slashing the economic potential of
heavily polluted areas, according to a
new World Bank report, released on
Tuesday. It also warns that the “invisible
crisis of water quality” is threatening
human and environmental well-being.
Economic Development

Negotiating legally-binding
agreement to provide future
generations with a ‘healthy,
resilient and productive ocean’

UNEP/NOOR/Kadir van Lohuizen

While the world’s oceans contain some
200,000 identified living species, the
actual numbers could reach the millions
– all exposed to the dangers of climate
change, pollution and over-exploitation.
To stem these threats, the United
Nations is meeting to negotiate a treaty
that would protect three-quarters of
the earth’s surface by 2030.
SDGs

‘No time to lose’ UN envoy tells
Security Council, ‘Yemen
cannot wait’

© UNHCR/Saleh Bahulais

One month ago, the United Nations top
Yemen envoy told the Security Council
the country was facing “a crucial
moment” in the course of its long and
bloody conflict, and on Tuesday, he
again urged members to acknowledge
that recent infighting around the
Government stronghold of Aden were
“a clear sign” that the conflict must be
brought to a swift, peaceful end.
Peace and Security

Guterres pledges UN support to
Sudan after military and civilian
opposition reach deal on
transitional government
UN Sudan/Ayman Suliman

UN Secretary-General António
Guterres on Saturday congratulated
the people of Sudan after the military
council and civilian opposition alliance
agreed earlier in the day on a powersharing accord.
Peace and Security

Afghanistan bloodshed mars
100 years of independence

UNAMA/Fardin Waezi

Afghanistan is at a “crucial moment” in
its history as it marks 100 years of
independence, the head of the UN
Mission there said on Monday,
following a series of terror attacks in
recent days.
Peace and Security
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