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Legal vindication does not end the problems for Turkey’s ‘Academics for Peace’
Mehmet Ugur, Times Higher Education, 08/09
Turkey’s Constitutional Court has ruled with a razor-thin majority that the signatories of
the Academics for Peace declaration did not commit the “crime of propagandising for a
terrorist organisation”. The ruling is good news for Academics for Peace and their
families, whose lives have been in ruins since the declaration was published in 2016.
However, there is still a lot of uncertainty about the future.
Read more »
Wife of American imprisoned in Iran cites ASAP Rocky in plea for Trump’s help
Lara Jakes, The New York Times, 08/08
The wife of an American held for three years in an Iranian prison appealed to President
Trump on Thursday to help secure her husband’s release, invoking Mr. Trump’s recent
assistance to another detainee navigating a foreign justice system: ASAP Rocky. The wife,
Hua Qu, said she has seen no progress on the case of her husband, Xiyue Wang, since the
United States withdrew from a nuclear deal with Iran in May 2018.
Read more »
Academic freedom matters for everyone
Emily Louise Bowman, Share America, 08/07
Universities in the United States have a long tradition of academic freedom. Robert
Quinn, executive director of the U.S. nonprofit Scholars at Risk Network, calls it “the
freedom to preserve truth and share information” and says it’s as vital to society as a free
press.
Read more »
Authoritarian shift undermines China’s science moonshot
John Ross, Times Higher Education, 08/07
China’s aspiration to be a science superpower is being thwarted by intensifying
Communist Party control over universities, as funding decisions are placed in the hands of

bureaucrats and academics’ fortunes are determined by their personal politics, a study
says.
Read more »
European rectors fear for academic freedom in Hungary
Michael Gardner, University World News, 08/06
Organisations representing university heads in Poland, Austria and Germany have
addressed an urgent appeal to the Hungarian government to maintain the selfgovernance and academic freedom of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Germany’s
Hochschulrektorenkonferenz, the Österreichische Universitätenkonferenz – Universities
Austria – and the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland are concerned
about new legislation adopted by the Hungarian parliament to reorganise the Academy.
Read more »
Western academia helps build China’s automated racism
Charles Rollet, Coda Story, 08/06
Researchers in China are developing new and more invasive techniques to surveil
Uyghurs. Some of their work is being supported by academia in the West. Academic
papers that refine facial recognition techniques to identify Uyghurs are being published in
U.S. and European academic journals and presented at international computer science
conferences.
Read more »
Iran: Jailed environmentalists on hunger strike
Human Rights Watch, 08/05
At least two environmental experts detained in Iran since January 2018 have likely
embarked on a hunger strike to protest their continued detention after many months in
legal limbo, Human Rights Watch said today. Authorities should ensure their adequate
access to medical treatment. They are among eight environmentalist experts detained for
over 18 months without being provided with the evidence concerning their alleged crimes
and with serious due process violations.
Read more »
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