FRP – FRA weekly February 11-18
1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. Partners in FRA’s research network come together
All partners of the agency’s multidisciplinary research network, FRANET, will meet in Vienna on 14
February. This will be a first meeting of the newly-reconfigured network, established in November.
FRANET is composed of contractors in each EU Member State, and former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and Serbia who, upon request, provide relevant data to FRA on fundamental rights
issues, to facilitate the agency’s comparative analyses. FRA establishes new contracts every four
years following the public procurement procedure. The current network was established in
November 2018 for a four-year period. During the meeting, the contractors will reflect on the
current state of fundamental rights in Europe, and the role of FRA and FRANET. They will also discuss
the upcoming research projects as well as the best working methods. (Contact: Matylda
Pogorzelska)
b. Strengthening the rights of suspects and accused in criminal proceedings
The agency will contribute to discussions on promoting and protecting the rights of suspects and the
accused in criminal proceedings during a meeting from 12 to 13 February in Budapest. It will share
its perspectives and practices around the challenges and opportunities in using EU law for
promoting and protecting rights and on cooperation with other national human rights institutions,
international governmental organisations, lawyers and civil society. NHRIs play an important role in
strengthening the rights of suspects and accused and, ultimately, prevent ill-treatment. Moreover,
due to their broad mandate, NHRIs could not only act as a bridge between EU institutions and the
national level but also reinforce and complement the work of other domestic actors. The meeting is
being organised by the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights (BIM) - in cooperation with
Hungarian Helsinki Committee (Hungary), Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights (Poland) and Peace
Institute (Slovenia). It is being convened in the context of their project on the role of National
Human Rights Institutions in strengthening the rights of people suspected or accused in criminal
proceedings. (Contact: Eva Sobotka)
2. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. FRA joins informal Justice and Home Affairs Council
On 7 and 8 February, FRA’s Director took part in the informal Justice and Home Affairs Council in
Bucharest. The Director spoke on various points during the two-day meeting, including counterterrorism and policing in a connected world relative to the various legislative files and related
initiatives currently under discussion at EU level. While there, he also extended the Memorandum of
Understanding with the Greek Migration Minister to continue supporting the work of national
authorities and other EU agencies in Greek migration hotspots. The Director took the opportunity to
liaise with Justice and Home Affairs Ministers of EU Member States to discuss fundamental rights
and strengthen cooperation with the agency on the EU and national level. (Contact: Joanna Goodey)
b. European Migration Network National Contact Points meet
The agency took part in the 98th Meeting of National Contact Points of the European Migration
Network (EMN). The aim of the meeting in Brussels on 29 January was to update contact points as
well as EU agencies such as FRA, EASO, Frontex, about relevant EU developments in migration
policy. It was also a chance to for all participants including the European Commission to learn about
the status and any updates of the EMN Work Programme 2018-2019. FRA presented its ongoing
activities in the area of asylum, migration and borders. It also offered FRA’s input and support for
several events and studies in the area of migration detention and security. (Contact: Julia Behrens).

c. New language versions of surveillance summary now out
The agency’s summary of its report on Surveillance by intelligence services: fundamental rights
safeguards and remedies in the European Union – Volume II examines how effective oversight and
remedies can limit the potential for abuse. With the newly-added languages of Estonian, Hungarian,
Latvian, Portuguese, Slovak and Slovenian versions, it is now available in all EU languages online.
(Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

