24-31 October 2019

1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) FRA Director to visit Greek migration hotspots
FRA has been regularly visiting Greek migration hotspots since 2016. These visits serve as a basis for
evidence-based fundamental rights support and advice to Greek authorities, the European
Commission and relevant EU agencies. On 14 and 15 October, FRA’s Director will visit Lesvos and
meet with national authorities in Athens, where he will discuss how the Agency can best support
authorities in addressing fundamental rights challenges in the hotspots. The Director will also
provide Greek authorities with an update on the current and past activities as well as outline FRA’s
plans in Greece. (Contact: Katarina Lughofer)
b) Protecting and promoting the founding values of the EU
On 16 October in Vienna, the FRA Director, Michael O’Flaherty, will deliver the opening speech at an
event on ‘Democracy, human rights and the rule of law: how best to protect and promote the
founding values of the EU’. The seminar will bring together Member State experts, representatives
of the EU, OSCE and UN, academia and civil society to share experiences and discuss how to further
develop the EU’s rule of law instruments and to enhance the synergies between them. The event is
co-organised by the Embassy of Finland in Austria, the Permanent Delegation of Finland to the OSCE,
the Permanent Mission of Finland to the International Organisations in Vienna, FRA and the
European Commission representation in Austria. (Contact: Martha Stickings / Gabriel Toggenburg)
c) FRA’s National Liaison Officers come together
The agency’s National Liaison Officers (NLOs) will meet in Vienna from 14 to 15 October to discuss
FRA’s cooperation with EU Member States. The meeting will have a thematic focus on the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their interrelationship with the human and fundamental
rights framework. In particular, attention will be paid to the SDGs related to reducing inequality and
promoting peace, justice and strong institutions. In addition, the NLOs will explore FRA’s work on
National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) and on the fundamental rights implications of the use of
facial recognition technology. (Contact: Marjolijn Smith-Molenaar)
d) FRA joins data protection and privacy commissioners conference
FRA will participate in the 41st International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy
Commissioners. It takes place in Tirana from 21 to 24 October. This year the focus is on convergence
and connectivity. It will cover current topics such as artificial intelligence, the way to run an efficient
independent data protection authority or how data protection principles are to converge towards a
global norm. FRA will also participate in a side-event on the climate crisis and digital rights, which
will address issues linked to migration flows, for example. FRA has an observer status to the
conference. (Contact: Mario Oetheimer)
e) Seminar on policing and relations with the public
FRA and the French ‘Defender of Rights’ are jointly organising an international seminar on the
challenges of relations between the police and the public as well as current practices. The seminar
will bring together practitioners from different professional perspectives. These include police
forces, public authorities, complaints bodies, lawyers, victim support services, civil society,
academics and other experts, as well as representatives of international organisations and EU

institutions. The event will centre around three main topics: discrimination and unlawful profiling, in
particular during police stops and searches; the management of public demonstrations; and the
protection of victims and vulnerable groups. The seminar will take place in Paris from 17 to 18
October. The event is upon invitation only. (Contact: ipcan@fra.europa.eu)
f) European Coordination Committee of Human Rights Documentation meets at FRA
FRA will host the annual meeting of the European Coordination Committee of Human Rights
Documentation. It is a network of people working in documentation, information and
communication within human rights organisations and institutions. The main objective is to present,
discuss and share new projects and challenges in area of human rights documentation. FRA will use
this opportunity to extensively discuss its European Union Fundamental Rights Information
Tool (EFRIS) with documentation experts. The meeting takes place in FRA from 17 to 18 October.
(Contact: Jonas Grimheden)
g) Cooperation between the UN and regional human rights offices
The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) regularly
invites regional offices responsible for promoting and protecting human rights to consultations on
how to coordinate their work better. FRA will take part in the international workshop on enhancing
cooperation between regional and international mechanisms for the promotion and protection of
human rights. It will take place in Geneva on 21 and 22 October. FRA will present its European Union
Fundamental Rights Information Tool (EFRIS), the FRA focus chapter Implementing the Sustainable
Development Goals in the EU: a matter of human and fundamental rights of the 2019 Fundamental
Rights Report. It will also debrief the group on the side event jointly organized by the Agency and
the OHCHR on‘Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda: Leaving No One Behind while Accelerating SDG
Implementation’ organized at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) 2019 on Sustainable
Development. The workshop will bring together representatives from the European Court of Human
Rights, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights of the OSCE and other regional mechanisms. (Contact: Massimo Toschi)
h) FRA training on mainstreaming child rights in EU policies
The European Commission has invited FRA to provide training on data on children on 14 October in
Brussels. It forms part of a series of five child rights training modules offered to staff across all
Commission services. They aim to build their capacity to promote and protect child rights in all EU
policies that have an impact on children. For this purpose, FRA has developed an interactive
programme that highlights the importance of having disaggregated data on children assessed by
means of key indicators. Besides drawing on main sources for data on children in the EU, FRA will
draw on its data explorers, particularly, selected findings on Roma from its minorities and
discrimination survey and mapping minimum age requirements with respect to child rights in the
EU. (Contact: FRA – Rights of the Child)
i) Joint FRA visit by Finnish human rights bodies
On 18 October, a delegation led by the Deputy Ombudsman, Maija Sakslin of the office of the Office
of the Parliamentary Ombudsman of Finland and the Human Rights Centre, Sirpa Rautio, will visit
FRA. FRA will present its work on providing advice to EU institutions, conducting surveys, providing
legal opinions, EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, Cooperation with and research on the National
Human Rights Institutions, rights of the child, disability and theEuropean Union Fundamental Rights
Information Tool (EFRIS). This visit falls in the frame of regular cooperation with National Human
Rights Institutions and Equality Bodies, where NHRIs and Equality Bodies visit the Agency in order to
learn about approaches to topics and explore cooperation. (Contact: Eva Sobotka)
j)

Presentation of the Fundamental Rights Report in Italy

On 24 October, FRA will present the key findings of the Fundamental Rights Report 2019 in the field
of non-discrimination racism, xenophobia and related intolerances in a workshop, which will take
place in Rome. The workshop is jointly organised by FRA, the Department of Political Sciences of the
Roma Tre University and the Fondazione Brodolini. Both the Members of FRA Management Board
and the National Liaison Officer for Italy will take part in the workshop. The workshop aims to raise
awareness and discussions of the FRA research findings in the field of non-discrimination, racism,
xenophobia and related intolerances in Italy. (Contact: Michail Beis)
2. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) Discussing NGO humanitarian assistance to migrants and criminalisation
At the invitation of the European Commission, FRA contributed to NGO discussions on the
criminalisation of humanitarian assistance to migrants. The objective of the meeting was to better
understand the magnitude of the problem, to collect data on existing cases at land borders, in
transit and stay, as well as to explore related concerns in the context of search and rescue by nonstate entities. FRA gave a short presentation on its research in this domain. This included FRA’s
(updated) compilation on NGO ships involved in search and rescue activities in the Mediterranean
and legal proceedings against them. The Commission also asked the Agency to continue to provide
evidence and data on this matter. The meeting, convened by the Commission, took place in Brussels
on 1 October. (Contact: Tamas Molnar)
b) Combating economic and social gender inequalities
Finland’s Presidency of the Council of the EU invited FRA to speak on the economic and social
inequalities among Roma and migrant women in the EU during its high-level gender equality
conference. FRA's presentation during plenary discussions on combating economic and social
inequalities built on the two recent FRA reports on Roma andmigrant women from the second EU
Minorities and Discrimination survey. The conference took place in Helsinki on 30 September and 1
October. (Contact: Rossalina Latcheva)
c) Workshop on future policies for Roma inclusion
The EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies will end in 2020. The European
Commission held aworkshop on future policies for Roma on 1 October to discuss the findings of the
evaluation of the EU Framework as well as on options to address them in a potential post-2020
initiative. FRA presented a first proposal for a new indicator framework to measure progress in a
potential post-2020 Roma inclusion and equality agenda. (Contact:Andrey Ivanov / Ursula TillTentschert)
d) FRA presents evidence of discrimination to Social Questions Working Party
On invitation of the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU, FRA presented evidence on
discrimination to the Social Questions Working Party of the Council in Brussels on 7 October. It drew
from its minority and discrimination survey, its LGBT survey and other research on discrimination
experiences on grounds of religion or belief, age, disability and sexual orientation. The meeting
served to prepare the next EPSCO Council of 24 October where Ministers responsible for equality
and non-discrimination will discuss the proposed equal treatment directive and try to break the
deadlock of this legal initiative after 11 years of negotiations in the Council of the EU.
(Contact: Pablo López Pietsch)
e) Training on the European arrest warrant, mutual trust and criminal detention
On 1 October in the Hague, FRA presented its work in the area of the European arrest warrant,
mutual trust and criminal detention to European Judicial Network contact points. During the
training, organised by the European Judicial Network, FRA outlined its findings from its access to a

lawyer in the EAW proceedings project, and referred to ongoing research regarding conditions of
detention. (Contact: Matylda Pogorzelska)
f) Equality data guidelines presented during Irish stakeholder event
On 3 October, FRA presented the guidelines on improving the collection and use of equality data at a
national stakeholder conference organised in Dublin by the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission. The aim was to strengthen the case for more and better equality data and explore
possible actions to implement the guidelines. The guidelines were prepared by the subgroup on
equality data facilitated by FRA and adopted in 2018 by the EU High Level Group on NonDiscrimination, Equality and Diversity. (Contact: Pablo López Pietsch)

