11-18 March 2019
1. HIGHLIGHTS

a. FRA issues Opinion on fundamental rights in the migration hotspots
In response to a request of the European Parliament of 22 February 2019, the EU Agency for
Fundamental Rights has issued an update of its 2016 Opinion on fundamental rights in the
‘hotspots’ set up in Greece and Italy – February 2019. It is consistent with the Agency’s
objective to provide the relevant institutions of the European Union with assistance and
expertise relating to fundamental rights.

b. Gender – it’s not a just balancing act!
We should all strive for balance. Whether it is a balanced view, balanced representation or
balance of power. This year’s International Women’s day on 8 March is no exception: It’s all
about building a gender-balanced world. It’s a call to action to speed up gender equality and
to improve the social, economic, cultural and political status of women.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. Building bridges with Luxembourg
The FRA Director will visit Luxembourg from 11 to 12 March to meet with government
ministers and parliamentarians to offer the Agency’s advice and expertise on fundamental
rights. He will also take part in a citizen’s dialogue including young people and a Holocaust
survivor to have a frank exchange on situation of fundamental rights across the EU. The visit
is part of increasing the Agency’s impact at the national level and consolidating cooperation
with national actors on fundamental rights. (Contact: Henri Nickels)

b. Europe’s ministers for disability discuss next European Disability Strategy
On 14 March in Paris, the FRA Director will participate in an informal meeting of European
ministers responsible for disability issues. The meeting is an opportunity to raise awareness
of the ongoing challenges faced by people with disabilities and to discuss the potential
shape of the next European Disability Strategy. The FRA Director will open the second
session on improving everyday life for people with disabilities by speaking about the results
of FRA’s research on the right to live independently and be included in the community. The
meeting is being organised by the French Ministry of European Affairs and the State
Secretariat for people with disabilities, in cooperation with the Romanian Presidency of the
Council of the EU and the European Commission. (Contact: Martha Stickings)

c. EFRIS tool presented to EU Member States
On 11 March, the agency will present the European Union Fundamental Rights Information
System (EFRIS) to the Council’s Working Party on Fundamental Rights, Citizens Rights and
Free Movement of Persons (FREMP). It was invited to present EFRIS in Brussels by the
Romanian Presidency of the Council of the EU. EFRIS will be available online at the end of
this year. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

d. Conference on preventing racism and intolerance
The agency will take part in a working-level meeting organised on 11 March in Paris by the
French inter-Ministerial Delegation on combating racism, antisemitism and homophobia

(DILCRAH). The meeting will consist of three in-depth roundtables focusing on the legal
response to racism and intolerance; on online hate speech; and, on awareness raising in
cooperation with civil society organisations. The meeting will be attended by
representatives of the 28 EU Member States, experts and representatives of civil society
organisations. (contact: Katerina Vyzvaldova)

e. Promoting Holocaust remembrance in Romania
The agency will take part in a session on modernising methods of non-formal education to
mark the opening of the National Museum of Jewish History and of the Holocaust in
Romania. This event which takes place on 13 March is co-organised with the Elie Wiesel
National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust in Romania and the Ministry of Culture and
National Identity. It aims to support combating Holocaust denial and to promote Holocaust
remembrance. Moreover, it will connect representatives of the most relevant governmental
museums in Europe that deal with the history of the Holocaust in order to facilitate an
exchange of views on the future National Museum of Jewish History and of the Holocaust in
Romania. (Contact: Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos)

f. Advancing the rights of women of African descent
UN Women has invited the agency to join its dialogue on women and girls of African descent
on 14 March, as a part of the official programme of the 63rd session of the Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW) which takes place in New York. FRA will highlight the opinions
and results presented in its recent report ‘Being Black in the EU’, which analyses the results
of FRA’s second EU-wide survey concerning the experiences and opinions of immigrants and
ethnic minorities. Every year, the CSW brings together representatives of the UN member
states and other actors to set the UN agenda and advance efforts to protect and promote
women’s rights. The priority theme for the 2019 meeting will be ‘Social protection systems,
access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls’. (Contact: Sami Nevala)

g. Towards Roma Inclusion and Empowerment in Greece
From 14 to 15 March in Athens, the agency will meet with the coordinators of the Greek
Programme on Roma Inclusion and Empowerment supported by the EEA Grants 2014 –
2021. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the progress in the programme
implementation and to start planning the future steps to take. (Contact: Ioannis
Dimitrakopoulos)

h. Working with Roma report summary available in all EU languages
The summary of the agency’s report, ‘Working with Roma: Participation and Empowerment
of local communities’, is now available in all EU languages. summary report presents the key
findings of the fieldwork to identify and understand the operation of barriers to and drivers
of successful investment in Roma inclusion and the FRA opinions stemming from
them. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES

a. Ethnic and migrant minority definitions and its implications
The agency discussed ethnic and migrant minority definitions and its implications during a
policy dialogue conference on 8 March 2019 in Palermo. The event was organised by the EUfunded COST Action on ethnic and immigrant minorities survey data. FRA is a member of
this international network set up to bring together researchers, policymakers, and survey
data producers to join efforts to improve the access, usability, dissemination and standards

of the multiple and scattered survey data that exist on the economic, social and political
integration of ethnic and migrant minorities. (Contact: Ursula Till-Tentschert)

b. FRA continues to feed UN monitoring mechanisms
The agency has for several years submitted extracts from its published materials to the
United Nations Human Rights Office in relation to the Universal Periodic Review of the
Human Rights Council, the Treaty Bodies, and Special Procedures when EU Member States
are being reviewed. In addition, the agency responds to specific calls for thematic input. So
far in 2019, FRA has contributed to a call for good human rights practices in local
governments, in relation to trafficking and global migration, in relation to minority rights in
Spain, and in relation to a study by the Working Group on Persons with African Descent.
(Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

