Described as a counterpart to Anne Frank’s diary, a journal written by
Renia Spiegel, a Jewish girl who lived in Poland during World War II,
is being published in English.
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PRZEMYSL, Poland — She was a Jewish teenager in a small trade city in southeastern
Poland when she began writing her diary, months before the advent of World War II. By
the time she was shot in the head by Nazi soldiers, she had chronicled life under two
totalitarian regimes: the Soviets who advanced from the east and the Nazis who came
from the west.
Her journal, hidden in a safe deposit box in New York City for decades, has been
described as a counterpart to Anne Frank’s diary, a valuable historical document and a
poignant coming-of-age story.
Now, the journal of the teenager, Renia Spiegel, all 700 perfectly preserved pages, is to be
published in English for the first time. Released on Thursday, it was to arrive in
bookstores in 13 countries on Sept. 24, including Britain, Germany, Russia and the United
States.
At a moment when basic agreement over simple truths has become a political
battleground and history a weapon, the publication of the book, “Renia’s Diary,” offers a
reminder of the power of bearing witness.
In the first entry, Renia made clear why she was writing:
“I want someone I can talk to about my everyday worries and joys, somebody who
will feel what I feel, believe what I say and never reveal my secrets.”

It is Jan. 31, 1939. She does not know that in seven months, war would come to the
increasingly ruined town of Przemysl, a place of noisy school grounds, intimate cafes and
romantic alleys where first kisses were stolen. By July 30, 1942, less than two months

after she turned 18, she would be dead.
The last passage in the diary was written by the man she had loved during those terrible
years, Zygmunt Schwarzer, who survived Auschwitz and was supposed to look after the
diary after Renia and his parents went into hiding to avoid being deported to
concentration camps. The Nazis found their hide-out, in the attic of a house in Przemysl,
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She was 15 and staying with her younger sister, Elizabeth, a child actress known as the
“Polish Shirley Temple,” at her grandparents’ home in Przemysl when the war broke out.
Renia’s love for Zygmunt, whom she calls “Zygu” and who was one year her senior, is the
main topic of her journal, and her writing reveals a typical teenager with adolescent selfconsciousness.
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He later made his way to New York, where Renia’s mother, Roza, and younger sister,
Elizabeth Bellak, born as Ariana Spiegel, were also living. Mr. Schwarzer eventually
Joannathe
Berendt
covers
PolishMs.
affairs
from thenow
Warsaw
A native
Gdynia, Poland,
she wrotein
fora
passed
diary
to them.
Bellak,
88, bureau.
said that
she of
stashed
it for decades
Researchers
Uncover
Two Hidden
Pages in Anne
Frank’s
Diary
May 15, 2018
leading Polish news organizations before joining The Times. @JoannaBerendt
safe deposit box because she could not bear to read it.
A version of this article appears in print on Sept. 25, 2019, Section A, Page 7 of the New York edition with the headline: Diary of Slain Jewish
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captivating love poems for which, Ms. Bellak said, she had won numerous awards before
the war.
On June 7, 1942, she wrote:
Anne Frank’s Stepsister Meets Teenagers From Swastika Photo
“Think, tomorrow we might not be

March 8, 2019

A cold, steel knife
Will slide between us, you see
But today there is still time for life
Tomorrow sun might eclipse
Gun bullets might crack and rip
And howl — pavements awash
With blood, with dirty, stinking slag
Pigwash
Today you are alive
There is still time to survive”

It was Ms. Bellak’s daughter, Alexandra Renata Bellak, who recognized the journal’s
value. In 2014, she reached out to the Polish film director Tomasz Magierski and asked
him to help them find a publisher.

Not only did Mr. Magierski help them do so, he also made a documentary, “Broken
Dreams,” based on the journal. It opened in a Polish cinema on Sept. 18.

