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1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. Civic space consultation until 16 January: FRA invites civil society to share its experiences
FRA is consulting the Fundamental Rights Platform about their experiences as part of its work on
civic space challenges. Organisations are invited to share their experiences in the following areas:
enabling regulatory environment, threats and attacks, access to finance and resources, access to the
decision-making process and participation. The report from the 2018 consultation is available here:
Civil society space: Views of organisations. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)
b. Looking ahead to 2020
This year FRA looks forward to a new decade for fundamental human rights across Europe, as the
new European Parliament and Commission hit the ground running with a raft of new strategies
promoting and protecting rights.
c. Towards humane and effective migration
“Migration will not go away – it will stay with us,” says European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen. On International Migrants Day on 18 December, FRA joined the Commission in its call to
find solutions that are humane and effective.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
d. Data Protection Day 2020: Facing new challenges
FRA will discuss and present its work on artificial intelligence during a conference in Zagreb on 16
January. FRA will speak on the challenges linked to algorithmic profiling and more generally the
safeguards offered by data protection in the context of artificial intelligence. The event is being
organised by the Croatian Presidency of the Council of the European Union. (Contact: Mario
Oetheimer)
e. IHRA to hold Ministerial Conference
On 19 January, Filippo de Robilant, vice-chair of FRA’s Management Board will represent the agency
at the Ministerial Conference of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). FRA will
attend the Brussels meeting in its capacity of Permanent International Partner to IHRA. The meeting
will serve to facilitate an exchange of views on problems IHRA member countries face in relation to
the resurgence of antisemitism, antigypsyism and other forms of discrimination. IHRA member
countries are expected to endorse a declaration reaffirming their commitment to Holocaust
remembrance and education. The event is being by the Luxembourg Minister of Foreign and
European Affairs. (Contact: Henri Nickels)
f. Enhancing the EU Fundamental Rights Information System
FRA's online international human rights tool, the European Union Fundamental Rights Information
System, will be presented and discussed in Strasbourg from 16 to 17 January. FRA will have a range

of meetings at the Council of Europe as well as with EU's external action service in Strasbourg aimed
at enhancing and expanding the current tool, and finding technical solutions. The tool uses existing
UN and Council of Europe human rights mechanisms, so discussions will also be on maintaining
cooperation to ensure sustainability. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
g. Towards a working definition of Islamophobia
On 19 December, FRA took part in a Brussels seminar on a working definition of anti-Muslim
hatred/Islamophobia. The meeting was organised by the European Commission coordinator on antiMuslim hatred. FRA spoke about the update of its anti-Muslim hatred database. It also covered the
work of the agency on hate crime reporting and related technical assistance building on best
practices and consultation with public authorities and civil society organisations. (Contact: Miltos
Pavlou)
h. FRA joins Council discussions on criminal cooperation
On 11 December 2019 in Brussels, FRA presented its work in the area of the European arrest
warrant, mutual trust and criminal detention. During the Council working party on cooperation in
criminal matters (COPEN), organised by the Finnish Presidency of the EU, FRA joined discussions on
the conditions of criminal detention and access to a lawyer during the European arrest warrant
proceedings, drawing on its recent research. (Contact: Matylda Pogorzelska)
i.
Meeting European Migration Network contact points
On 12 December 2019, FRA took part in a meeting of the European Migration Network (EMN)
National Contact Points. The aim of the meeting was to update contact points as well as EASO, the
European Commission and its Joint Research Centre, and FRA about each other’s activities. FRA
presented the findings of FRA’s report on the integration of young refugees report and ensured that
the work of the EMN and FRA complements each other, and that the EMN research considers
fundamental rights. (Contact: Julia Behrens)
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