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Greta Thunberg tells world leaders ‘you
are failing us’, as nations announce
fresh climate action

UN Photo/Loey Felipe

Speaking at the beginning of the UN’s Climate
Action Summit on Monday, the 16-year-old
acclaimed climate activist Greta Thunberg, was
unsparing in her criticism of world leaders, telling
them that they are still “not mature enough to tell it
like it is”.
Climate Change

Actions not words: what was promised
at the UN’s landmark climate summit?

UN Photo/Cia Pak

UN Secretary-General warned leaders not to come to
his landmark Climate Action Summit with beautiful
speeches, but to present concrete plans for cutting
harmful greenhouse gas emissions, and strategies for
carbon neutrality by 2050. So what, exactly, was
promised at Monday’s all-day event at UN
Headquarters in New York?
Climate Change

Human Rights Briefing: Updates on
Egypt, Zimbabwe, Venezuela and Saudi
Arabia

UN Photo/Jean Marc Ferre

Here’s a roundup of human rights news this Friday:
UN’s Bachelet urges restraint over arrests of Egypt
protestors; expert calls for ‘democratic shift’ in
Zimbabwe; Human Rights Council agrees factfinding mission to Venezuela; independent experts
urge freedom for Saudi women's rights defender,
after 500 days in prison.
Climate Change

Elimination of nuclear weapons ‘only
real way’ to allay fear of a constant
threat, Guterres insists

IAEA/Dean Calma

Progress made in reducing the
danger posed by nuclear arsenals has not only come
to a halt, “it is going in reverse”, and any use
of a nuclear weapon in the future would ignite “a
humanitarian catastrophe.”
Peace and Security

UN chief sets out roadmap to ‘raise
ambition’, fund sustainable
development

UNDP/Aude Rossignol

In his opening remarks to the High-Level Dialogue
on Financing for Development, held at UN
headquarters in New York on Thursday, UN chief
António Guterres outlined his roadmap for financing
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the
UN’s blueprint for the transition to a healthier planet
and a fairer world.
SDGs

Sudan at the start of ‘long road to
recovery’, UN chief tells high-level
meeting

UNAMID/Elsadig Daud

Sudan is now on the long road to socio-economic
recovery, following the establishment of a civilianled government, UN Secretary-General António
Guterres told a high-level meeting on Friday, at UN
Headquarters in New York.
Peace and Security

UN shipping agency urges more women
to climb aboard, fuel sustainable
growth

IMO

The historically male-dominated shipping industry
should clear the decks for a new generation of
women, whose empowerment would help fuel
economic growth, and speed up the drive towards
“safe, secure, clean and sustainable shipping”.
SDGs

Mirrored classroom display highlights
scale of massive education crisis

TheirWorld

A non-profit dedicated to exposing the severity
of the global education crisis has been inviting
delegates to the UN General Assembly inside
a compact mirrored installation this week, to drive
home the reality that around 260 million children are
missing from classrooms around the world.
SDGs

At UN, youth activists press for bold
action on climate emergency, vow to
hold leaders accountable at the ballot
box

UN Photo/Kim Haughton

Students and young activists on Saturday threw down
the gauntlet to world leaders heading to United
Nations Headquarters next week for high-level
climate talks, demanding that they “stop wasting
time” and work harder to curb carbon emissions, “or
we will vote you out.”
Climate Change

‘We may be small islands, but no man is
an island’, Papua New Guinea youth
tells world leaders
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“All of us from small islands can relate to the word’s
perception of us, as small islands”, but rather
than treating them as distant vessels, imagine instead
“an undivided Pacific, connected by an ocean
highway.” That was the plea to world
leaders from Vinzealhar Ainjo Kwangin Nen, on
Friday, speaking on behalf of her generation, on the
front line of climate change.
Climate Change

Sustainable development summit a
reminder of ‘the boundless potential of
humanity’
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The first UN summit on the progress of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development closed on a
hopeful note, with Deputy Secretary-General Amina
Mohammed declaring that the two-day event had
been a reminder of “the boundless potential of
humanity to create a better future for all”.
SDGs

Earth’s oceans and frozen spaces paying
price for ‘taking the heat of global
warming’

UN News/Laura Quiñones

Our oceans and frozen spaces have been “taking the
heat” for global warming for decades, climate experts
said on Wednesday, warning that without a radical
change in human behaviour, hundreds of millions of
people could suffer from rising sea levels, frequent
natural disasters and food shortages.
Climate Change

‘Milestone agreement’ paves the way for
new UN Human Rights Office in Sudan
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“With this milestone agreement, we are poised to
accompany Sudan through an important moment in
its history” – the words of UN human rights chief
Michelle Bachelet on Wednesday, as she signed a
deal between the UN and the newly-constituted
Government of Sudan to open a Human Rights Office
in the capital, Khartoum.
Human Rights

‘Childhood is changing, and so must
we’, UNICEF declares, as world marks
historic convention

UNICEF

Since its adoption 30 years ago, the milestone
Convention of the Rights of the Child and its near
universal membership has created “unprecedented
international solidarity around children’s rights,'' the
Secretary-General said at a commemorative event an
UN Headquarters on Wednesday.
Human Rights

Sustainable Development Summit: ‘We
must step up our efforts - now’,
Guterres declares
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“The 2030 Agenda is coming to life”, declared the
UN chief on Tuesday, referring to the blueprint for a
healthier planet and a more just world, as he launched
the first Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
Summit in New York. However, despite encouraging
progress, António Guterres warned that much more
needs to be done, and “we must step up our efforts.
Now”.
SDGs

Countries violate rights over climate
change, argue youth activists in
landmark UN complaint

Emmanuel Rouy/Lycée Français

The failure of governments to act on the climate
crisis, constitutes a violation of children’s rights,
according to a landmark complaint presented to the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child by 16
youth activists.
Climate Change

‘We need solutions’, not cynicism; UN
Assembly President urges world leaders
to do more to tackle global ills
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The fact that world leaders have convened at United
Nations Headquarters in New York is “a veritable
testament to the primacy of this great multilateral
body”, the General Assembly President said on
Tuesday, opening the Organization’s annual General
Debate.
SDGs

In ‘world of disquiet’, UN must deliver
for the people, Guterres tells General
Assembly
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We are living in “a world of disquiet”, the United
Nations chief told the High-level session of the
General Assembly on Tuesday, urging the Heads of
States present to advance “common good” while
upholding “shared humanity and values”.
Peace and Security

Banks worth $47 trillion adopt new UNbacked climate, sustainability
principles
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Banks collectively with more than $47 trillion in
assets, or a third of the global industry, signed up on
Sunday to new United Nations-backed responsible
banking principles in a massive boost for climate
action and the shift from “brown to green” models of
economic growth.
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