21-29 January 2019
1. HIGHLIGHTS
Respecting rights for more effective return policies
Proposals to return illegal non-EU nationals more effectively need to be accompanied by adequate
and enforceable fundamental rights safeguards, finds the latest Opinion from the EU Agency for
Fundamental Rights. FRA’s Opinion on the revisions to the EU Return Directive examines the
fundamental rights implications of the proposed changes to the directive. It shows how respect for
fundamental rights is in the interest of the national authorities and avoids rights violations during
return procedures. Violations can lead to challenges which can undermine the effectiveness and
credibility of the EU’s return policy.
Director’s latest vlog signposts what to watch out for in 2019
In the latest edition of his video blog, FRA Director Michael O'Flaherty gives a flavour of some the
agency’s highlights planned for 2019, the year that marks the 10th anniversary of the EU’s
Fundamental Rights Charter. These include the EU Fundamental Rights Information System (EFRIS),
a report looking at the long-term impact of the 2015 asylum emergency and a focus on the
fundamental rights situation of Roma, among others.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. Marking 20 years of the Council of Europe’s Human Rights Commissioner
The FRA Director will take part in an event marking the 20th anniversary of the Council of
Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights. The event, organised by the Commissioner for
Human Rights and the Finnish Presidency of the Committee of Ministers, will take place on
22 January in Strasbourg. The agency will also meet with officials of the Council of Europe to
discuss cooperation and to explore avenues of future collaboration. (Contact: Massimo
Toschi)
b. The future of human rights in Europe
FRA’s Director will deliver a lecture on the future of human rights in Europe to the United
Nations Association of Austria. It will take place on 23 January in Vienna.
c. FRA joins European Commission discussions on integrating non-EU nationals
The agency will take part in meetings of the European Commission’s Inter-Service Group on
22 January in Brussels on the integration of third-country nationals. One meeting will discuss
future EU Funds for integration, in particular coordination between different funds such as
the European Social Fund Plus and the Asylum and Migration Fund. It will also look towards
an integrated approach on how better communicating the Commission’s work on
integration as well as future planning. Another meeting will gather together the sub-group
on data, indicators and evidence and will discuss new developments in this area, such as
the EU-OECD ‘Settling in 2018’ report. There will be a special focus on how to get more data
on refugees’ level of education and on immigrants’ integration. FRA will discuss how it
contributed to the EU-OECD report through its minorities and discrimination survey and its

more recent work, such as the Being black in the EU report and the online database on antiMuslim hatred. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)
d. Preparing for FRA’s National Human Rights Institutions study
From 23 to 25 January in Strasbourg and Brussels, the agency will discuss with counterparts
in the Council of Europe and the UN’s Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights
(OHCHR) its upcoming study on National Human Rights Institutions. The discussions will be
held with the OHCHR’s regional representative for Europe and bodies of the Council of
Europe. These include: the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH); the European
Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI); the Commissioner’s Office for human
rights; and the Venice Commission. The study will be released early 2020. (Contact: Eva
Sobotka)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. Council of Europe explores the rule of law with the EU
The Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly’s Committee on rules of procedure,
immunities and institutional affairs convened a meeting to discuss greater rule of law
cooperation for Europe with EU and Council of Europe representatives. The agency gave
examples of how it contributes to the debate, such as its Opinions, contributions to EU
Presidencies’ organisation of annual rule of law dialogues, as well as the European Union
Fundamental Rights Information System (EFRIS) that it is developing. The meeting took place
on 15 January in Brussels. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)
b. New guidance on receiving unaccompanied children
The European Asylum and Support Office (EASO) has released new guidance on receiving
unaccompanied childrenthat it developed in consultation with Member States and other
actors, such as FRA. It aims to support Member States in improving reception conditions for
unaccompanied children. The guidance includes standards and indicators on reception. It
also covers specific aspects related to unaccompanied children such as information,
participation and representation, identification, assessments and response to special needs
and safety risks. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)

