FRA – FRP 20-27 January 2020
1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Marking 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz
The FRA Director will take part in a two-day event to mark the 75th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz where he will speak about antisemitism today drawing on FRA’s
survey work. The event on 20 and 21 January is being organised by the European Jewish
Association together with other organisations for Members of Parliament and
representatives from Ministries of Education from across Europe. The meetings will address
the need for effective Holocaust education in Europe seeking a recommitment to the shared
fight against hatred towards Jews. A symposium will focus on Holocaust education, which
should encompass element of the history of Jews in the countries they have lived in for
centuries. There will also be a visit to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Camps. (Contact: Ioannis
Dimitrakopoulos)
b) FRA Director looks ahead to freedom, security and justice with EU Justice Ministers
On 23 January in Zagreb, the FRA Director will participate in the informal Council meeting of
EU Justice Ministers. Ministers will discuss justice aspects of how to further strengthen the
area of freedom, security and justice, as well as looking ahead to the future strategy on
judicial training. Ministers will also address the role and importance of the European Judicial
Network in civil and commercial matters in facilitating judicial cooperation. The meeting is
being organised under the Croatian Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
(Contacts: Martha Stickings / Robert-Jan Uhl)
c) Computers, Privacy and Data Protection 2020
From 22 to 24 January, the annual Computers, Privacy and Data Protection conference takes
place in Brussels. This year the main topic will be data protection and Artificial Intelligence.
As in past years, FRA is sponsoring the conference, which brings together many important
stakeholders from policy, business, civil society and academia. FRA will speak at two
sessions about facial recognition technology. The discussions at the conference will push
forward the state of discussions around data protection and artificial intelligence, which are
also relevant for FRA’s ongoing research on artificial intelligence and fundamental rights.
(Contact FRA Just, Digital & Secure Societies)
d) Marking EIGE’s 10 years
On 23 January, FRA will take part in the 10-year seminar of the European Institute for
Gender Equality (EIGE). The ‘Moments and Milestones: EIGE 10 years’ seminar invites
participants to reflect on the key achievements of EIGE since the agency first opened its
doors, as well as further steps that are needed to make gender equality a reality for all. The
seminar will take place in Vilnius. (Contact: Sami Nevala)
e) Presenting FRA’s facial recognition work to Council of the EU
The Council of the EU’s law enforcement working group will meet on 21 January. During the
meeting, FRA will present its recent paper on the fundamental rights considerations
concerning facial recognition technology in the context of law enforcement. (Contact: Jana
Gajdosova)
2. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) Workshop on hate crime in Belgium

On 14 and 15 January, FRA, together with the OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR), facilitated a workshop for law enforcement officers and officials
responsible for (hate) crime registration in Belgium. The aim of the workshop was to raise
awareness of the need to properly record hate crimes, to identify gaps in existing hate crime
recording and data collection frameworks. Furthermore, practical steps were discussed on
how to improve these frameworks, and how to ensure a comprehensive and sustainable
hate crime recording system. FRAhas already conducted eight of these workshops with more
planned for other Member States this year. (Contact: FRA hate crime team)

