Weekly 30 September – 7 October 2019
1. HIGHLIGHTS
a. Access to justice: Defendants need more information and better access to legal assistance
Poor information and inadequate access to legal assistance often prevent defendants in criminal
proceedings from full access to justice, as FRA latest report reveals. It points to where Member
States should improve information flows and legal representation to uphold defendants’ rights.
Children’s best interests take priority in migrant returns.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. FRA Director joins meeting on EU Justice Ministers
The Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU has invited FRA’s Director to address EU Justice
Ministers during the Justice and Home Affairs Council in Luxembourg on 7 October. The Director will
exchange views with Justice Ministers on fundamental rights challenges in 2020 and beyond. He will
draw on issues raised in a background paper prepared by FRA at the request of the Finnish
presidency, including the fundamental rights implications of online hate and an increased reliance
on artificial intelligence. He will also join a discussion on protecting victims of crime. (Contact:
Martha Stickings)
b. Human Rights Communicators’ Workshop 2019
Leading human rights communicators will gather at FRA from 3 to 4 October to discuss and seek
solutions for the challenges and opportunities arising from the pace of change in the world around
us. Participants will focus on how best to effectively communicate about human rights while
engaging the ‘conflicted’ middle and new audiences. They will also seek to jointly strategise on
which powerful narratives are needed to communicate that human rights are for everyone. In
addition, the event seeks to explore how we can work more efficiently and effectively together as a
community of human rights communicators. (Contact: Friso Roscam Abbing)
c. Workshop to look at future policies for Roma
FRA will join the European Commission, National Roma Contact Points and other stakeholders to
discuss future Roma policies. The meeting will take place in Brussels from 1 to 2 October. FRA will
present its first draft of indicators to measure progress post-2020 for Roma equality and inclusion.
(Contact: Andrey Ivanov)
d. FRA to present equality data guidelines to Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission
FRA will take part in a national stakeholder conference convened by the Irish Human Rights and
Equality Commission on 3 October in Dublin. It will explore strategies for the implementation of the
guidelines on improving the collection and use of equality data. These guidelines were prepared by
the Subgroup on Equality Data, which was set up in 2018 by the EU High Level Group on nondiscrimination, equality and diversity and is facilitated by FRA. The agency will present the work of
the subgroup so far and introduce the guidelines. (Contact: Pablo Lopez Pietsch)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. Looking at AI and law enforcement
FRA gave a keynote presentation during the OSCE’s Annual Police Experts Meeting (APEM), which
took place in Vienna on 23 and 24 September. The topic this year was: ‘Artificial Intelligence and Law
Enforcement: An Ally or an Adversary?’. FRA spoke during the session dedicated to legal, ethical and

human rights issues related to the use of AI in law enforcement. Its presentation drew on its ongoing
work from its of AI project. (Contact: Jana Gajdosova)
b. Celebrating 25 years of ECRI
FRA took part in the high-level conference in Paris from 26 to 27 September to mark the 25th
Anniversary of the Council of Europe’s European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI).
FRA pointed to the need to move from strategies to action plans accompanied by specific road
maps, setting out who does what and when. This would be for the police and judiciary to improve
reporting and recording, investigating and prosecuting hate crime; for public authorities at EU,
national and local level to improve respect for anti-discrimination law, as well as criminal law
provisions on hate crime and illegal hate speech – national and local authorities could consider use
of the EU’s example of ‘enabling conditions’ in their budgetary appropriations; for statutory human
rights institutions, especially equality bodies, to develop reach-out and victim support activities
targeting those belonging to groups most at risk; for media to provide more balanced reporting –
understanding better how unconscious bias can affect news reporting; and for civil society to
develop cooperation between organisations active on different but related issues, e.g. anti-racism,
Roma inclusion, disability, child rights, etc. (Contact: Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos)
c. Council of Europe’s human rights expert meeting looks at automated data processing and
artificial intelligence
FRA took part in the fourth and last meeting of the Council of Europe’s expert meeting on the
human rights dimensions of automated data processing and artificial intelligence in Strasbourg on
23 and 24 September. Participants discussed the draft recommendations on the human rights
impact of algorithmic systems. The work of the Council of Europe in the area is important for FRA’s
work in the area of artificial intelligence, big data and fundamental rights. (Contact: David Reichel)
d. Supporting the creation of a European guardianship network
FRA took part in the second meeting of the European Guardianship Network in Glasgow on 23 and
24 September. The meeting was attended by representatives of civil society and guardianship
authorities from 12 Member States and the European Commission. During the meeting, participants
discussed existing challenges for guardianship for unaccompanied children, specifically in regards to
North African children. It also raised awareness of promising practices, such as the creation of
guardianship advisory boards formed by young migrants. The creation of a European Network is one
of the actions envisaged under the 2017 Commission Communication on the protection of children
in migration. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)
e. FRA joins meeting of national migration contact points
On 20 September, FRA took part in a National Contact Points meeting of the European Migration
Network (EMN). The aim of the meeting was to update the the contact points as well as EASO, the
European Commission and its Joint Research Centre and FRA about each other’s activities. FRA
spoke about the need to consider fundamental rights and underlined the importance of
complementarity for each other’s work. (Contact: Julia Behrens)
f. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities prepares for its country report on
Slovakia
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will discuss and adopt a list of issues prior
to reporting on Slovakia during its session from 23 to 27 September. FRA was invited to present its
key findings from the independent living project on the situation of people with disabilities and
respective policies and legislation in Slovakia. The issues raised will be a relevant part of the
information that the Committee may consider in preparing its questions under articles 19 of the

UN’s Disability Convention (CRPD) and others, and the dialogue with the State party. (Contact: Astrid
Podsiadlowski)
g. FRA discusses migration narratives with think tanks in Brussels
FRA presented the 10 keys to effectively communicating rights and its implementation during a
roundtable discussion in Brussels on 18 September. It was organised by the Brussels-based think
tank, the European Policy Centre (EPC), together with Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), as part of ‘EU
communications on migration: perspectives and strategies’ project. This EU funded project seeks to
develop practical recommendations and tools that can help strengthen the EU’s communications on
migration. The roundtable’s goal was to ensure that existing research and learning is feeding into
the process and that civil society input is strengthen. FRA discussed how, thanks to its partnership
with media organisations, it has reached out to more than 200 journalists in two months with its
eMedia Toolkit, an e-learning platform for media on coverage of migration news. (Contact: Blanca
Tapia)
h. Annual conference brings together law enforcement and data protection experts
On 19 and 20 September, FRA attended the 3rd EDEN Conference on Data Protection in Law
Enforcement. It was jointly organised by the Danish Police and Europol. EDEN is Europol’s Data
Protection Experts Network. It was established to support the exchange of expertise and best
practices among law enforcement data protection experts, representatives of relevant private
parties, academia, and NGOs. The event was a good opportunity to bring together stakeholders of
the fundamental rights and law enforcement communities. (Contact: Elise Lassus)
i. New language versions of FRA Charter handbook
Practitioners are often unsure whether or not the Charter of Fundamental Rights applies to a given
situation, and how it adds value. To help FRA has developed guidance on applying the EU’s
Fundamental Rights Charter in law and policymaking at the national level. The report is now also
available in Finnish and in French. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

