Fundamental Rights Platform 25 November – 2 December 2019

1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Young migrants: Is Europe creating a lost generation?
Delays and serious challenges integrating young refugees who have fled war and persecution risk creating a
lost generation, finds a new FRA report. While it identifies some good practices, it urges Member States to
learn from each other to give these young people an adequate chance in life.
a) For every child, every right
On 20 November, we marked 30 years of the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child – a
landmark human rights treaty. It changed how adults view and treat children. But despite considerable
progress in Europe, basic challenges, such as child poverty, remain.
b) Safeguard women against partner violence
Millions of women and girls in Europe suffer physical, sexual or psychological violence at the hands of their
partner or family members. On International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women on 25
November, FRA calls on the EU and its Member States to step up their commitment towards ending violence
against women.

2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) FRA and ODIHR discuss cooperation
FRA’s Director Michael O’Flaherty will visit the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights for
the first time on 25 November in Warsaw. He will discuss how to further strengthen cooperation between FRA
and ODIHR. He will meet with ODIHR Director, its senior management team and the staff. The purpose of the
visit is to exchange views on respective current and future priorities and in particular, discussion will focus on
hate crime, human rights defenders, the National Human Rights Institutions Academy, migration and asylum,
artificial intelligence, the European Union Fundamental Rights Information System (EFRIS). (Contact: Massimo
Toschi)
b) FRA co-hosts UNICEF TransMonEE meetings
This week from 25 November until 29 November, FRA will co-host the 2019 UNICEF TransMonEE network
meeting in Vienna. FRA will contribute to sessions on minimum age, child participation, innovative approaches
to data disaggregation, measuring violence against children and access to justice. The annual regional
Transformative Monitoring for Enhanced Equity (TransMonEE) meeting serves as a platform where UNICEF,
national statistical offices in Europe and Central Asia, and other key partners can discuss and reflect on childrelated data collection by National Statistical Systems. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)
c) Hate speech online and AI to feature at Internet Governance Forum
The next Internet Governance Forum (IGF) takes place in Berlin from 25 to 29 November. The IGF was set up
as an open discussion platform of the United Nations for key legal, political, social and technical issues relating
to the internet. FRA will co-organise two sessions with the Council of Europe. The first will focus on the human
rights issues associated with hate speech online and discuss how to develop effective tools to respond to the
threats it poses. The second will discuss the respective obligations of states and responsibilities for private
actors regarding the protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the context of AI
and machine learning systems. Online participation is possible for both sessions. FRA will also have a stand at
the IGF village. (Contact: Martha Stickings / David Reichel)
d) Promoting gender equality in education
FRA will speak during a panel discussion on challenges regarding gender equality in education at a meeting of
the Education and Training 2020 Working Group on Promoting Common Values and Inclusive Education. The
Working Group discusses policy solutions on key issues falling under the scope of the Paris Declaration of 2015

and the promotion of common values, notably in light of the Council Recommendation on promoting common
values, inclusive education, and the European dimension of teaching. The European Commission meeting
takes place in Brussels on 27 and 28 November. (Contact: Michail Beis)
e) Supporting this human world international film festival
FRA will be a partner of the international human rights film festival, this human world, for the third year. It will
enable FRA to emphasise the power of filmmaking to tell stories that matter, in line with our 10 keys to
effectively communicating human rights. It will also build on the festival’s goal to provide audiences with the
chance to engage with some pressing issues affecting Europe. The festival takes place in Vienna from 28
November to 10 December. FRA is the patron of two screenings, followed by panel discussions, facilitated and
moderated by FRA. Kapela/The Band on 6 December will focus on Roma integration. Midnight Traveler on 9
December will look at migration and integration. (Contact: Marialetizia Leonardo)
f) FRA joins 4SocialRights Platform meeting
FRA will take part in the 9th meeting of its collaborative platform on social and economic rights. The platform
is a joint initiative between FRA, the Council of Europe, the European Network of National Human Rights
Institutions and the European Network of Equality Bodies. The meeting takes place in Strasbourg on 28
November. The meeting will focus on strengthening social and economic rights in Europe. (Contact: Grigorios
Tsioukas)
g) European Parliament discussion on exploitation and violence against migrant workers
FRA will chair a panel discussion on access to remedies in practice that will look at what are the critical barriers
and next steps to protecting migrants workers. It will include some reflections in relation to the findings of
FRA’s severe labour exploitation project. The aim of the event is to engage with returning and newly elected
MEPs and other key institutional stakeholders on measures that the new European Parliament and European
Commission can take for victims of exploitation to access an effective remedy. This includes the specific
recommendations of the Special Adviser on compensation for victims of crime who will speak at the event.
The event takes place on 2 December in Brussels. (Contact: Alice Hamilton)
h) Strengthening human rights cities
A FRA expert meeting on strengthening human rights cities will take place in Brussels on 27 and 28 November.
It will look to develop a framework of commitments. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden / Geraldine Guille)
i) UN Human Rights Council looks to human rights and sustainable development
FRA will contribute to a UN’s Human Rights Council debate in Geneva on 3 December. It will present findings
from its publication ‘Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU: a matter of human and
fundamental rights’ and share examples of its relevant statistical data and other evidence. The debate forms
part of the Human Rights Council Intersessional meeting on Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda, a Decade for
Action and Delivery on the SDGs. This high-level conference will explore how can promoting human rights
accelerate the realisation of the SDGs. It will address the challenges of combating inequalities so as to leave no
one behind. The event will also focus on human rights and SDG implementation at the national level.
(Contact: Massimo Toschi)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) Tips on communicating human rights effectively
What does effective human rights communications really mean? And how should we do it? Participants at
FRA’s recent workshop share their views. On 3 and 4 October, over 80 human rights communicators came to
FRA to share their practices and strategies for effectively communicating rights. FRA captured their thoughts in
a video that builds on FRA's ‘10 keys to effectively communicating human rights’. It draws on discussions held
over two days. Participants focused on how best to effectively communicate about human rights while
engaging the ‘conflicted’ middle as well as new audiences. Together they jointly strategised about which
narratives communicators need to adopt to better communicate the message that human rights are for
everyone. Videos from the various talks are also available online.
b) More cooperation and inclusion to better protect EU citizens

On 22 November, the Heads of the nine EU Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) agencies met at Europol’s
headquarters in The Hague. The discussions focused on the implementation of the New Strategic Agenda
2019-2024, the state-of-play of the interoperability project and the common efforts in reinforcing diversity
and inclusion in the workplace. (Contact: Sara Sighinolfi)
c) Realising Economic and Social Rights in Europe
On 14 November, FRA’s Director spoke at the European Network of National Human Rights Institutions’ 2019
Annual Conference‘Realising Economic and Social Rights in Europe: the role of National Human Rights
Institutions’. He pointed to the need to step up a rights approach to socio-economic issues. FRA Director
pointed out that we have not won the battle that social economic situation is about rights. It is still out there
to be addressed. NHRIs are well placed to encourage the MSs to use the rights framework. The three socioeconomic rights related key issues on which NHRIs should not miss to contribute on are environmental
challenges, climate change and economic rights. (Contact: Eva Sobotka)
d) EU agencies discuss joining forces on AI implementation
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) invited several EU agencies to discuss results of their project on
possible uses of artificial intelligence by EU agencies. The workshop took place on 19 November in Parma. It
discussed possible cooperation among EU agencies on the use of AI-related technologies for more efficient
and future oriented work. FRA presented its work in relation to artificial intelligence and fundamental rights,
which analyses concrete case studies of AI in selected Member States. (Contact: David Reichel)
e) Strengthening cooperation with the European Judicial Training Network
The European Judicial Training Network recently signed a Letter of Intent with FRA. It formalises the longlasting, productive cooperation between the two organisations. It also serves a springboard for future
cooperation. (Contact: Pia Tirronen)
f) Promoting Muslim inclusion in cities
EUROCITIES and the City of Amsterdam organised a workshop and panel debate about inclusion of Muslim
communities and prevention of discrimination in cities. It was moderated by the European Commission
coordinator on anti-Muslim hatred. FRA presented its work in supporting Human Rights Cities, hate crime
reporting and related technical assistance, as well as its anti-Muslim hatred database. FRA also raised
awareness about the Fundamental Rights Forum 2021 as a milestone for the engagement and commitment of
cities in promoting human rights and equality through strong, diverse and inclusive communities. The event
took place on 14 November. (Contact: Miltos Pavlou)

