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Dear EASP members,
Against the background of rising authoritarianism and anti-intellectualism in many countries across the
world, academic freedom is more threatened than ever. As many of you are aware, in January 2016,
over 2000 academics in Turkey signed a petition asking the Turkish government to peacefully solve the
violent conflict in Kurdish regions. Since then the Turkish government has been persecuting and
silencing our colleagues in Turkish universities.
As a result, hundreds of academics, including members of ISPP, EASP, and SPSSI, lost their jobs and
their passports were cancelled. During the last year, a majority of these academics have been charged
with 'terrorist propaganda' crimes and put on trial. Their verdicts are prison sentences, currently
postponed under the condition that the defendants do not commit similar 'crimes'. This is a crude
example of how a government limits academic freedom for political purposes.
Right now, there is an urgent need for international financial support for the persecuted
academics in Turkey!
ISPP has set up a donation scheme to support colleagues under threat. The donations are collected for
emergency funds to cover living costs (ranges from $70 to $150 per week) and lawyer fees (around
$1000) for colleagues who have lost their jobs and as research funds to keep them scientifically active.
To date ISPP has provided $15.000 of emergency funding.
We are inviting you to help fellow social and political psychologists by donating to the ISPP
Scholars under Threat fund through this link. ISPP will match any contribution, up to $40,000 until
December 31, 2018.
To donate, please click here
Our heartfelt thank you for your support and solidarity!
More information about the ISPP trial observations in Istanbul in December 2018 and other
activities in support of colleagues at risk on our website: https://www.ispp.org/about/scholars_turkey

Sincerely,
Eva G.T. Green, past ISPP President, ISPP Scholars under Threat committee chair,
David Redlawsk, ISPP President
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