Dear SAR friends,
I’m an academic from Tajikistan engaged in history and political science studies. Although I was never
affiliated with any political party or movement, the current Tajik government considers me (as well as
the intellectual community and independent academics in general) a potential threat to their
authority. As a result, the government launched a criminal investigation and “special examination” of
my research. I was accused of slandering those in power and damaging the country’s image,
undermining its stability. Ultimately, I was forced to postpone the publication of my thesis for almost
four years and found myself faced with a complicated decision--abandon my research and academic
activities, or face prosecution and imprisonment.
SAR provided an opportunity to continue my research activities in a safe academic environment.
Continuing my work in the United States and Europe is much more important and appreciated than
just obtaining physical security. I have continued to develop my research skills, expanded my academic
network, and furthered my work on several research projects and studies with European and
American colleagues. All of this would be impossible without the generous support and assistance of
the SAR Network; without SAR I most likely would have been prosecuted and imprisoned.
Today, authoritarian rulers consider academics and intellectuals as the main challenge for their power
– because our very existence undermines authoritarian efforts to establish complete control over the
society and peoples mindset.
I strongly believe that SAR plays a unique and extraordinary role in today’s world. They not only
save lives, but careers, and provide hope for future change and a more just society to scholars
currently working under totalitarian regimes. In my opinion, this is one of the main reasons to support
SAR’s programs and initiatives. To help threatened scholars around the world, I ask you to please
support the SAR Network.
Sincerely,
SAR Assisted Scholar from Tajikistan

