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The European Forum on the rights of the child took place in Brussels 2-3. April 2019. I
had the honour of representing EFPA’s Board Human Rights & Psychology on this event,
which is an annual conference organised by the European Commission. It gathers key
actors from EU Member States (as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland
and the Western Balkans), international organisations, NGOs, Ombudspersons for
children, practitioners, academics and EU institutions to promote good practice on the
rights of the child.
This year is the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child, and the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of the European
Charter for Fundamental Rights. The following three selected topics gave a background
for the exchange of thoughts, good practices and ideas on how to enhance the protection
and promotion of the rights of the child in the EU:
1) The protection of children in migration
2) Children's rights in the ever-changing digital world
3) Children and young people’s participation in the EU political and democratic life
Click link for a background paper for the Forum 2019:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/20190328_background_paper_12th_europea
n_forum_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf

In the different discussions, the right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence
was highlighted, se Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 13
(2011): https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/CRC.C.GC.13_en.pdf
Protection of children in migration
Although there is a slight decrease in numbers of refugees and migrants
arriving through the Mediterranean migration routes during the first quarter of 2019,
compared to the same period in 2018, the proportion of children has increased from one
in five to one in every four arrivals in Europe. The latest information on refugee and
migrant children in Europe are found in UNICEF’s Situation reports and advocacy briefs
on refugee and migrant children, See https://www.unicef.org/eca/situation-reportsand-advocacy-briefs-refugee-and-migrant-children
Resources related to Children’s rights, possibilities and threats in an ever changing
digital world are found here: https://www.betterinternetforkids.eu.
The European internet literacy handbook: https://edoc.coe.int/en/internet/7515internet-literacy-handbook.html
Unicef report THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN 2017 Children in a Digital
World: https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/SOWC_2017_ENG_WEB.pdf
Children’s right to be heard and participate in the EU political and democratic life
was given due attention in the presentations and discussions. The Forum had three
youth plenary speakers invited to give their answers to the heading of the Forum
”Where we are and where we want to go”. Two of them addressed children and youth’s
mental health, and called for stronger attention to rising suicide rates among youth in
several European countries. The third wanted the Forum to engage more actively in
environmental issues.
A 2015 report on Evaluation of legislation, policy and practice of child participation in
the European Union (EU) is found here:
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3f3c50b2-6a24465e-b8d1-74dcac7f8c42

