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ROME — A rescue ship carrying 42 migrants floated in Italian waters off the
Mediterranean island of Lampedusa on Thursday, further inflaming tensions between
humanitarian groups and Italy’s populist government, which has adopted hard-line
immigration policies.
The ship, the Sea Watch 3, is operated by Sea-Watch, a German nongovernmental
organization, and flies a Dutch flag. It has been at sea for two weeks, awaiting
instructions for a safe harbor at which to disembark the migrants, which it picked up in
international waters off Libya. The vessel entered Italian waters Wednesday evening.
Although new Italian legislation forbids the ship from entering a port without
authorization, the Sea Watch 3’s captain decided to move forward, citing an emergency
situation. “We are entering Italian territorial waters out of a state of necessity,” Capt.
Carola Rackete said in a radio communication with the port authorities in Lampedusa
on Wednesday.
“I know what I’m risking, but the 42 survivors I have on board are exhausted. I’m
taking them to safety,” Captain Rackete said on Twitter on Wednesday.
The Italian government has repeatedly declared its waters closed to migrants. The Sea
Watch 3 initially rescued 53 people off Libya on June 12, but three days later, Italy
allowed 10 of them — including children and two pregnant women — to disembark for
medical reasons.
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This week, the archbishop of Turin, Cesare Nosiglia, told the Italian government that
he would take in the 42 migrants at the Roman Catholic Church’s expense, but there
was no immediate information about whether he had received an answer.
Haidi Sadik, a cultural mediator on the Sea Watch 3, said in a statement, “We have
people onboard that have gone through horrors in Libya, that have been heavily
tortured.”
“Any person rescued at sea, by law has to be brought to a place of safety,” she added.
A version of this article appears in print on June 28, 2019, on Page A6 of the New York edition with the headline: Rescue Ship Tests Italy
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to transport them back to Libya, identifying the country’s capital, Tripoli, as a port of
safety. But many international commentators and organizations say that conditions of

