Release Sakharov Prize winner Ilham Tohti
Join SAR in calling for the immediate release of Ilham Tohti, a Uyghur scholar who recently spent his
50th birthday in a Chinese prison just one day after being awarded the European Parliament’s top
human rights prize.
On October 24, 2019, the European Parliament awarded Prof. Ilham Tohti the prestigious Sakharov
Prize for Freedom of Thought to recognize his work promoting dialogue and understanding
between ethnic groups in China. Prof. Tohti, a scholar of economics at the Central Minzu University
in Beijing, advocated for the rights of Uyghurs and sought to promote reconciliation between
Uyghur and Han Chinese.
Chinese authorities arrested Prof. Tohti in January 2014 and sentenced him to life in prison on
charges of separatism in a closed trial in September 2014. According to European Parliament
President David Sassoli, Tohti’s selection for the Sakharov Prize was intended to “strongly urge the
Chinese government to release Tohti and respect the rights of ethnic minorities.” The award brings
attention to Prof. Tohti’s case and the mass detentions and disappearances of members of ethnic
minority communities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, including Uyghurs, Kazaks, and
Kyrgyz. Experts estimate that as many as one million members of these minority communities have
been detained at so-called “re-education camps.” Read more in Obstacles to Excellence, SAR’s
recent report on academic freedom in and connected to China.

Take action for Prof. Tohti! »
Take more action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison Project, Student Advocacy Seminars,
and Legal Clinics.
SAR briefs UN officials on attacks on higher ed in Egypt and Iran

On October 9 and 10, SAR was in Geneva, Switzerland to speak with UN officials about attacks on
higher education communities in Egypt and Iran.
During the UPR Pre-Sessions, SAR presented UPR submissions on Egypt and Iran and urged UN
member states to call on both countries to protect and refrain from attacks on students, scholars,
and universities. SAR met with UN delegations from Canada, Australia, and Ireland and
representatives from the UN’s Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to talk
about steps to enhance protections for scholars worldwide.
Read SAR's Egypt Submission »
Take more action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison Project, Student Advocacy Seminars, and Legal Clinics.

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga holds international advocacy week

On October 21-25, students and faculty at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, a SAR
network member and Student Advocacy Seminar program participant, held an international
advocacy week to raise awareness about wrongfully imprisoned scholars, including Gokarakonda
Naga Saibaba. The week’s activities included a radio broadcast, a film screening, and research
presentations.

Learn more »
Take more action through SAR's Scholars-in-Prison Project, Student Advocacy Seminars, and Legal Clinics.

Attacks on Higher Education
Professor of history detained on suspicion of “spying”
Hokkaido University, China, 10/31
It was reported that Chinese authorities detained a professor of Chinese history from
Japan’s Hokkaido University on suspicion of spying. Reports indicate that the professor
traveled to China in early September 2019 to participate in research activities.
Read more »
Military raids university residence hall
Makerere University, Uganda, 10/24
Ugandan military personnel reportedly raided a residence hall at Makerere University, and
beat and detained an unknown number of students in apparent retaliation for a series of
protests over tuition fee increases. At least eleven students were reportedly hospitalized as
a result of their injuries and an unknown number of students were arrested.
Read more »
Authorities detain at least twenty students for protest activity
Makerere University, Uganda, 10/22
Ugandan authorities reportedly arrested at least twenty students peacefully protesting a
tuition hike at Makerere University. The students were released on bail later that day.
Read more »
University administrators file police complaint against student for protest activity
University of Malaya, Malaysia, 10/15

University of Malaya administrators filed a complaint with local police against a student in
apparent retaliation for his protest against the university’s vice chancellor during its
convocation ceremony.
Read more »
Classroom bombing injures at least twenty-one students
Ghazni University, Afghanistan, 10/8
A bomb exploded in a classroom at Ghazni University, injuring at least twenty-one students.
Thirteen students were hospitalized for their injuries.
Read more »
Professor detained to prevent protest activity
Hindustan College, India, 10/8
Indian authorities reportedly arrested Tenzin Norbu, a Tibetan assistant professor at
Hindustan College, in an apparent attempt to prevent protests while China’s president was
visiting India.
Read more »
Student killed for comments on social media
Bangladesh University of Engineering Technology, Bangladesh, 10/6
Suspected members of the Bangladesh Chhatra League, the student wing of the ruling
political party, reportedly killed Bangladesh University of Engineering Technology student,
Abrar Fahad, in apparent retaliation for his social media activity and his membership to an
opposition student group.
Read more »
Five students detained for protest activity
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 10/6
Riot police reportedly detained five students at the Chinese University of Hong Kong in
connection with their expressive activity. Police were reportedly carrying out a search for
suspects involved in vandalism that had been reported at a nearby subway station.
Read more »
Student groups clash violently on campus
Jagannath University, Bangladesh, 10/3
Violent clashes broke out between opposing student groups during a protest on the
Jagannath University campus. The clashes left at least six students injured.
Read more »
Bus bombing kills driver, injures five students
Ghazni University, Afghanistan, 9/16
Unidentified individuals carried out a violent attack on a bus carrying Ghazni University
students, killing the driver and injuring five students. No group has publicly claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Read more »
Student journalist arrested for covering protests
Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong, 9/15
Boaz So King-wah, a journalism student at Baptist University of Hong Kong (HKBU), was
arrested and detained for possessing offensive weapons after he was found carrying what a
colleague described as a butter knife, while he was covering the pro-democracy
demonstrations for Broadcast News Network, a video news channel run by HKBU’s
journalism students.

Read more »
Rohingya student expelled based on ethnicity
Cox’s Bazar International University, Bangladesh, 9/9
It was reported that Cox’s Bazar International University (CBIU) had suspended student
Rahima Akter on the basis of her ethnic identity. Akter is a first-year law student at CBIU
and a member of the Rohingya ethnic group.
Read more »
Academic Freedom in the News
Sakharov Prize: Jailed Uighur academic Ilham Tohti wins award
BBC, 10/24
An academic jailed for separatism in China has been awarded the European Parliament's
top human rights prize. Ilham Tohti, who is from the Uighur minority, has been a fierce
critic of China's treatment of the Uighur people. He was jailed for life in 2014.
Read more »
A Uighur scientist faces execution as part of China’s broad persecution of a Muslim
minority
Gary Langham, The Los Angeles Times, 10/18
Imagine that you are a university president, heading to Europe to launch a major new
research partnership. Upon arriving at the airport, you are arrested. You are then tried in
secret and sentenced to death. This is exactly what happened to Tashpolat Tiyip, former
president of China’s Xinjiang University, prominent geographer and scholar, and a Uighur —
an ethnic minority in China.
Read more »
Academic freedom is under threat around the world – here’s how to defend it
Eva Pils and Marina Svensson, The Conversation, 10/7
Not only do some countries perpetrate direct attacks on students and academics but the
internationalisation of higher education has also created new global threats.
Read more »
Sign up for SAR's Academic Freedom Media Review, a weekly digest of news, essays, and other media pertaining to academic freedom
and higher education communities around the world.

