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1. HIGHLIGHTS
a. Around 140,000 people join FRA LGBTI survey
The EU-wide lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans and intersex (LGBTI) survey 2019 has closed. Around
140,000 LGBTI people of all ages and backgrounds shared their stories with us, topping the 93,000
that answered FRA’s first survey in 2012. The results of this, the biggest ever LGBTI hate crime and
discrimination survey, will be presented in early 2020. They will provide invaluable insights into the
everyday experiences of LGBTI people of discrimination, violence and harassment across different
areas of life. They will allow EU institutions and Member States to identify the challenges LGBTI
people face. They will also support the development of targeted European and national legal and
policy responses that ensure the protection of their fundamental rights. Thanks to everyone for
sharing your story.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. How to ensure the resilience of our societies in a changing European landscape
The FRA Director will deliver a keynote speech at a conference on 10 September in Helsinki being
organised by the Finnish Presidency of the EU. He will focus on the interaction between democracy,
the rule of law and fundamental rights. The conference will discuss topical questions on the values
and principles that form the very foundation of the European project. The focus will be on the role
of these values as the most basic building blocks of the resilience of our societies. At the event, FRA
will also join a panel discussion on participation as a fundamental right. (Contact: Gabriel
Toggenburg)
b. European Parliament to discuss FRA’s Fundamental Rights Report 2019
The FRA Director will present its Fundamental Rights Report 2019 to the European Parliament’s Civil
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee on 12 September in Brussels. He will pay particular
attention to the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights. (Contact: Gerald Rosskogler)
c. FRA joins Council Fundamental Rights Working Party discussions
FRA will join discussions at the informal meeting of the Council Working Party on Fundamental
Rights, Citizens' Rights and Free Movement of Persons (FREMP) on 11 September in Helsinki. The
meeting will discuss fundamental rights in the digital environment from the perspective of hybrid
threats. The focus will be on disinformation and its negative impact on fundamental rights.
(Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg)
d. Showcasing cooperation between FRA and the Council of Europe
The independent member appointed by the Council of Europe to FRA’s Management Board, Rainer
Hofmann, will give a presentation to the Council of Europe’s Rapporteur Group on External Relations
of the Committee of Ministers on 10 September in Strasbourg. The presentation will build upon
the overview of cooperation between FRA and the Council of Europe including concrete examples of
successful cooperation and suggestions for further strengthening cooperation in such areas as:
artificial intelligence and its impact on human rights; protection of civil society actors in culturally
diverse societies; and in new areas such as methods of alternative dispute resolution and its impact

on human rights. The external relations group deals with cooperation between the Council of
Europe and the EU, OSCE and the UN. (Contact: FRA_CoEcooperation)
e. EESC discusses fundamental rights and the role of civil society
FRA will speak about the situation of civil society organisations in the EU to the European civil
society organisations and networks Liaison Group of the European Economic and Social Committee
(EESC) in Brussels on 12 September. FRA will draw on its regular consultations with its civil society
cooperation network, the Fundamental Rights Platform. FRA regularly provides expert input to EESC
work. In June, the FRA Director also addressed the EESC’s Civil Society Days where he presented the
Agency’s Fundamental Rights Report 2019. EESC members also participate in FRA’s consultations,
such as on their awareness and use of the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter. The EESC is an advisory
body of the EU, representing the interests of the social partners (employers, trade unions) and civil
society within EU’s institutions. (Contact: Andeas Accardo)
f.

Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly to hold hearing on ethnic profiling

FRA has been invited to a hearing of the Equality and Non-Discrimination Committee of the Council
of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly. The hearing will discuss a motion for a resolution on 'Ethnic
profiling in Europe: a matter of high concern'. FRA will put forward its recommendations from its
'Preventing unlawful profiling today and in the future' guide. Conditions and safeguards of profiling,
non-efficiency of unlawful profiling and evolving prevention practices will be presented as well as
risks arising from new technologies such as algorithmic profiling. The hearing will take place in Paris
on 12 September. (Contact: Aydan Iyigüngör)
g. European Judicial Training Network working group to meet
The Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms Sub-Working Group of the European Judicial Training
Network will meet in Brussels on 16 September. The sub-working group brings together national
judicial training institutions and representatives from FRA and the Council of Europe’s European
Programme for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP). Together they design and
implement high quality human rights training. (Contact: Pia Tirronen)
h. European Commission’s Child Rights Coordinator to visit FRA
On 13 September, the current European Commission’s Child Rights Coordinator will visit FRA for the
first time during her mandate. During the visit, she will discuss child rights aspects related to FRA’s
work in different areas, such as migration, Roma or LGBT. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)

