FRA Newsletter 2-9 September 2019

1. HIGHLIGHTS
a. FRA Fundamental Rights Charter impact survey closing soon
In this 10th anniversary year of the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter, FRA is asking civil society
about its views on the Charter. The focus will be on the awareness, use and implementation of the
Charter by civil society organisations. The results will feed into a conference paper for a high-level
conference that will be held with the European Commission and the Finnish Presidency of the
Council of the EU. They will also form part of FRA’s Fundamental Rights Report 2020. The survey
closes on 6 September. FRA works closely with civil society organisations active in the field of
fundamental rights, particularly through its Fundamental Rights Platform cooperation network.
(Contact: Waltraud Heller)
b. Give migrant youth a chance
Across the EU, various promising initiatives have sprung up to support young migrants become part
of European society, following the large-scale influx of migrants and refugees to the EU. Marking
International Youth Day on 12 August, FRA drew attention to their situation and urges Member
States to do more to help them fully integrate.
c. Remembering the forgotten Holocaust
The Nazis persecuted, detained and executed hundreds of thousands of Roma. But the Roma
genocide during the Holocaust was not formally recognised until the 1980s. Roma Holocaust
Memorial Day on 2 August was a time to remember their suffering and to call for an end to the
longstanding antigypsyism that Roma communities still endure today.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. Meeting the new Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee
The FRA Director will have his first exchange of views following the European Parliament elections
with its Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee (LIBE) in Brussels on 5 September. The
topics that will be be addressed include the objectives and tasks of FRA and its contribution to EU
policies in the Justice and Home Affairs area. (Contact: Dimitra Fellner/ Gerald Rosskogler)
b. Data quality and AI discussions at Council of the EU
FRA will present its focus paper on data quality and articificial intelligence to the Council Working
Party on Information Exchange and Data Protection (DAPIX) on 3 September in Brussels. In its
presentation, FRA will highlight its relevance for issues in relation to data protection.
(Contact: Mario Oetheimer)
c. Criminal detention to feature in Council working party discussions
On 6 September in Brussels, FRA will present its work on criminal detention and the European Arrest
Warrant during a meeting of the Working Party on Cooperation in Criminal Matters (COPEN). The
meeting is being organised by the Finish Presidency of the Council of the European Union. FRA’s
work in this area will be published as a report on 27 September. (Contact: Matylda Pogorzelska)
d. FRA’s Scientific Committee meets
The agency’s Scientific Committee will meet on 5 September at FRA. At this meeting, members will
discuss FRA reports and have an exchange on current FRA research activities. The Scientific
Committee will also elect its new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for a term of office of one
year. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. Giovanni Buttarelli: in memoriam
It is with great sadness that FRA learned about the death of Giovanni Buttarelli, the European Data
Protection Supervisor. “Giovanni Buttarelli was a true champion of data protection at a time of
unprecedented change in the use of information and communication technologies worldwide. His
intellect and passion for the European Union and its values serve as an inspiration to us all,” said the
agency’s Director Michael O’Flaherty. “He will be sorely missed by the agency and the data
protection community at large.”
b. Romanian national equality body study visit to FRA
On 28 August, a delegation of Romania’s National Council for Combating Discrimination and
the Romanian Institute for Public Policy visited FRA. They were here to discuss the national
challenges for effective hate crime reporting mechanisms and to learn about promising practices in
this area in other EU Member States. FRA shared the findings of the FRA report on hate crime
recording and data collection practice across the EU. It also highlighted the importance of
cooperating with civil society on preventing and recording hate crime. The participants agreed to
continue the conversation and to look into concrete opportunities for joint events, possibly also in
collaboration with the European equality bodies network, Equinet. (Contact: FRA Hate Crime team)
c. Migration narratives feature at European Migration Network seminar
FRA spoke about migration narratives during a European Migration Network seminar in Slovakia that
ran from 20 to 22 August. The seminar was attended by more than 80 participants from Slovakia and
15 other Member States. They came mainly from state administrations as well as intergovernmental
organisations, think-tanks and academia. FRA discussed with participants public narratives on
migration, highlighting the importance of framing. It presented its know-how on working with
media, by explaining the news dilemmas faced by media outlets such as The Guardian and Le Monde
showed in FRA’s eMedia Toolkit. (Contact: Blanca Tapia)

