FR – Fundamental Rights Platform 7-11 October
1. HIGHLIGHTS

a) On the road to age equality
If you are old, chances are you have been discriminated against. So common in fact that,
across the EU, over 40% of Europeans feel that discrimination towards older people is
widespread in their country. Marking International Day for Older People, FRA calls on EU
institutions and Member States to fully respect the rights of older people.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a) FRA Director joins meeting on EU Justice Ministers
The Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU has invited FRA’s Director to address EU
Justice Ministers during the Justice and Home Affairs Council in Luxembourg on 7 October.
The Director will exchange views with Justice Ministers on fundamental rights challenges in
2020 and beyond. He will draw on issues raised in a background paper prepared by FRA at
the request of the Finnish presidency, including the fundamental rights implications of
online hate and an increased reliance on artificial intelligence. He will also join a discussion
on protecting victims of crime. (Contact:Martha Stickings)

b) FRA Director joins EU Council Working Party on Sustainable Development
Goals
The Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU has invited FRA’s Director to address the EU
Council’s Working Party on 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Brussels on 9
October. The Director will give a presentation on the fundamental rights dimensions of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the EU and exchange views with national SDGs
Focal Points. FRA will focus on how to effectively integrate a human rights-based approach
to SDG planning, implementation, monitoring and review. It will particularly look at equality,
non-discrimination, and ways of identifying and reaching those at risk of being left behind,
highlighting the importance of disaggregated data. FRA will present findings from its
publication ‘Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU: a matter of human
and fundamental rights. It will share examples of its relevant statistical data and other
evidence, for example on violence against women, inequalities and discrimination affecting
migrants and minorities. (Contact: Massimo Toschi /Dimitra Fellner)

c) FRA and Council of Europe discusses cooperation
A delegation of FRA’s Management team will meet the Council of Europe on 10 and 11
October in Strasbourg to discuss how to further strengthen cooperation. The purpose of the
visit is to exchange views on respective current and future priorities and in particular, how
FRA data could be used by the Council of Europe’s monitoring procedures. Discussion will
focus on inequalities and discrimination, the human rights system (including national human
rights institutions, human rights defenders, civic space), child rights, migration and asylum,
fundamental rights aspects of rule of law, access to justice, victims of crime, artificial
intelligence, the European Fundamental Rights Information System (EFRIS)
(Contact: Massimo Toschi)

d) FRA’s National Liaison Officers come together

The agency’s National Liaison Officers (NLOs) will meet in Vienna from 14 to 15 October to
discuss FRA’s cooperation with EU Member States. The meeting will have a thematic focus
on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their interrelationship with the human
and fundamental rights framework. In particular, attention will be paid to the SDGs related
to reducing inequality and promoting peace, justice and strong institutions. In addition, the
NLOs will explore FRA’s work on National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) and on the
fundamental rights implications of the use of facial recognition technology.
(Contact: Marjolijn Smith-Molenaar)

e) Focusing on law enforcement in the connected future
FRA will join the 7th Europol-INTERPOL cybercrime conference on law enforcement in the
connected future. It will chair a session on current and emerging challenges by new
technologies, such as 5G and Artificial Intelligence in a panel including experts from the EU
institutions, national law enforcement and internet security companies. The panel
discussion will support FRA’s work on the ongoing projects on cybercrime and Artificial
Intelligence. The conference takes place in The Hague from 9 to 11 October. (Contact: Mario
Oetheimer)

f) FRA joins Council of Europe discussions on eradicating child poverty
FRA will join a workshop on 10 October in Rome on the family as a hub for social policies.
FRA will take part in the workshop session on eradicating child poverty. The event is being
organised by the European Social Cohesion Platform of the Council of Europe and the
Department for Family Policies of the Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers.
(Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)

g) International Conference on Biometrics for Borders 2019
On 9 and 10 October, FRA will participate in the European Border and Coast Guard Agency’s
international conference on biometrics for borders. This year the conference has a focus on
the topic of biometric data and its implications for border management. In the closing panel,
FRA will speak about the fundamental rights impact of the use of biometric identification for
verification purposes at the borders.(Contact: Ann-Charlotte Nygard)

h) Capacity-building workshop on unlawful profiling
FRA, in cooperation with the European Network of Equality Bodies (Equinet), will host a
capacity-building workshop on unlawful profiling on 9 October in Nicosia. The aim of the
workshop is to increase knowledge of Equality Bodies on unlawful profiling and how they
can contribute to combatting unlawful profiling. The one-day workshop will consist of
presenting FRA and Equinet work in this field, selected case law and working on cases. It will
also involve open peer-to-peer discussions on national promising practices in this field. In
addition, FRA will inform participants on its work on hate crime assistance to the authorities,
and explore whether and how equality bodies could benefit from FRA’s work on this topic.
(Contact: Elise Lassus)

i) Protecting civic space in the EU
FRA will join a conference on ‘Protecting Civic Space in the European Union’, which is being
organised by the UN Human Rights Regional Office for Europe (OHRHC). The purpose of the
conference is to strengthen and facilitate dialogue between EU decision makers and civil
society on the topic of civic space, and to share experiences of how to better mobilise
support for human rights and human rights defenders in the EU. The event take place in
Brussels from 10 to 11 October. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

j) EU child guarantee workshop looks at migrant children
FRA will join the third in a row of four child guarantee workshops organised by the European
Commission. It takes place in Malmo from 9 to 10 October. It aims to provide input to a
feasibility study for a child guarantee. This workshop will focus on children with a migrant
background. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez / Astrid Podsiadlowski)

k) FRA to join Spanish legal cooperation network meeting
FRA will join a meeting of the Spanish international legal cooperation network from 7 to 8
October in Toledo. The meeting is being organised by the Centre of Legal Studies of the
Spanish Ministry of Justice. The agency will provide assistance on the relevant data
protection safeguards on international data transfers in the context of international legal
cooperation.
3. PAST ACTIVITIES

a) Raising awareness of anti-LGBT hate crime
FRA attended a conference of the EU-funded ‘Call it Hate: Raising Awareness of Anti-LGBT
Hate Crime’ project. It was part of a panel on tackling anti-LGBT hate crime at the
international level, together with representatives of UN’s Human Rights Office OCHCR and
the Council of Europe’s European Commission against Racism and Intolerance. During the
conference, research papers and (social) media campaigns were presented, to raise
awareness on hate crimes against LGBT people. FRA also fed into the main results of the
research part of the project. (Contact: Juul van Hoof)

b) FRA discusses anti-gypsyism with cities
FRA contributed to the EUROCITIES Expert Working Group in Braga from 24 to 26 September
on developing an effective integrated city plans for Roma inclusion. At the meeting,
participants from 12 European cities, the European Commission and FRA performed a peer
review of Braga’s Roma integration policy. The meeting also served to identify key principles
and practices to be included in the upcoming guidelines for cities on effective Roma
inclusion strategy. At the event, FRA highlighted the importance of addressing anti-gypsyism
in Roma actions and policies through targeted measures to both Roma and the general
public. FRA also emphasised the importance of the participation of Roma in all matters
concerning them, building upon the results of its local engagement for Roma inclusion
project. (Contact: Geraldine Guille)

c) Exploring ways to combat antisemitism in North Rhine Westphalia
On 26 September, FRA took part in a panel discussion on memory, stereotypes and
preventing antisemitism following an invitation from the Office of the Antismitism
Coordinator of North Rhine Westphalia. The discussion sought to identify new ways of
preventing and fighting anitsemitism more effectively. This includes strengthening
awareness of fundamental rights and knowledge about Jewish culture at different levels,
and in schools. FRA presented the findings of the recent antisemitism survey and of the
annual data collection on antisemitism. (Contact: Gerald Rosskogler)

d) Rights of victims of violent crime during immigration and pre-trial detention
FRA took part in a regional policy meeting of about 70 experts from EU Member States and
international organisations on rights of victims of violent crime suffered in immigration and
pre-trial detention. Over two days, participants discussed gaps and challenges in the
practical implementation of the existing victims’ rights framework for victims of violent
crime suffered in pre-trial and immigration detention. FRA provided relevant input from its

work in the areas of criminal detention conditions and victims’ rights in particular. FRA also
informed participants about the publication on 27 September of its report ‘Rights in
practice: access to a lawyer and procedural rights in criminal and European arrest warrant
proceedings’. The meeting was organised by Fair Trials and Redress. It took place in the
Hague from 26 to 27 September. (Contact: Alice Hamilton)

