FRA Weekly 1-8 April
1. HIGHLIGHTS

a. Despite falling migration numbers problems remain
A look at the migration situation over 2018 points to hardship entering the EU, anti-migrant feelings
and tougher asylum laws and policies, as the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights reports. However, it
also acknowledges EU and Member State efforts to improve the situation of migrants and asylum
seekers. The ‘Beyond the peak: challenges remain, but migration numbers drop’ report looks into
the fundamental rights of people seeking international protection throughout 2018. It draws on the
agency’s regular migration updates in selected EU Member States.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. European Child Rights Forum looks at the Europe ahead of us
The FRA Director will speak at the European Child Rights Forum in Brussels on 2 April about the main
challenges of promoting and protecting child rights in the EU. During a high-level panel discussion,
he will specifically address the need to move ahead in protecting children in migration and to involve
children more systematically in decision making. As this year marks the 30th anniversary of the UN’s
Child Rights Convention and the 10th anniversary of the EU Fundamental Rights Charter entering
into force, the Forum aims at taking stock and looking ahead at this, the Commission’s annual
conference on child rights. The Forum gathers key actors from EU Member States, international
organisations, NGOs, Ombudspersons for children, practitioners, academics and EU institutions to
promote good practice on child rights. (Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)

b. FRA to discuss 2020 Croatian EU Presidency in Zagreb
On 3 and 4 April, FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty will visit Zagreb to discuss cooperation with the
upcoming Croatian EU Presidency. He will meet with a range of governmental and nongovernmental representatives. They represent the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the Interior,
the Ministry for Demographics, Family, Youth and Social Policy, the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs as well as the government office for human rights and rights of national minorities.
He will also meet with the European Affairs Committee of the parliament, the Ombudswoman of
Croatia and civil society representatives. Croatia will hold the rotating presidency of the Council of
the European Union in the first half of 2020. (Contact: Robert-Jan Uhl)

c. FRA joins EU’s Human Rights Dialogue with China
On 1 April, the European Union will have its regular human rights dialogue with the People’s
Republic of China in Brussels. The agency will feed into discussions with information about the EU’s
internal human rights situation on a wide range of topics. The EU holds over 40 such dialogues and
the agency contributes to a number of these every year. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

d. Raising awareness about hate crime in Finland
On 3 April, the Finnish Ministry of Justice, the agency and OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights will host a hate crime awareness raising seminar in Helsinki. About 60 police
officers, prosecutors and other relevant actors working on hate crime and with hate crime victims
are expected to participate in this interactive seminar. Besides awareness raising, the seminar also
aims at increasing awareness about the role international actors can play with respect to national
policy making. In addition, it will allow Finnish authorities to engage with FRA and OSCE/ODIHR.
(Contact: FRA hate crime)

e. EFRIS discussions with the European Parliament
Staff from the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as well
as from research and legal service, will discuss the development of the agency’s EU Fundamental
Rights Information System (EFRIS)on 2 April in Brussels. The meeting will allow for timely input on
current developments in line with the needs of the European Parliament’s work on fundamental
rights and the rule of law. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

f. UNODC and FRA meet for annual exchange
On 4 April, senior representatives from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and
the agency meet for their annual exchange on topics of mutual interest. On the agenda are issues
like large-scale surveys, hate crime, migration, terrorism prevention and cybercrime. The meeting
allows for updates on key developments and an exploration of areas of collaboration.
(Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

g. Hate crime subgroup study visit to Finland
The agency is facilitating a country visit of the hate crime subgroup to Helsinki on 4 April. This is the
second country visit of the subgroup, following the successful example from Spain in June 2018. The
visit aims at providing an in-depth understanding of how hate crime is being addressed in Finland.
There will be a particular focus on hate crime recording, data collection and collaboration of
authorities with victims support services. Representatives from 10 EU Member States will take part
in the visit. (Contact: FRA hate crime)

h. Promoting common values and inclusive education
The agency will join a Peer Learning Activity in Zagreb from 4 to 5 April on promoting common
values and inclusive education through cooperation between education institutions and civil society.
It is being organised under one of the Working Groups of the European Commission’s strategic
framework for European cooperation in education and training. It will allow Member States
exchange national approaches and experiences. The Working Group discusses policy solutions on
key issues falling under the scope of the Paris Declaration of 2015 and the promotion of common
values, notably in light of the Council Recommendation on promoting common values, inclusive
education, and the European dimension of teaching. (Contact: Michail Beis)

i. Data protection and the Charter’s added value
From 4 to 5 April in Lisbon, the Lisbon Centre for Research in Public Law of Lisbon’s Law School will
run a workshop on data protection, and the implementation of EU law and the use of judicial
dialogue techniques. The agency will present FRA’s work on the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter
and data protection, focusing on on the Charter’s added value with regards to data protection. The
event is being organised in partnership with the European University Institute as part of the ‘eLearning Active Charter Training’ (E-NACT) project. (Contact: Alexandros Kargopoulos)

j. Swedish government event looks at the Fundamental Rights Charter
The Swedish government is organising an event on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights that will
take place on 8 April in Stockholm. The event brings together perspectives from Finland and Sweden
on the use of the Charter nationally. The agency will bring the EU perspective. The event follows on
from a study commissioned by the Swedish government on the Charter in Swedish legislative and
judicial practice. While in Sweden, the agency will also be involved in research related to FRA
projects on national human rights institutions, the situation of Roma people, and business and
human rights. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

k. Assistant to the Director position opens up at FRA

The agency has just published a vacancy notice for an assistant to the Director The deadline is 23
April, 13:00 CET. More details on the position and how to apply can be found on our website.
3. PAST ACTIVITIES

a. Experts discuss AI’s future impact on EU societies
The EU-funded Human Brain Project held their AI 360 COPENHAGEN workshop from 21 to 22 March.
The workshop was designed to facilitate a comprehensive evaluation of the future implications of
the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) for European society. It brought together recognised experts in
rights and ethics, law, social science, culture, politics and economy, allowing for a multidimensional
and thorough discussion. The workshop was an occasion to bring fundamental rights to the centre of
the discussions and to raise awareness about the agency’s current and past research in relation
to data protection and new technologies. (Contact: Elise Lassus)

b. EU Roma Week conference focuses on tackling anti-Gypsyism
As part of the 2019 EU Roma Week, the agency took part in a conference entitled ‘Creating Trust
through Uncovering and Recognising the Truth: Advancing Recognition and Remedy for AntiGypsyism’. It focused on efforts to advance the fight against anti-Gypsyism at the EU and national
level. All participants agreed on the need to have Roma communities participating in any action
about them. Participants repeatedly referred to FRA data, particularly the agency’s report ‘A
persisting concern: anti-Gypsyism as a barrier to Roma inclusion’. FRA also took the opportunity to
promote its report on ‘Working with Roma’ and summary which is now available in 22 EU languages.
The conference took place in Brussels from 20 to 21 March. It was organised in partnership by the
Office of MEP Soraya Post, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Roma
Grassroots Organisations (ERGO) Network, the Fundacion Secretariado Gitano, and the Central
Council of German Sinti & Roma. (Contact: Andrey Ivanov / Sandra Aigner)

c. National Roma Contact Point workshop on reporting on Roma integration
On 20 March in Brussels, the agency facilitated a workshop with the National Roma Contract Points
of 22 EU Member States on consistent and timely reporting of Roma integration measures using an
online tool. The online reporting tool was developed by the European Commission with the help of
FRA. It allows Member States to provide structured feedback on the Roma integration measures on
different topics. The participants identified a need for a harmonised approach to reporting to ensure
comparability of data across Member States. (Contact: Andrey Ivanov / Sandra Aigner)

d. EU Delegation Forum explores communicating human rights and democracy
The agency took part in the Forum of EU Delegation Focal Points for Human Rights, Democracy and
Civil Society in Brussels from 26 to 27 March. During the session on ‘communicating human rights
and democracy’, FRA presented its 10 keys to effectively communicating human rights. Focal Points
showed great interest in applying the keys to their work. (Contact: Dennis van der Veur)

e. Submissions to the UN cover religion and housing
The agency’s most recent submissions to United Nations’ human rights mechanisms were made on
21 March. FRA submitted compilations of extracts from already published reports in relation to the
freedom of religion or belief, where the Special Rapporteur will visit the Netherlands from 28 March
to 5 April. It also provided input in relation to adequate housing where the Special Rapporteur on
this topic will visit France from 2 to 11 April. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

