FRA weekly 25 March – 1 April
1. HIGHLIGHTS

a. Pressing need to work together to tackle widespread hatred against Muslims
Following the terror attacks at two mosques in Christchurch on 15 March, FRA calls for joint efforts
to tackle the hatred Muslims face in their daily lives. “I am concerned that hatred towards Muslims
is a global phenomenon including here in the European Union,” said FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty
in his March vlog. “Hatred against Muslims is our problem, it is a problem of our societies and our
communities. Let us all work together to build the Europe where, in all of our diversity, we can live
in peace and without fear.”

b. Better data, better equality
Across the EU, many Member States are improving their equality data to help policymakers combat
discrimination and challenge prejudices. To inspire others, FRA has just published an online
compendium of nearly 40 practices from 15 countries on the collection and use of equality data.

c. Is your country making the most out of the EU’s bill of rights?
The EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights is one’s the world’s most modern and comprehensive
legally–binding human rights documents. Many EU Member States do not yet make full use of its
potential. To raise awareness of the Charter, FRA is releasing a series of country sheets with
examples of the Charter’s use, highlighting how it adds value.

d. Renewed efforts needed to eliminate racial discrimination, especially in the
workplace, say Heads of Europe’s human rights organisations
Too many people with an ethnic or migrant background are still being held back in the job market.
This is despite laws against racial discrimination and for equal opportunities in employment that
have been in place for decades, the heads of three European human rights institutions said in a joint
statement on International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. FRA National Liaison Officers explore how to further bridge the agency’s work with
Member States
The agency’s National Liaison Officers (NLOs) will meet in Vienna from 28 to 29 March to
discuss FRA’s cooperation with EU Member States. They will also zoom in on specific FRA work,
covering such areas as communicating rights, the Sustainable Development Goals as well as its
Fundamental Rights Report and Survey. For the first time a representative of Serbia will attend the
NLO meeting. Serbia appointed its first NLO in the autumn of last year, after its became an observer
to the Agency. The NLOs will also be joined by national government experts on Human Rights Action
Plans for a Working Party meeting from 27 to 28 March. During this meeting, participants will have
in-depth discussions on these actions plans, and their links to EU law and policy. They will also
examine the possible role that the agency could play in this context. (Contact: Marjolijn SmithMolenaar)

b. UN expert group looks at data for racial justice
The agency will present findings from its Being Black in the EU report to the UN’s Working Group of
Experts on People of African Descent in Geneva from 25 to 29 March. The Working Group’s public
session ‘Data for Racial Justice’ will focus on its mapping exercise of existing data and analysis. It will

bring together experts to discuss the human rights situation of people of African descent globally. It
will also involve a comprehensive look at various intersections of big data and racial justice (and
injustice) globally. Discussions will explore the idea of data for racial justice as it relates to people of
African descent in different regions, reparations and racial justice, racial stereotypes, and different
ideas on the ways in which data systems can impact visibility, justice, the greater exercise of human
rights, and engagement with the 2030 SDG Agenda. At the end of the session, the Working Group
will adopt conclusions and recommendations. A report on the session will be presented to the UN’s
Human Rights Council in September 2019. (Contact: Rossalina Latcheva)

c. ERA to hold its annual conference on data protection law
This year’s the European Academy of European Law’s annual conference on data protection law will
take place from 28 to 29 March in Brussels. The agency will speak about fundamental rights and
data retention during the session on ongoing legislative debates and future challenges.
(Contact: Mario Oetheimer)

d. Equinet discusses how it can support the SDGs
The agency will give a presentation to the European Network for Equality Bodies’ Working Group on
Policy Formation on 26 March in Brussels. FRA will contribute to the discussion focusing on how
national Equality Bodies can contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. The presentation will particularly focus on equality and present examples of relevant
data (such as Roma children) from FRA studies. (Contact: Massimo Toschi)

e. Taking stock of Roma and Travellers inclusion
The Council of Europe aims to improve access to justice and rights for Roma and Travellers, and to
empower Roma and Traveller women. The 7th International Roma Women Conference from 25 to 27
March in Espoo, Finland will take stock of the implementation of the Council of Europe’s thematic
action plan on the inclusion of Roma and Travellers(2016-2019). It also aims to point the way
forward for the post 2019 strategic policy document on Roma and Traveller inclusion. The agency
will participate in several panels and discuss its work on discrimination of Roma and Traveller, and
its upcoming report on Roma women with a focus on early marriage. In a plenary session on new
technologies, digitalisation potential equalizers or threats to Roma and Travellers, FRA will present
its work on BigData: Discrimination in data-supported decision making. (Contact: Ioannis
Dimitrakopolous / Ursula Till-Tentschert)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES

a. Council of Europe’s expert meeting focuses on human rights, AI and automated
data processing
The agency took part in the Council of Europe’s expert meeting on human rights dimensions of
automated data processing and artificial intelligence in Strasbourg on 18 and 19 March. This was the
third meeting of the expert committee, which discussed the draft deliverables, including
recommendations on human rights impacts of algorithmic systems. (Contact: David Reichel).

b. Funding Roma inclusion and empowerment in Czechia
During the EEA/ Norway Grants 2014-2021 launch conference of its Human Rights, Roma Inclusion,
and Domestic and Gender-based Violence Programme, the agency presented information about the
Roma in Czechia through the lens of statistical data from its EU minorities and discrimination survey.
FRA also positioned Roma inclusion in Czechia vis-à-vis other countries with Roma populations. FRA,
as International Partner Organization, will provide assistance in implementing the programme in the
area of Roma inclusion and empowerment. This will include drafting the call for proposals,

participation in the selection of supported activities as well as monitoring of their implementation
throughout 2024, until when the activities under current programming period could be
implemented. The conference took place from 13 to 14 March. (Contact: Jaroslav Kling)

c. Developing a self-assessment guardianship tool for unaccompanied children
The EU-funded ProGuard project held a conference in Brussels on 14 and 15 March. It gathered
representatives of guardianship and child protection authorities, civil society, EU agencies, Council of
Europe and the European Commission. The agency presented the principles on guardianship
developed in the Handbook for guardianship for children deprived of parental care. Those principles
are being used as a basis for the establishment of a self-assessment tool for national authorities to
assess and improve their guardianship systems. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)

d. EASO train the trainers workshop on migrant detention
The European Asylum Support Office (EASO) organised a Professional Development Workshop for
members of national courts and tribunals on the detention of applicants for international
protection. The agency fed into the workshop with fundamental rights expertise. The workshop was
held from 6 to 7 March in Malta at EASO. The meeting brought together more than 20 judges from
different EU Member States. It was part of EASO’s train-the-trainers system designed to ensure that
judicial trainers with requisite expertise are available across all EU Member States, who will then in
turn be able to deliver training on the above topic in their own jurisdiction. (Contact: Tamas Molnar)

e. FRA presents its statistical methods on hard-to-reach populations
The agency has developed and refined the methodology on hard-to-reach populations in its EU wide
survey on minorities and discrimination (EU-MIDIS II). It presented the survey methodology and its
implications during the annual spring meeting of the German Statistical Society (DAGSTat) in Munich
on 20 March. DAGSTat is a forum for statisticians and provide an opportunity to discuss different
approaches to surveying immigrants and minority groups. (Contact: Ursula Till-Tentschert)

f. Detention facility representatives exchange experiences
The agency attended a workshop in Luxembourg on 13 March of representatives of detention
centres. Practitioners discussed specific challenges in immigration detention and exchanged
experiences on how to ensure appropriate regime conditions in detention facilities. The event was
organised by the European Migration Network. (Contact:Michal Nespor).

