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1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Realising a Union of equality for people with disabilities
European Day of Persons with Disabilities is a time to remind ourselves of the urgent need to live up to our
commitments to achieve equality for all. This is especially pressing since the European Disability Strategy will
end in 2020.
a) EU’s gateway to human rights information
There is a vast array of human rights information. The trouble is, you often have to search through so many
different places online. Much of it is relevant for the EU and its Member States. Now, help is at hand with
FRA’s European Union Fundamental Information System, EFRIS, It draws together information from these
various sources, providing a much-needed single entry point.

2. WHAT’S COMING UP
b) Steering the future of human rights cities
On 10 December, FRA Director Michael O‘Flaherty will speak at an event organised by the City of Vienna and
its Human Rights Office. The event takes place on Human Rights Day. It will celebrate the 5 year anniversary of
the Declaration of Vienna as a human rights city. Bringing together a wide range of local actors, the event will
look at activities engaged by Vienna as human rights city and will explore what a human rights city could be by
2030. The FRA Director will speak about how becoming a human rights city and taking a right-based approach
can help more cities address practical issues such as housing, integration of migrants and
inclusion. (Contact: GeraldineGuille)
c) EU’s Special Human Rights Representative visits FRA
On 11 December, the EU’s Special Representative for Human Rights, Eamon Gilmore will visit FRA. During a full
day at the agency, he will exchange with FRA experts on the full range of issues. The Special Representative’s
role is to boost the effectiveness and visibility of EU’s human rights policy externally to the EU, including
chairing some of EU’s human rights dialogues with countries and regions. While in Vienna, he will also
participate in an event to commemorate the international human rights day alongside FRA’s Director, on 10
December. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

d) Putting the Fundamental Rights Charter into practice: the local and regional perspective
FRA and the Committee of the Regions’ Commission for Citizenship, Governance, Institutional & External
Affairs (CIVEX) will hold their annual dialogue on 9 December in Brussels. As the EU celebrates the 10-year
anniversary of its Fundamental Rights Charter, the event will reflect on the Charter’s contribution and raise
awareness on the potential for cities and local governments to make use of the Charter. The panel discussion
will bring together FRA, the City of Vienna and the Human Rights Cities Network. They will discuss and
illustrate with concrete practices, such as the human rights cities initiative, how the Charter and fundamental
rights can improve the life of people and help cities and regions to address the fundamental rights challenges
they face. The annual dialogue is a well-established practice since 2009. It provides an opportunity to discuss
fundamental rights issues of relevance at the regional and local level while sharing knowledge on existing good
practices. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg / Geraldine Guille)
e) Celebrating 10 years of the Charter
FRA will take part in a conference organised by the University of Grenoble to mark the 10th year anniversary
of the Charter. The conference will take place in Grenoble on 12 and 13 December. (Contact: Elise Lassus)
f) Towards a common hashtag for Human Rights Day

At the Human Rights Communicators Workshop, held on 2 and 3 October at FRA, participants suggested to use
a common hashtag for international human rights day on 10 December 2019.
#MakeEveryDayHumanRightsDay was chosen. FRA feels it has a clear link to Human Rights Day, is timeless and
includes a call for action. FRA invites others to use it in their communications on human rights day, linking to
their own objectives, focus or campaigns. (Contact: Friso Roscam Abbing)
g) Marking 25 years of protecting women against violence
FRA will present its work on women as victims of partner violence at a conference in Budapest on 9 December.
The anniversary conference on safety and protection in the family and in society is being organised by NANE
Women's Rights Association and PATENT on Safety and protection in the family and in society. It marks 25
years of acting together against violence against women and children in Budapest. (Contact: Albin Dearing)
h) FRA Management and Executive Boards to meet
The agency’s Executive and Management Board will convene on 12 and 13 December. On 12 December, FRA’s
Executive Board meeting will prepare for the Management Board meeting that will follow. The Management
Board will adopt the Programming Document for 2020-2022 and the Preliminary Draft Budget 2021. It will also
exchange views with the Council of Europe on cooperation with the Agency and receive updates on FRA
projects, including the implementation of the agreement with the EEA/Norway Grants. (Contact: Elena
Balzarini)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES
i) Vienna's mayor visits FRA
For the first time, a mayor of FRA's host city, Vienna, visited FRA. It was a welcome opportunity for FRA
Director, Michael O’Flaherty, and the Vienna mayor, Michael Ludwig to exchange views on mutual areas of
interest such as the integration of refugees and social rights. They also discussed how FRA and the City of
Vienna can cooperate on promoting a European model of human rights cities; A timely discussion in the runup to the celebrations on 10 December of Vienna being a human rights city for five years. (Contact:
Geraldine Guille)
j) FRA Director exchanges views with national parliamentarians
The FRA Director delivered a speech to the plenary meeting of the Conference of Parliamentary Committees
for Union Affairs of Parliaments of the EU (COSAC). He highlighted the innovative and transformative role of
the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter in relation to the work of national parliaments. He also exchanged views
with the parliamentarians of the EU Member States’ Parliamentary Delegations to COSAC. To facilitate the
exchange of views, FRA prepared a background note published in the Parliamentary Pillar of the Finnish
Presidency website. The Finnish EU Presidency organised the meeting which took place in Helsinki on 2
December. (Contact: Maria Amor Martin Estebanez)
k) EU conference marks European Disability Day
FRA took part in the annual conference marking European Day of Persons with Disabilities, organised by the
European Commission and the European Disability Forum. The conference took place from 28 to 29 November
in Brussels. It focused on the need for and possible content of a new European Disability Strategy 2020-2030.
FRA, which forms part of the EU’s monitoring framework on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, to which the EU is a party, noted the importance of robust, disaggregated data to measure
progress on indicators for implementation of any new strategy. The new strategy should be presented by the
Commission in 2020. (Contact: Robert-Jan Uhl)
l) Protecting migrant workers from exploitation
Some 60 experts from EU institutions and civil society gathered at the European Parliament on 2 December to
discuss compensation for exploitation and violence against migrant workers. FRA spoke about its work on
severe labour exploitation, including its most recent report ‘Protecting migrant workers from exploitation in
the EU’. Panellists discussed the gaps and challenges in the practical implementation of the existing legal
framework for migrant victims of labour exploitation and violence to be able to claim their rights, and
discussed the opportunities presented by the new legislature for action. The event was organised by
PICUM, Victim Support Europe, La Strada International. (Contact: Alice Hamilton)
m) Exploring FRA’s LGBTI survey

FRA met with the European Commission on 4 December in Brussels to discuss its preliminary LGBTI survey
findings ahead of their launch in 2020. It also took part in a steering committee meeting for a study on
transgender people, commissioned by the European Commission. (Contact: Miltos Pavlou)
n) Challenges in monitoring forced returns monitoring
The Greek Ombudsman held a conference on the challenges for Greece and Europe in monitoring returns. FRA
joins discussions on the role of forced return monitoring, persisting issues encountered during forced removals
of non-EU nationals from EU Member States, as well as the functioning of the pool of monitors used for
removal operations organised by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex). FRA also supported
a training session for forced return monitoring staff of the Greek Ombudsman. The training was delivered
jointly with UNHCR and Frontex. The event took place in Athens on 21 November. (Contact: Michal Nespor)
o) FRA Charter guidance now out in Swedish
FRA’s guidance on Applying the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union in law and policymaking
at national level is now also available in Swedish. This complements existing versions in English, Finnish,
French and German. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)
p) Data protection handbook now also in Hungarian
The handbook on European data protection law is designed to familiarise legal practitioners not specialised in
data protection with this emerging area of the law. It is now also available in Hungarian. It is already available
in English, German, French, Italian and Spanish.(Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)
q) Spanish and Italian non-discrimination handbook just published
The handbook on European non-discrimination law examines law stemming from the complementary systems
of the EU non-discrimination directives and the European Convention on Human Rights, drawing on them
interchangeably to the extent that they overlap, while highlighting differences where these exist. Italian and
Spanish versions of the handbook have just been published. It also exists in English, Finnish, French, German,
Polish and Romanian. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)
r) Polish child rights handbook out now
The handbook on European law relating to the rights of the child aims to illustrate how European law and case
law accommodate the specific interests and needs of children. It is now out also in Polish. This completes the
full set of official EU languages that it is available in. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

