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Turkish scientist Bülent Şık has studied contamination in the Ergene River Basin in Turkey’s Edirne province.
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Turkish scientist gets 15-month sentence for publishing environmental
study
By Kristen McTighe

Sep. 27, 2019 , 6:00 PM

A Turkish food engineer and human rights activist was sentenced yesterday to 15 months in
jail after publishing the results of a study he and other scientists had done that linked toxic
pollution to a high incidence of cancer in western Turkey.
Bülent Şık, former deputy director of the Food Safety and Agricultural Research Center at
Akdeniz University, was convicted of disclosing classiTed information after he published the
results as a four-part series in a Turkish newspaper in April 2018. “Bülent Şık fulTlled his duty
as a citizen and a scientist and he used his right to freedom of expression,” his lawyer, Can
Atalay, said in his closing statement before the sentence was handed down by a court in
Istanbul.
The study was commissioned by Turkey’s Ministry of Health to see whether there was a
connection between toxicity in soil, water, and food and the high incidence of cancer in
western Turkey. Working for 5 years, Şık and a team of scientists discovered dangerous levels
of pesticides, heavy metals, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in multiple food and water
samples from several provinces in western Turkey. Water in several residential areas was also
found to be unsafe for drinking because of lead, aluminum, chrome, and arsenic pollution.
In 2015, after the study was completed, Şık testiTed that he urged government o]cials to take
action during a meeting to discuss the Tndings. After 3 years of inaction, Şık testiTed, he
decided to publish his Tndings in Cumhuriyet, an Istanbul newspaper that has been a highproTle target in the government’s crackdown on media. (Bülent Şık is the brother of Ahmet Şık,
an opposition member of Parliament and former investigative journalist at Cumhuriyet who
was previously jailed for criticizing the government.)
“What is quite striking in this case is that the Ministry of Health did not argue that what Bülent
Şık published was not true,” says Milena Buyum, a senior campaigner on Turkey at Amnesty

International in London. Instead, Buyum says, the government’s assertion that the information
was conTdential suggests there was a real danger to health.
Under Turkish law, Şık could have avoided jail and received a suspended sentence by
expressing regret. But he declined to do so when asked by the judge.
“[H]iding data obtained from research prevents us from having sound discussions about the
solutions,” Şık said in a statement to the court provided to Science by his lawyer. “In my
articles, I aimed to inform the public about this public health study, which was kept secret, and
prompt the public authorities who should solve the problems to take action.”
Şık, who lost his university position in 2016 after signing a petition calling for peace between
Turkish forces and Kurdish militants in southeast Turkey, remains free pending an appeal.
Scores of Turkish scientists have been Tred from their jobs, prosecuted, or served time in jail
in a crackdown on dissent that followed a failed coup attempt in 2016.
Posted in: Scienti'c Community
doi:10.1126/science.aaz6627

Kristen McTighe


Twitter

More from News
Three percent of NIH grants involved a direct :nancial con;ict of interest, watchdog report :nds

Top stories: Emotional colors, a Machu Picchu mystery, and the battle to save Alaska’s salmon

Can you spot the duplicates? Critics say these photos of lion:sh point to fraud

Enjoy reading News from Science? Subscribe today. If you have already subscribed, log
into your News account.

Enjoy reading News from Science? Subscribe today. If you have already subscribed, log
into your News account.

Got a tip?
How to contact the news team

Latest News

Trending
1. Study on DNA spread by genetically modi:ed mosquitoes prompts backlash
2. Running—or sitting—can change the shape of your heart
3. Is ‘The Blob’ back? New marine heat wave threatens Paci:c
4. Researchers spy signs of slavery from space
5. A new sickle cell drug could soon get U.S. approval. But does it work?

Most Read
1. Black hole reverberations suggest the cosmic beasts are as ‘bald’ as cue balls
2. Geologists uncover history of lost continent buried beneath Europe
3. Your gut is directly connected to your brain, by a newly discovered neuron circuit
4. Global warming has made iconic Andean peak unrecognizable
5. Twist on ‘survival of the :ttest’ could explain how reality emerges from the quantum haze

Sifter
What made T. rex’s bite so ferocious?
By Eva Frederick

Sep. 27, 2019

Your tea could contain billions of plastic particles
By Eva Frederick

Sep. 26, 2019

Here’s how much a whale is worth to economists
By Eva Frederick

Sep. 25, 2019

Why did a 1-million-year-old human ancestor collect feathers in Israel?
By Eva Frederick

Sep. 25, 2019

Watch an elusive pangolin slurp up supper—from the world’s :rst ‘pango-cam’
By Eva Frederick

Sep. 23, 2019

More Sifter

Read the Latest Issue of Science
ECOLOGY

27 September 2019

Mine'eld

Vol 365, Issue 6460
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY

Proposed rule deals blow to grad student unions
PHYSICS

Google claims quantum computing milestone
MEDICINE/DISEASES

NIH center struggles to speed new therapies
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY

Table of Contents

Scientists clash over paper on Syrian sarin attack
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY

Privacy concerns could derail Facebook data-sharing plan

Subscribe Today
Receive a year subscription to Science plus access to exclusive AAAS member resources, opportunities, and
beneTts.

Subscribe Today
Subscribe Today
Receive a year subscription to Science plus access to exclusive AAAS member resources, opportunities, and
beneTts.

Subscribe Today

Get Our Newsletters
Receive emails from Science. See full list

✓
✓

Science Table of Contents
Science Daily News

✓
✓
✓
✓

Science News This Week
Science Editor's Choice
First Release NotiQcation
Science Careers Job Seeker

Country *

Email address *
I agree to receive emails from AAAS/Science and Science advertisers, including information on products, services, and
special offers which may include but are not limited to news, career information, & upcoming events.
Click to view the Privacy Policy.

Sign up today
Required Telds are indicated by an asterisk (*)

Get Our Newsletters
Receive emails from Science. See full list

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Science Table of Contents
Science Daily News
Science News This Week
Science Editor's Choice
First Release NotiQcation
Science Careers Job Seeker

Country *

Email address *
I agree to receive emails from AAAS/Science and Science advertisers, including information on products, services, and
special offers which may include but are not limited to news, career information, & upcoming events.
Click to view the Privacy Policy.

Sign up today
Required Telds are indicated by an asterisk (*)

About Us
Journals
News from Science
Leadership
Team Members
Work at AAAS

For Advertisers
Advertising Kits
Awards and Prizes
Custom Publishing
Webinars

For Authors

Submit
Information for Authors
Editorial Policies

For Librarians
Manage Your Institutional Subscription
Information for Librarians
Request a Quote
FAQs

Related Sites
AAAS.org
EurekAlert!
Science in the Classroom
Science Magazine Japanese

Help
Access and Subscriptions
Order a Single Issue
Reprints and Permissions
Contact Us
Accessibility

Stay Connected








© 2019 American Association for the Advancement of Science. All rights Reserved. AAAS is a partner of HINARI, AGORA,
OARE, CHORUS, CLOCKSS, CrossRef and COUNTER.

Terms of Service
Privacy Policy
Contact AAAS

