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For some young Roma activists, Holocaust commemorations can seem beside the point
when Roma today face such urgent problems as unemployment, poverty, and
segregation in housing and education.
At Ternype International Roma Youth Network, we believe that these two facets of Roma
advocacy—the historical commemoration, and the work of improving the lives of Roma
today—are inextricably linked. That’s because many of the Roma people’s current
challenges are symptoms of a broader problem: Roma are treated as victims by
authorities and much of European society.

This is why commemorations of the Roma Holocaust, and of Roma history in general,
are an opportunity to connect with Roma youth across Europe, and shift their identity
from victims to survivors.
Ternype played a fundamental role last year in getting the European Parliament to
recognize August 2 as Roma Genocide Remembrance Day. Now, we need to use such
commemorations to reclaim our own voice and our own history.
This week, in Auschwitz Birkenau and Krakow, Roma Holocaust survivors from Hungary,
Romania, and France will meet with over 300 young Roma women and men to share
their testimonies and discuss strategies to counter the growing xenophobia and
nationalist populism in Europe. There are too many similarities between today’s political
trends and the climate of hatred and fear that prevailed in the 1930s, which led to the
extermination of 300,000 to 500,000 Roma people.
We believe Roma Holocaust survivors are best placed to draw lessons from this history,
having stared down a Nazi regime determined to wipe them out of existence. A decade
or two from now, the last of these brave souls will no longer be with us. We are counting
on grassroots Roma activists to create a moral alliance between young people and
survivors while there’s still time.
August 2 is an opportunity to ensure our governments recognize Roma history. There are
still narratives about our own past that are silenced, misrepresented, or ignored. In my
home country of Spain, I am struggling to have authorities acknowledge and issue public
apologies for the fact that the Catholic Church and the Spanish Royal Crown organized
an act of genocide against Spanish Roma on the nights of July 29 and 30, 1749, sending
10,000 Spanish Roma to prison and killing hundreds more in a shameful effort to
preserve the nation’s so-called racial purity.
The persecution of Roma in Spain is a historical reality. Between 1492 and 1979, 2,500
anti-Roma laws were enacted in Spain, banning everything from the Romani language to
traditional Romani clothes to marriages between Roma and non-Roma. I believe these
facts should be researched by academics and taught to children in schools.
One effective way to engage young people on these topics is to reveal the surprising
number of Roma references in American pop culture. Since I was a child, I have been
passionate about comic books, many of which contain major characters of Romani
origin. These characters, created from the 1940s through the 1960s—often by Jewish
comic book writers, many of whom were persecuted themselves—played a huge role in
my self-acceptance as a Roma person.
In one of the first comic books I read, X-Men Unlimited #2, I learned that Magneto’s real

identity is Erik Lehnsherr, a German Sinto-Roma whose family was exterminated in
Auschwitz. When the first X-Men movie came out in 2000, I convinced my family to
come with me to the cinema so they could see a powerful Roma protagonist on the big
screen. We were crestfallen to find that Magneto had been whitewashed by 20th Century
Fox, scrubbed of any trace of his Roma heritage. Even in pop culture, we were denied
our identity.
Currently, I am lobbying to recognize and make visible the Roma identities of key comic
book characters in Hollywood adaptations. For instance, Doctor Doom, the villain who
inspired George Lucas to create Darth Vader, is a Roma from Latveria—a fictional nation
between Hungary, Romania, and Serbia—whose goal is to avenge the persecution of his
people. Richard John “Dick” Grayson, the first incarnation of Batman’s sidekick Robin, is
a Roma who knows how to speak Romanes, the language of Roma people. These
features from comic books should be represented in movies.
The backgrounds of characters like these could change the way Roma youth view their
identities in a positive and powerful way. These are not victims, but strong figures
destined to leave their marks on the world. At the same time, European societies must
provide these youth the space to make an impact by recognizing the history of Roma
persecution and the contributions Roma have made to mainstream culture.
Roma history is far from irrelevant to our current challenges. Indeed, our history
showcases our strength as a culture that has survived decades of relentless adversity,
and is today poised to rise once again.
Learn More:
Europe, Rights & Justice, Roma Initiatives Office, Discrimination, Roma
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kris m
submitted on Aug 2, 2016

Magnetos children, Wanda & Pietro (Scarlet Witch & Quicksilverl were also Roma,
had a Roma mother! Their ethnicity was explored at length in the comics, but they
were entirely whitewashed in the films.
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MD
submitted on Aug 2, 2016

I agree with Kris M and everything about this post. I was also a comics fan, and
ecstatic as a kid to realise Pietro and Wandra were Rom - and disappointed later to
find these depictions were never consistent.
Magneto was originally intended to be Jewish, but only 30 years or so after WWII
publishers weren't sure that the world was ready for a Jewish supervillain. So they
made him Sinto instead. Later it was retconned that this had been merely an
alternate identity he'd concocted for himself to traverse Europe, and that he had
actually been a Jewish man all along. Magneto is now accepted as Jewish.
Why any European forced to fabricate a safer identity would choose Sinti, I'm not
positive.
In all stories he did marry and have at least 1 child with a Romani woman.
Wanda and Pietro have also have a shaky ethnic background that's gone from pure
Gadje, to half-Roms, to half-Jews, to genetically-engineered test-tube babies, to
Gadje children adopted by Roms, and finally now in their latest iteration to genuine
Roms born to Rom parents. Their adopted parents, traditionally a childress Romani
couple unaware the children were already half-Rom, have now been recast in comic
book lore as their actual biological parents.
But the twins have always been at least half-Rom and 100% raised by Roms since
their very first appearance.
So the ever-shifting story of Magneto, Wanda and Pietro's ethnicity perfectly sums up
everything in this post and demonstrates why it's important to treat Romani
race/ethnicity with the same respect that Black Panther, Dust, Kitty Pryde and

countless others now receive. It's not an outfit you can try on and discard.
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Michael
submitted on Aug 2, 2016

The author of this article, unfortunately, demonstrates an ignorance of Comicbook
History.
The only comicbook character, the author mentions that wa originally conceived of
and depicted as Roma is Dr. Doom/Victor VON DOOM.
The comicbook character of Richard John "Dick" GRAYSON, the original Robin, was
only Roma in the early 2000s, when Dick Grayson's background continuity was given
a new retroactive continuity, to make him a quarter Roma and, frankly was quickly
forgotten. In 2011, Dick Grayson's background continuity was, again, given a new
retroactive continuity, which restored his completely non-Roma identity.
When the ethnicity of the comicbook character of Magneto/Erik LEHNSHERR/Max
EISENHARDT was original depicted, Magmeto was Jewish. In the early/middle
1990s, Magneto's background continuity was given a new retroactive continuity,
making him, Roma. The Roma identity of Magneto has since been retroactively
continuitied, as to being part of a cover identity for his assumed identity of Erik
Lehnsherr.
As for Dr. Doom, he is a narcissistic, hudristic megalomaniac, a villain, is that really a
suitable role-model, for Roma children?
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DOOM
submitted on Aug 3, 2016

Hi Michael
I feel certain sensibility in your comment..
You say"The only comicbook character, the author mentions that wa originally
conceived of and depicted as Roma is Dr. Doom/Victor VON DOOM"
Thats not true at all Michael, Doom was not despicted in his first appareace as
Rromani, it took couple of years, as most heroes and villains backgrounds are
reconnected and you know that.
About Grayson:
Well dear friend, Robin was Roma in the early 2000´s in Batman Gotham
Knights series and had hint Roma identity from the late 80´s, the problem with
most people approach to Rromani ethnicity in comic books is their total
ignorance and prejudiced view on Rromani people themselves, the arguments
to deny Rromani identity are simply racist, and truly ignorant not of comic book
history, but of europe´s largest ethnic minority what do you know about Roma
people?.The fact that Dick grayson and other characters as Magneto suffer
whitewashing and continuous reconnections don´t erase the fact that those
characters were, are and will be Roma depending on the editorials policies at
the time and the fans perception(and minorities Lobby)
About Magneto:
Magneto was not originally Jew, but a megalomaniac terrorist mutant in the 60
´s who tried to take over a military base, it was Claremont in the early 80´s who
made him a survivor of he Holocaust, as much as I try to rememebr he NEVER
EVEN ONCE mentioned his jewish identity or background, contrary his wife

and children were depicted clearly as Rromani, in the 90´s Fabian Nicieza for
order of Bob Harras I believe wrote fatal attractions comic, an issue declaring
him of Sinti descendant. After the Xmen movie in 2000 when he was despicted
as Jew the editorial did the same, and eventually contracted Greg Pack in
2011 to write Magneto testament and make Magneto officially Jew for all, this
is called WHITEWASHING by the way and is an insult to both Jewish and
Rromani Holocaust victims ans survivors.
Marvel has bever apologize for that, but it will, I promise you that Michael ;)
About Dr.Doom:
First of all Dr.Doom has saved the world as much times he had try to conquer
it, yes, indeed he is no Captain America, he is a Human being, anti-villain, one
of the most glorious and incredible comic book characters in history, I do
believe reading Fantastic four annual 2, that Stan Lee and Jack Kirby both of
Jewish heritage were able to reflect and expose a bit of Rromani people
persecution and historical struggle trough their writing.
An example for Rromani children? who said that? a Role model for a minority
suffering from the rising of far right? Yes, a strong one, a good one, one that is
not ashamed of his heritage and make what is necessary for it´s people´s
welfare and safety, as he truly has showed the world he CARES about
RROMANI people, for us, that makes him a Hero, a real one.
Best, V
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Chris
submitted on Oct 14, 2016

Magneto was clearly meant to be Jewish when Claremont wrote him.
http://www.magnetowasright.com/pages/misc/faq.php
http://www.alara.net/opeople/xbooks/magjew.html
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DB
submitted on Aug 2, 2016

Would it not be more productive to address the oppression faced by Roma women
WITHIN their own culture and society?
I do not believe that Roma youth benefit by viewing themselves through the
unrealistic lens of America pop culture. What is truly needed is a deep and
unapologetic view inward.
I make no excuses for the racists who oppress and harass the Roma, however even
those of us willing to stand up for the Roma find it unsettling, unnerving, and
sometimes downright angering to realize that the same ignorance, hatred, and
oppression comes from within their own society.
How do you overcome and prosper when you shackle 50% of your people.
While most of us reading this blog have the good fortune of education and time to

read "deeper" into the "history" behind the make believe comic book characters of X
Men, however the everyday reality of most Roma does not allow for this indulgence.
So I wonder, when a young Roma girl or a Roma woman watches an X Men film
does is she able to relate to the strength, power, and equality portrayed by the
female characters in the film? Or is this just a fantasy?
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Karl Fazekas
submitted on Aug 2, 2016

I'd love to visit a large all-Roma festival much like Burning Man, but with mostly
Roma participants.
reply

Samuel Ciurca
submitted on Aug 2, 2016

Well, I must learn more about Roma!!!
reply

Indira
submitted on Aug 3, 2016

As an Indo-guyanese american living in Budapest, I identify with both the dilemmas
and cultural contributions the Roma bring to Europe. In fact, Hungarian cultural life
could be renewed from embracing and encouraging Roma art, culture, music. (Think
of what African-Americans have contributed to American culture as a whole.) I would
love to participate in projects in Budapest that have this aim. For example, just
opening tourism to Roma communities and culture -- as an expat among expats I

know how fascinated we are about the Roma. But the access seems so sparse.
Looking forward to meeting more like-minded folks in Budapest this year!
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Andre Geißenhöner
submitted on Feb 18, 2018

I can understand where this author/activist is coming from but I think he, and sadly
many others, is terribly misguided or misinformed.
What he calls “the surprising number of Roma references in American pop culture”
are actually gypsy references, and he is guilty of the same problem of equating the
terms “gypsy” and “Roma.” However when you look at the images of the gypsy in
both American and European popular culture, you notice that they are basically the
same, just with different focus. The current one in Europe is based on experiences
with real life Roma migrants from the East while the American one is rather
concerned with romanticizing the “gypsy” and mixing the existing gypsy stereotypes
with some actual Roma cultural traits and thereby making the misrepresentation
even worse. You see not only is the term “gypsy” much broader than the term Roma,
as it also includes e.g. English travelers or Yenish, but it is only vaguely based on
actual Roma customs and is mostly a product of the imagination.
In fact I think the role comics played in the author’s self-acceptance are a reason
why he is either blind to these problems or downplays them. Or he is completely
unaware of Roma history in this regard. Case in point his reference to Magneto:
“In one of the first comic books I read, X-Men Unlimited #2, I learned that Magneto’s
real identity is Erik Lehnsherr, a German Sinto-Roma whose family was exterminated
in Auschwitz. When the first X-Men movie came out in 2000, I convinced my family to
come with me to the cinema so they could see a powerful Roma protagonist on the
big screen. We were crestfallen to find that Magneto had been whitewashed by 20th
Century Fox, scrubbed of any trace of his Roma heritage. Even in pop culture, we

were denied our identity.”
For one, it is widely known that Magneto was not originally meant to be anything
more than a villain and the somewhat more sympathetic story did not come about
until the late 1970s I think. However, the author claims, like so many others, that he
learned that Magneto was called Erik Lehnsherr and a German Sinto-Roma. Here
we have a problem already. You see most Sinti do not refer to themselves as Roma,
but that is only on the side. Magnetos alleged “Sinte” identity (a term the writers used
as singular even though it is a plural term) had already been considered fake ever
since X-Men 72 in 1998. And apart from that it has been shown time and again how
Magneto’s story and memory fit an Ashkenazi Jew much better than any Roma. Now
granted some of the reasoning is due to misinformation, as there were e.g. Sinti
among the Sonderkommando and not just Jews, but that information is not as
widespread and when Magneto’s background was retconned to a Holocaust survivor
the Rromani Holocaust was so little in the public consciousness that I have a hard
time to believe that the writers really considered that.
And if they did consider that, than they were so grossly misinformed that the result is
the same. Case in point the mentioned X-Men Unlimited #2. Yes in it, it is claimed
that Magneto was called Erik Lehnsherr and was a gypsy of “Sinte descent”. But the
story in it is simply and almost entirely incorrect in that regard.
You see this comic has the character Haller stating that Magneto was allegedly born
to a "gypsy family of Sinte" descent in what is today Danzig in Poland. And when you
know a little bit about the topic of "gypsy" portrayal and the Sinti (alternative spelling),
you spot the oddities here right away. You see the writers know of the term "Sinte"
but were apparently unaware that those referring to themselves as such do not dress
now or in the past in open shirts, with a far too narrow scarf around the neck or these
earrings as Magneto was depicted (here is a more accurate representation:
http://learning-from-history.de/sites/default/files/imagecache/resize/bo...
http://learning-from-history.de/sites/default/files/imagecache/resize/bo...
http://learning-from-history.de/sites/default/files/imagecache/resize/bo... ). And
apparently Magneto had only one sibling? Pretty low for a Sinte family of the 1940s.
Haven't seen a single one back then who didn't have at least 3 children. And while I
can forgive them for not knowing that if he survived the gypsy camp in Auschwitz he
should not be in it anymore during liberation by the Red Army as the gypsy camp
was liquidated already at that time. However they should have known that camp II
(Birkenau) was several km away from the city of Auschwitz back then; it was not in
Auschwitz.
And if he is a Sinto (the male term), why did he and his wife move to the Ukraine
after the war? Most Sinti lived in the German speaking area and there was massive

ethnic cleansing against Germans afterwards. With their name, accent/language and
skin tones, they would have been prime targets for deportation if not killing. And if
they were considered "gypsies"… oh boy, they would have been prime targets for
harassment.
And why the fuck did he go to Israel do help Holocaust survivors? Sinti back then
sought their families or other Sinti, in fact survivors from then no longer existent
Prussia (which would be close to Danzig) usually fled to West Germany after the war.
Even if the author didn't know that, is he really this ignorant that he thought the
Israeli government cared about camp survivors that weren't Jewish? This is either an
example of the equation of "gypsies" with Jews (respectively automatically
connecting them) or Magneto was always meant to be Jewish and this here was just
some hiccup in canon or a last minute change because they weren’t comfortable with
a Jewish villain, but either way, even here the story fits a Jew, not a Rromani.
And the mentioned X-Men 72 only adds up on this. They claimed that the “Sinte”
identity was a ruse. However, not only would such an identity not be recorded on a
passport back then, but what benefits would that have brought him? As a “gypsy” he
would have been prime targets for harassment by the police and so his face would
have been recognized. It was all just an attempt to officially restore his Jewish
identity. So the 2000 film not only did not whitewash him in any way as he was white
to begin with even as a “gypsy” (unless your definition of white means you are 100 %
of pure racial white ancestry), but he was meant to be Jewish for a long time and the
“gypsy” identity was either only a bad idea and badly executed or based on pure
ignorance and his story can only fit a Jew.
And his other two examples aren’t much better. He claims that Doom’s “goal is to
avenge the persecution of his people” but where was that ever stated? The only
“gypsy” reference in regard to Doom I ever saw in the comics was a flashback to his
childhood in a gypsy caravan, with wagons that look 100 years old, completely out of
wood. How exactly is that stereotype good representation. Now based on research
his mother is a gypsy, at least in some versions, and his father not. And it seems that
this was only done to explain his proficiency in both science and magic and even
then it is full of stereotypes as his mother is a gypsy sorceress. Apart from that
Doom’s portrayal is almost entirely that of a dictator who thinks he knows better than
anyone else. How on earth is that helpful?
Now Dick Grayson was retconned to be “Rromani” in the early 2000s and even then
they portrayed his family in an old wooden caravan. I would suspect that he was
retconned to be a “Rromani” because of his circus family background. So they still
used stereotypes. And with Scarlet Witch and Quicksilver it was even worse.
I can understand the need for representation and especially positive ones, but are

these three (not that the rest are any better) really good choices for that?
When I checked Marvel’s, alleged, German characters they were either barely more
than extras, Nazis, general villains or like Nightcrawler based on a bunch of
stereotypes.
Should I be happy about that too?
In my eyes, inclusion is not in and off itself a good thing and sometimes things
should be erased so you can start anew. And you should especially not ignore the
facts.
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