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Post-coup crackdown has crippled Turkish academia - study
Dicle Eşiyok, Ahval, 12/13
A study by the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey (TİHV), conducted by 12 academics, has shown
that 6,081 academics were dismissed from universities in the aftermath of the July 15 coup
attempt in 2016. The impact this has had on the country’s academia has gone far beyond those
dismissed.
Read more »
Ideological ‘rectification’ hits social sciences research
Yojana Sharma, University World News, 12/12
Social sciences research in China, not as well funded in the past as the hard sciences, is undergoing
an even further narrowing so that research more closely serves the purposes of the state, experts
have said, with some going as far as to say social sciences in China have undergone political
rectification under Chinese leader Xi Jinping.
Read more »
Canadian academic denied university work, called liar by Chinese media after exposing Uyghur
camps
Tom Blackwell, The National Post, 12/11
Olsi Jazexhi has been busy the last couple of months. The historian has appeared on television,
made presentations at universities and written op-ed articles, all to report on the ground-breaking
observations he made of the camps where China is detaining as many as a million or more Uyghur
Muslims.
Read more »
Pakistan scholar's blasphemy trial enters final stages as U.S. raises alarm
Asif Shahzad, Reuters, 12/11
A Pakistani court will hear final arguments on Thursday in the blasphemy trial of a liberal scholar
and former university lecturer a week after a U.S. religious freedom commission placed his name
on its list of global victims, his lawyer said. Junaid Hafeez has been in solitary confinement in
Pakistan for fear of being attacked by fellow inmates in jail since his arrest in 2013 on blasphemy
charges linked to online posts.
Read more »
Trump has signed orders on campus speech and anti-Semitism. Some critics see potential for
conflict

Katherine Mangan, The Chronicle of Higher Education, 12/11
President Trump on Wednesday signed an executive order designed to crack down on what he
sees as rising anti-Semitism on college campuses. The order, which comes less than a year after his
administration issued another order aimed at protecting free speech, drew mixed responses, with
skeptics seeing the potential for conflict between the two measures.
Read more »
Report denounces persecution of academics and universities worldwide, with unprecedented
focus on Brazil (Portuguese)
Mariana Alvim, BBC, 12/10
With five editions published, Scholars at Risk’s annual Free to Think report, which monitors the
persecution of academics and universities around the world, has displayed pictures from Iran,
Turkey, Pakistan and Egypt on its cover. For the 2019 edition, the cover image comes from Brazil.
Read more »
American student held prisoner since 2016 released in US-Iran prisoner swap
Eliza Mackintosh, Maija-Liisa Ehlinger and Jennifer Hansler, CNN, 12/07
An American graduate student, who had been held for three years in Iran on suspicion of being a
spy, is in "good spirits" after being freed from Iranian custody, a senior administration official said
Saturday. Chinese-born Xiyue Wang is in "good health," "very, very good humor" and "good
spirits" and will take a "brief break in Germany," the official said, before they expect him to soon
return home.
Read more »
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