November 4-11, 2019
1. HIGHLIGHTS
a) Migrants continue to suffer as reception centres remain overcrowded and violence against
migrants surges
Significant increase in arrivals in Greece, overcrowding of reception centres and violence against
migrants at the borders are some of the fundamental rights concerns FRA identifies in its latest
migration quarterly report. It also highlights the situation in the Mediterranean, where boats with
migrants were still being forced to remain at sea, waiting for weeks.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Web summit asks are data rights human rights?
The FRA Director will join this year’s Web Summit where some 70,000 people are expected to
attend. The Web Summit runs from 4 to 7 November in Lisbon. It will bring together the people and
companies shaping the global technology industry. FRA will join a session which will discuss whether
human rights need to be updated to account for technological changes and to better protect our
data. (Contact: Friso Roscam Abbing)
a) European Parliament committee discusses situation in the Greek migration hotspots
FRA’s Director will exchange views with the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties,
Justice and Home Affairs in Brussels on 6 November. The hearing will focus on the situation in the
Greek migration hotspots. (Contact: Gerald Rosskogler / Katarina Luhofer)
b) Antisemitism explored by Austrian integration committee
FRA will present findings from its antisemitism survey during a meeting of the Austrian Advisory
Committee on Integration. The meeting will take place in Vienna on 7 November. (Contact: Gerald
Rosskogler)
c) Council of the EU discusses future of NHRIs
FRA will speak at a joint meeting of the working group of the Council of the EU’s Working Parties on
Fundamental Rights, Citizens Rights and Free Movement of Persons (FREMP) and on Human rights
(COHOM). FRA will provide evidence and advice on strengthening national human rights institutions
in the EU. The meeting takes place on 5 November in Brussels. (Contact: Eva Sobotka)
d) EESC conference on fundamental rights and the rule of law
FRA will speak at a working group on civic space during a conference in Brussels on 5 November
on fundamental rights and the rule of law. It is being organised by the European Economic and Social
Committee’s (EESC) Group on Fundamental Rights and the Rule of Law. At this conference, the EESC
publishes the synthesis report from the country visits conducted in 2018 and 2019 by the group,
which plans to visit all EU Member States. (Contact:Waltraud Heller)
e) Black history month workshop
Partners involved in ‘Black History Month EU 2019’ (#BHMEU) will gather for a day of capacity
building, networking and reflection in Brussels on 5 November. They will explore how to build on
the European Parliament’s Resolution on the fundamental rights of People of African Descent in
Europe as well as the UN Decade for People of African Descentin their own activities and as a
European Network. FRA was invited by ACP Young Professionals Network (ACP-YPN)and European
Network of People of African Descent to present its Being black in the EU report, as well as its work
on communicating rights and on civic space. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

f) FRA to address Vienna City Council to mark 10 years of the Charter
FRA will speak to the European and International Affairs Committee of the Vienna City Council on 6
November about the relevance of the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter for regional and local
authorities, as well as about its cooperation with the City of Vienna. The event marks five years of
Vienna being a Human Rights City and ten years of the Charter. In December 2014, the Vienna City
Council adopted its ‘Vienna – City of Human Rights declaration. Since then, the City has been closely
cooperating with FRA to encourage further cities in the EU to declare themselves as human rights
cities. (Contact: Andreas Accardo)
g) Celebrating 10 years of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
To celebrate 10 years since the EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter became legally binding, FRA, the
European Commission and the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU are hosting a conference
in Brussels on 12 November. The event will be an occasion to reflect on how the Charter can
become a meaningful part of everyday life. It will bring together national authorities, civil society
and rights defenders. The introduction will look at overall awareness of the Charter overall and how
it is currently used. Later sessions will explore its use at the national level when it comes to making,
implementing and enforcing law and policies. Participants will also discuss the role of civil society
organisations, National Human Rights Institutions and Equality Bodies in ensuring the Charter
delivers for everyone. There will also be an opportunity to look ahead to the next decade of the
Charter. Online Charter tools will also be presented. These include FRA’s Charterpedia and European
Union Fundamental Rights Information Tool, which will be launched at the event, as well as the
European Commission’s e-Justice portal. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) FRA addresses Irish police diversity conference
The Irish police force, the Garda Síochána, invited FRA to give a presentation on the experiences of
discrimination, harassment and violence of Muslims and people of African descent across the EU.
FRA gave the presentation during the Gardai’s Diversity Officer conference that took place on 23 and
24 October in Athlone. The conference was attended by around 300 Garda Diversity Officers as a
follow-up to the newly-launched Garda Diversity & Integration strategy (2019-2021). The strategy
introduces a working hate crime definition, which recognises the existing and emerging diverse
composition of the Irish society and commits to building the Gardai’s human rights capacity. The
strategy complements the Gardai’s internal diversity and inclusion strategy, which is under
development. The internal strategy aims at facilitating reporting, recording, investigating, and
prosecuting of hate crime and at the introduction of a Pulse record for non-crime hate incidents.
(Contact: Rossalina Latcheva)
b) Exploring interoperable EU migration and security IT-systems
On 18 October, FRA took part in a Brussels event on interoperable EU IT-systems in the area of
migration and security. The event provided a possibility for academia and NGOs to discuss the
impact of interoperability on individuals and how their rights are affected. FRA underlined the
importance of implementing the new information architecture in line with foreseen fundamental
rights safeguards and of evaluating the impact on the rights of the individual. The event was
organised by the European University Institute, the Center for European Policy Studies and the
European Data Protection Supervisor. (Contact: Ann-Charlotte Nygård)
c) Intergovernmental workshop focuses family reunification and unaccompanied children
FRA presented its focus paper on returning unaccompanied children and fundamental rights
considerations to a workshop of the Intergovernmental Consultation on migration, asylum and
refugees. The multidisciplinary workshop examined the frameworks which support the
implementation of family reunification and the sustainable return of unaccompanied children. It was

also an opportunity to discuss operational challenges and best practices across IGC States and
participating organisations, to identify promising practices that could be replicated and the gaps that
must be addressed. The IGC is a State-led regional consultative process on migration and asylum.
The workshop took place at the IGC headquarters in Geneva on 18 September. (Contact: Tamas
Molnar)

