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1. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) EU Charter of Fundamental Rights marks its 10th anniversary
On 1 December 2019, the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights will celebrate its 10th
anniversary since it became legally binding, with the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on
1 December 2009. To mark this anniversary, the European Commission, together with the
Finnish Presidency of the Council of the European Union and the European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights (FRA), held a conference, with the aim of looking at how to improve the
use and awareness of the Charter to bringing it to life for citizens in the EU.
b) EU Agencies join 10-year anniversary of EU’s Fundamental Rights Charter
The nine EU Justice and Home Affairs Agencies are marking the 10-year anniversary of the
EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights by pledging to continue to respect and promote
fundamental rights throughout the work. “Over the 10 years we have seen the Charter
growing in impact but with still room for improvement,” says FRA Director Michael
O’Flaherty. “Now consistently, it is time to continue to build on what has been achieved and
work towards greater recognition of what the Charter guarantees. This joint commitment by
the Justice and Home Affairs’ Agencies is a great place to reaffirm our ongoing efforts
towards that end.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Marking 30 years of the Child Rights Convention
This year marks the 30th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child. To renew its commitment to the protection and promotion of children’s rights, the
European Parliament has organised a High Level Conference that will be held on 20
November in Brussels. FRA’s Director will deliver a keynote speech addressing the main
barriers to the enjoyment of child rights and most urgent actions needed in Europe.
(Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)
b) Annual Rule of law dialogue in the Council
On 19 November, the Annual Rule of law dialogue - as established by the Council and the
Member States end of 2014 - takes place in a General Affairs Council meeting in Brussels.
This year’s dialogue is dedicated to the evaluation of the dialogue carried out this year.
Based on a consultation with Member States, the Finnish Presidency has drafted Council
Conclusions on the evaluation of the dialogue. Ministers will exchange views with FRA’s
Director, who has in the past years offered a thematic introduction to each of the annual
dialogues, before they discuss the evaluation and the draft conclusions. (Contact: Gabriel
Toggenburg)
c) FRA and ODIHR discuss cooperation
FRA’s Director Michael O’Flaherty will visit the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights for the first time on 25 November in Warsaw. He will discuss how to further

strengthen cooperation between FRA and ODIHR. He will meet with ODIHR Director, its
senior management team and the staff. The purpose of the visit is to exchange views on
respective current and future priorities and in particular, discussion will focus on hate crime,
human rights defenders, the National Human Rights Institutions Academy, migration and
asylum, artificial intelligence, the European Union Fundamental Rights Information System
(EFRIS) (Contact: Massimo Toschi)
d) EU-Western Balkans Ministerial Forum on Justice and Home Affairs
On 18 and 19 November in Skopje, North Macedonia, the FRA Deputy Director Constantinos
Manolopoulos will participate in the EU-Western Balkans Ministerial Forum on Justice and
Home Affairs. The meeting provides an opportunity for ministers and representatives of EU
institutions to discuss issues of common concern, to review progress of the countries of the
region on their road to Europe, and to exchange views on major developments in the EU.
Topics for discussion at this meeting include the rule of law, prison conditions and use of
alternative sanctions, cooperation with EU Agencies, migration and borders, and terrorism.
The meeting is being organised under the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the EU.
(Contact: Martha Stickings)
e) EU Agencies Network on Scientific Advice meeting
FRA is the current chair of the EU Agencies Network on Scientific Advice (ANSA). The
network will next meet on 19 and 20 November in Brussels. It brings together 15 EU
agencies and operates under the Heads of EU agencies network. During this 14th meeting,
participants will discuss possible opportunities for greater engagement of EU agencies in the
institutional policymaking process, data protection specific challenges for research, and
research challenges and opportunities in specific areas (such as scientific foresight,
engagement with other EU agencies, exchanges of good practices in relation to surveys, and
challenges raised by scientific uncertainty). (Contact: Joanna Goodey / Elise Lassus)
f) Council of Europe AI Committee to hold first meeting
FRA will take part in the first meeting of the Council of Europe Ad-hoc Committee on
Artificial Intelligence (CAHAI). The committee was set-up to assess the feasibility and
potential elements of a legal framework for the development, design and application of
artificial intelligence. FRA will present findings emerging from its AI project. The meetings
takes place in Strasbourg from 18 to 20 November. (Contact: Joanna Goodey / Mario
Oetheimer)
g) Child Rights Convention anniversary celebrations at Vienna City Hall
Vienna City Hall will host a full-day event dedicated to child rights with activities for and by
children and young people to mark the 30th anniversary of the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child. The celebration was preceded by a month of action on child
rights, organised by the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna. Discussion topics range
from climate change over health, empowerment and participation to trafficking and child
labour in form of panel discussions, music performances, short film, and more. FRA will
contribute to the event with an information booth to promote various FRA publications and
material on children’s rights, its new brochure about child rights in the EU. It will also refer

participants to FRA for children, FRA’s page on child rights for children. (Contact: Sandra
Aigner-Accardo)
h) Working group on hate crime recording, data collection and reporting to meet
FRA will run the first meeting of the working group on hate crime recording, data collection
and encouraging reporting. The FRA-coordinated group will discuss their terms of reference
and upcoming activities. The meeting will also involve a study visit to the Dutch National
Police. Both days are hosted by the Dutch National Police. The meeting takes place in the
Hague on 20 and 21 November. (Contact: hatecrime@fra.europa.eu)
i)

FRA to join Council of Europe Convention 108 Committee meeting

FRA will take part in the plenary meeting of the Council of Europe’s Convention 108
Committee. During this meeting, the Committee will discuss various topical issues such as
facial recognition, profiling, data protection safeguards in the context pf the preparation of
the 2nd Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Cybercrime Convention. The meeting
takes place in Strasbourg from 20 to 22 November. (Contact: Mario Oetheimer)
j) Council of Europe conference to look at cybercrime
FRA will act as rapporteur during a workshop on data protection and criminal justice during
the Council of Europe’s Octopus Conference on cybercrime. The results of this workshop will
feed the conclusions of the conference. They will also help shape the future joint Council of
Europe / FRA handbook on cybercrime and fundamental rights. The meeting takes place in
Strasbourg from 19 to 21 November. (Contact: Mario Oetheimer / Antonio Gutiérrez)
k) Equinet working group on research and data collection to meet
FRA will take part in the first meeting of European Network of Equality Bodies’ Working
Group on Research and Data Collection. The Equinet working group will explore the use of
equality data for evidence-based policymaking, the collection of data relevant for the
Sustainable Development Goals and the collection of complaints data. The meeting takes
place in Brussels on 19 and 20 November. (Contact: Pablo Lopez-Pietsch)
l)

Ending violence against women through crime prevention, criminal justice
responses and women’s economic empowerment

On 21 November, FRA will take part in a panel debate of the Vienna Discussion Forum 2019
on ending violence against women through crime prevention, criminal justice responses and
women’s economic empowerment. The Forum is being organised by Vienna-based UN
organisations (UNODC, UNIDO) as well as UN Women and the governments of Finland,
Sweden and Norway. The event takes place in the run-up to the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women on 25 November. The discussions aim to contribute
to UN member states’ progress towards achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
and will feed into the upcoming Beijing +25 review process. (Contact: Sami Nevala)
m) eMedia Toolkit trainers manual to be presented at Silence Hate event
FRA will present the trainer’s manual for the eLearning eMedia Toolkit at the final
conference of the EU-funded ‘Silence Hate’ project on 18 November in Brussels. FRA,
together with the European Ethical Network and theEuropean Broadcasting Union,

supported by the European Federation of Journalists, developed the toolkit as an online
resource for journalists reporting on migration. Silence Hate has also sought to develop new
and creative counter-narratives to combat and prevent online hate speech against migrants
and refugees. (Contact: Blanca Tapia)
n) Round Table discussion on youths with disabilities
FRA will take part in a youths with disabilities Round Table discussion on 18 November in
Vienna, organised by the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna. The discussion is taking
place in the context of the 30th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child. FRA will present key findings information from its publications on violence
against children with disabilities and on independent living. A primary focus will be on
violence against children with disabilities as well as on the drivers and barriers for
deinstitutionalisation. The Human Rights Office of Vienna is particularly interest in the
comparative insight, which FRA provides across European Member States. It is also
interested in discussing current challenges in the fields of education, living arrangements
and free time for youths with disabilities. Particular attention will be paid to participation,
self-empowerment, communication and information as well as acceptance in society.
(Contact: Astrid Podsiadlowski)
o) Deinstitutionalisation for people with disabilities in Finland
On 21 November in Helsinki, FRA will participate in an event to discuss how to achieve
deinstitutionalisation for people with disabilities in Finland. Co-organised by the Finnish
Human Rights Centre, the University of Helsinki, the Finnish Society for Disability Research
and FRA, the event draws on the results of FRA’s fieldwork research on drivers and barriers
of deinstitutionalisation. Following presentations of the overall and Finland-specific findings
of the FRA research, panellists from government and civil society will discuss how to take
forward the findings in a Finnish context. (Contact: Martha Stickings)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a) FRA Director delivers keynote at EASO Consultative Forum
FRA’s Director delivered a keynote speech during European Asylum Support Office’s
Consultative Forum in Brussels on 12 November. In his speech, he addressed some of the
challenges in the initial steps in the asylum procedure, linking to this year’s Forum focus. He
underlined his concerns for incidents of violence and push-backs at border crossing points
and the poor reception conditions in some Member States. He also acknowledged the
important work of civil society and made a call for all actors to work together to make
fundamental rights the core of our work. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)
b) European Parliament hearing focuses on Greek migration hotspots
FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty took part in a European Parliament hearing on 6 November
in Brussels on the situation in the Greek migration hotspots. He stressed that the
overcrowding results in appalling reception conditions and the situation is not sustainable,
but represents a fundamental rights emergency. He underlined that the situation for
unaccompanied children is particularly acute. He urged the Member States to show more
solidarity and carry out relocations from the hotspots. (Contact: Ann-Charlotte Nygard)

c) FRA young refugees report presented to Council of the EU
On 14 November, FRA presented its upcoming report on the integration of young refugees
in SCIFA, the Council of the EU’s Strategic Committee on Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum.
This report is about the integration of young non-EU nationals who arrived in the EU in 2015
and 2016 as asylum applicants. Over 2.5 million people applied for international protection
in 2015 and 2016 in the 28 EU Member States, according to Eurostat. The report paints a
multifaceted picture with many good initiatives and promising practices. It also shows major
gaps and challenges, many of which remain unaddressed. FRA identified two important
moments that require further attention: the transition from childhood to adulthood for
unaccompanied children as well as the transition from asylum applicant to status holders.
The report is due out on 19 November. (Contact: Adriano Silvestri)
d) Towards democratic citizenship, common values and inclusive education
On 14-15 November in Warsaw, FRA spoke during a panel of the closing conference of
the ETUCE-led EU CONVINCEproject (EU Common Values Inclusive Education). More than
100 representatives from education trade unions, human rights institutions, education
employers, school leaders and other European stakeholders in education attended the
conference. EU CONVINCE is a joint ETUCE (European Trade Union Committee for
Education), EFEE (European Federation of Education Employers) and ESHA (European School
Heads Association) project. It seeks to provide teachers, other education personnel, school
leaders, as well as the education institution community as a whole with tools and methods
to deliver inclusive quality education to all and better deal with citizenship related issues
both in the classroom and in extracurricular activities. (Contact: Michail Beis)
e) Artificial Intelligence and digital innovation event
On 14 November, FRA took part in the 3rd Digitising European Industry Stakeholder Forum,
organised by the European Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society, Mariya Gabriel
and the Spanish Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism. This event, which took place in
Madrid, was dedicated to Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation Hubs for the European
industry beyond 2020. FRA spoke in a session on artificial intelligence for industry and
putting ethics into business practices. (Contact: Joanna Goodey)
f) What future for victims’ rights?
On 6 November, FRA contributed to a High Level Experts’ Meeting, organised by the
European Commission, on ‘What future for victims’ rights?’ On the basis of the its reports
on justice for victims of violent crimes, FRA suggested ways forward in allowing victims to
have an appropriate role in criminal proceedings, including more effective means of
communicating to victims their rights and opportunities to participate in the proceedings,
stepping up investments in establishing a comprehensive and robust structure of support
organisations and improving cooperation between public authorities and civil society actors.
(Contact: Albin Dearing)
g) Webinar looks at fundamental rights in forced returns
FRA joined an online seminar on fundamental rights in forced returns. Conducting return
operations, particularly forced return operations in a fundamental rights-compliant way

presents challenges. These could be overcome through raising awareness and building
capacities among staff. The objective of the webinar was to equip involved staff with the
knowledge to identify fundamental rights challenges at an early stage. 150 law enforcement
officers, border staff, escorts and Ministry of Interior officials connected to the webinar
from across the EU. The CEPOL webinar took place on 13 November. (Contact: Aydan
Iyigüngör)
h) European conference focuses on collecting migrant health data
FRA contributed to discussions on EU data protection law, migrants’ health data and
fundamental rights considerations during a workshop focusing on data protection and legal
issues. The workshop formed part of a larger European migration health conference coconvened by the World Health Organisation (WHO) European Office and the WHO
Collaborating Centre at the University of Pécs. The meeting took place in Pécs from 7 to 8
October. The conference aimed for a clearer understanding of migrant health in Europe,
with a view to improving the current situation, which is characterised by underdeveloped
collection and sharing of migrants’ health data and a lack of a Europe-wide database on such
data. Discussions were centred on current gaps, barriers and challenges as well as the ways
forward in the collection and sharing of migrants’ health data in Europe. (Contact: Tamas
Molnar)
i)

Summary of FRA’s Being Black in the EU report now available

Last year FRA published its report on the experiences of almost 6,000 people of African
descent in 12 EU Member States. A summary of the key findings and FRA opinions are now
available English, French, and German. Further versions in Danish, Finnish, Italian, Maltese,
Portuguese and Swedish will be published soon. (Contact: FRA - Editing & Production)

