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1. HIGHLIGHTS

a. More targeted measures needed to support Roma women
Women throughout the EU face inequalities. But Roma women face additional challenges such as
anti-Gypsyism, extreme poverty, exclusion and discrimination which reinforce their disadvantages,
according to the latest report from FRA. It underlines the urgent need for targeted, gender-sensitive
measures that allow Roma women to realise their full potential.

2. WHAT’S COMING UP

a. Panel debate on the role of cities and regions in fundamental rights
On 11 April in Brussels, the FRA Director will speak during a high-level panel to members of the
European Committee of the Regions from the 28 Member States. Cities and regions are on the
frontlines of many fundamental rights issues in Europe, such as security, integration of migrants and
refugees, child protection, and fostering inclusion. The panel debate aims to look at the situation of
fundamental rights in the EU, and discuss how cities and regions can further contribute to
fundamental rights in the EU. It will bring together the President of the Court of Justice Koen
Lenaerts, European Commission Vice-President Frans Timmermans, Vice-Chair of the Council of
Europe’s European Commission against Racism and Intolerance Domenica Ghidei Biidu and FRA
Director Michael O‘Flaherty. The discussion will take place at the European Parliament.
(Contact: Geraldine Guille)

b. Communicating rights to feature during Council of Europe’s Parliamentary
Assembly
During the spring session of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly, the agency, the EU
Delegation to the Council of Europe, and the Council of Europe are hosting a side event on
communicating rights. FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty, Ambassador Meglena Kuneva, Council of
Europe Human Rights Commissioner Dunja Mijatović and other key experts will discuss the
challenges on communicating rights in increasing complex situations in order to find different ways
of framing and explaining human rights. After introducing the topic, case studies will be presented
allowing time for active audience participation. The event will take place in Strasbourg on 10 April.
(Contact: Friso Roscam Abbing)

c. Swedish government event looks at the Fundamental Rights Charter
The Swedish government is organising an event on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights that will
take place on 8 April in Stockholm. The event brings together perspectives from Finland and Sweden
on the use of the Charter nationally. The agency will bring the EU perspective. The event follows on
from a study commissioned by the Swedish government on the Charter in Swedish legislative and
judicial practice. While in Sweden, the agency will also be involved in research related to FRA
projects on national human rights institutions, the situation of Roma people, and business and
human rights. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

d. FRA’s civic space work to be presented to Council of Europe’s Conference of INGOs

The agency will present its latest and upcoming work on civic space to the Council of Europe’s
Conference of INGOs, which will meet in Strasbourg on 12 April. FRA will particularly focus on the
outcomes of a consultation it held with its civil society network, the Fundamental Rights Platform
(FRP) on their experiences with challenges to their work. The consultation findings
are summarised in the civil society space: views of organisations paper. FRA will repeat this
consultation annually. The civil society networks of FRA and of the Council of Europe cooperate
closely; the elected president of the Conference of INGOs is also an observer to FRA’s Fundamental
Rights Platform Advisory Panel. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)

e. Local Roma inclusion through better housing
EUROCITIES are hosting an event in Toulouse from 9 to 10 April on policy transfer on Roma access to
housing. The event aims to discuss the challenges and needs faced by Roma in housing. It will
explore in detail the city of Toulouse’s model of Roma inclusion and seek ways to promote it to
other cities. The event will also discuss ways to develop guidelines for cities on Roma housing. The
agency will contribute to the discussion based on the key findings from its project on local
engagement for Roma inclusion. (Contact: Geraldine Guille)

f. Judicial training seminar to focus on the Fundamental Rights Charter
The European Judicial Training Network (EJTN) and the agency will hold a joint seminar on
applicability and effect of the EU Charter on Fundamental Rights in national proceedings. The
participants will include judges and prosecutors from EU Member States. The event will take place at
FRA from 11 to 12 April. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg)

g. Council working party discusses data retention case law
On 11 April in Brussels, the agency will present an overview of case law concerning data retention to
the Council if the European Union’s Working Party on International Exchange and Data Protection
Friends of Presidency (Data retention). FRA’s presentation will highlight the fundamental rights
requirements for any data retention scheme set out in the case law of the Court of Justice of the
European Union and the European Court of Human Rights. (Contact:Martha Stickings)

h. From institutions to community living seminar in Romania
On 11 April, the agency will take part in a capacity building seminar on moving towards independent
living and community-based care for adults and children with intellectual disabilities in Romania. The
seminar is being organisedby the European Commission, the Romanian Ministry of Labour and Social
Justice and the Romanian National Authority for Persons with Disabilities. It aims at identifying the
key challenges and potential solutions to move towards independent living of people with
intellectual disabilities. It also aims at raising the capacity of local and national actors to support the
transition from institutional to community-based care for adults and children with intellectual
disabilities, using national funds as well as EU Funding instruments. FRA will contribute to the
discussions referring to its own findings from its independent living project. (Contact: Astrid
Podsiadlowski)

i. FRA joins inter-governmental discussions on migrant civic integration
The agency will contribute to an integration working group of the Inter-Governmental Consultation
forum on migration, asylum and refugees. The meeting brings together government officials from 17
countries, including outside the EU. It will take place from 9 to 11 April in the Hague and is being
hosted by the Dutch government. The event will cover the topic of civic integration. Participants will
explore the challenges States face in defining and achieving migrant civic integration. They will also
look at different approaches to support civic integration and how success is measured. FRA will
present and discuss data measuring civic integration of migrants in the EU based on itsEU-wide
minorities and discrimination survey and its Together in the EU report. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas)

j. Romanian EU Presidency looks to sustainable development partnerships
On 16 April in Bucharest, the Romanian EU Presidency is hosting an international conference on The
Agenda 2030: Partnerships for Sustainable Development. The conference aims at exchanging good
practices and lessons learned in managing the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. It will bring together coordinators who are leading the process of implementation
from EU Member States, Eastern Partnership countries, the Western Balkans countries, Central
Asian countries, as well as representatives from the United Nations, civil society and the business
community. FRA is invited to speak and join the discussion on the social dimension of the 2030
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals. (Contact: Grigorios Tsioukas).

k. Combatting antisemitism in Czechia
On 16 April, the agency together with the Federation of Jewish communities in Czechia will hold a
panel discussion on forms and prevalence of contemporary antisemitism in the EU. The discussion
will focus on how to take combatting antisemitism in the Czechia forward, in a coordinated and
holistic manner. Participants will include members of the Jewish communities in Czechia and
representatives of national authorities. (Contact: Katerina Vyzvaldova)

l. FRA traineeship call opens
The agency has just opened its 2019 call for trainees. It is offering paid traineeships to work in one of
the agency’s 5 units for 10 months, starting on 1 October. FRA is a multicultural workplace
and recognises the important contribution diversity can make to the working environment. It
especially welcomes applications from under-represented groups to give them a valuable working
experience that may lead to future opportunities. FRA also encourages candidates with disabilities
to apply. In addition, there is a dedicated call for Roma trainees. The calls close on 30 April at 13:00
CET. More details about eligibility and how to apply are available on the FRA website.

3. PAST ACTIVITIES

a. Towards a European survey on gender-based violence
A Eurostat task force met in Rome from 1 to 2 April to develop a European survey on gender-based
violence. A number of EU Member States are piloting the survey in 2018-2019 before full-scale data
collection in 2020-2022. The new survey builds upon FRA’s EU-wide survey on violence against
women. Members of the task force attending the meeting – national statistical institutes, FRA and
EIGE in addition to Eurostat and the European Commission – made a number of suggestions how to
improve the draft questionnaire and recommendations concerning the survey methods. The task
force will meet again in the fourth quarter of 2019 when all pilots have been completed to make
final decisions before the full-scale survey fieldwork begins in countries that have expressed an
interest to implement the survey. (Contact: Sami Nevala)

b. Equinet Working Group focuses on Sustainable Development
The agency gave a presentation at Equinet (the European Network for Equality Bodies) Working
Group on Policy Formation on 26 March in Brussels. It highlighted the role that National Equality
Bodies can play in implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development focusing on
Equality. FRA stressed that its work is guided by the core SDG principle of ‘Leave no one behind’ and
provided examples of relevant data on specific groups left behind in Europe such as Roma and
people with disabilities. It also referred to the joint side event organised with Equinet at the recent
UNECE Regional Forum on Sustainable Developments which highlighted the importance of
disaggregated data to better reach those groups left behind. (Contact: Massimo Toschi)

c. Increasing the capacity to identify vulnerable people in Spanish migration
reception centres
Upon request by the Spanish authorities, the agency carried out its first capacity building workshop
for staff working in a reception centre for migrants in Chiclana (Cadiz) from 19 to 22 March. The
workshop was delivered together with the European Asylum Support Office and the UN’s Refugee
Agency in Spain. The workshop focused on identification of vulnerable groups and covered the
topics of international protection, human trafficking, child protection and sexual and gender-based
violence. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez / Katarina Lughofer)

d. UN’s Racial Discrimination body received input from FRA
The United Nations mechanisms monitoring the implementation of the International Convention on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), will consider the compliance of two EU Member
States in the month of April. Continuing its long-standing practice in relation to UN Treaty Bodies,
the agency has submitted compilations of extracts from relevant agency publications concerning
Lithuania and Hungary. (Contact: Jonas Grimheden)

