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Introduction

United in Safeguarding the Record and
Combatting Distortion
The impressive continued cooperation and support from our Member Countries as well as
our strengthened efforts towards countering distortion and safeguarding the historical record
framed IHRA’s work in 2018. By the end of the year, the IHRA’s working definition of
antisemitism had been endorsed or adopted by 17 countries, a significant achievement and a
fitting legacy of the former IHRA Chair, Ambassador Mihnea Constantinescu, who sadly
passed away in November 2018. Ambassador Constantinescu’s exemplary leadership skills,
unwavering commitment to combatting antisemitism and flawless diplomacy will always be
remembered by the IHRA community. The achievement of the working definition will continue
to make an impact internationally as more countries endorse or adopt the wording.
In promoting and profiling the work in Member Countries, the IHRA continued to remember
the past and honor the victims of the Holocaust. As in recent years, and also in 2018, we
have seen again the growth of extremist and populist incidents and discourse, reminding us
that our objectives are ever more pertinent. According to our experiences, survivors today
are very much concerned with the safety of their families and the Jewish community as a
whole, as well as with the fear of being forgotten. This concern guides our work and
motivates our international network of experts and political representatives.

The importance of the IHRA’s work will be further highlighted next year when our 32 Member
Countries reaffirm their commitments enshrined in the Stockholm Declaration, the IHRA’s
founding document, on the 20th anniversary of its adoption in 2020. Furthermore, Member

Countries plan a new message in response to today’s contemporary challenges.
I look forward to working closely with our Member Countries at this critical time, to deepening
our partnerships and to addressing the fundamental challenges we jointly face.

Dr. Kathrin Meyer
IHRA Executive Secretary

Timeline
27 January 2018
International Holocaust
Remembrance Day is
commemorated worldwide in
memory of the victims of the
Holocaust. In 2018, the IHRA
collated an overview of
hundreds of events taking place
in IHRA member and observer
countries on 27 January.

Visitors at the Auschwitz Remembrance Day in
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Credit: Dirk P. H.
Spits / DPHOTO
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In Memoriam

Former IHRA Chair,
Ambassador Mihnea
Constantinescu, passed away
on 17 November 2018.

Ambassador Mihnea
Constantinescu served as the
IHRA Chair in 2016. IHRA
Executive Secretary, Dr
Kathrin Meyer, said,
“Mihnea was a highly
professional diplomat with a
sharp wit and real warmth of
character. I had the pleasure
of working closely with him
throughout 2016 and was
struck by his unwavering
commitment to combatting
antisemitism and
safeguarding the memory of
the Holocaust. Even after his
chairmanship ended, he
continued to be active in the
fight against antisemitism.”

The former IHRA Chair, Ambassador
Constantinescu, speaking to the
press on the site of Staro Sajmište.
Credit: IHRA

Coming up

2019
MARCH
Book release: Mass Murder of
People with Disabilities and the
Holocaust

JUNE
IHRA Sites at Risk Project

Workshop, 2 June

JUNE
First bi-annual Plenary Meetings
under the Luxembourg
Chairmanship in Mondorf-les-Bains,
3 - 5 June

DECEMBER
Second bi-annual Plenary
Meetings under the Luxembourg

JULY
IHRA Memory Laws Project Expert
Meeting

DECEMBER
Presentation of IHRA's Educational
Guidelines, 4 December

Chairmanship in Luxembourg City, 2
- 5 December

What can you do now?

Share this report with a
colleague via email

Follow us on Twitter and
Facebook

Check out our
educational guidelines
here

Subscribe to our
newsletter here

Write an article about us
or one of our
achievements. Contact
us for more information
on a project or for
photographs

Tweet the report to your
followers

